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THIS Abridgement is in tJie Cata^ 
logue of thofe Books which are recom" 
mended and difperfed by the Society 'for 
promoting Chrijiian Knowledge ; and 
may be had by the Members on the 
Terms of the Society. , 

The Book fellers will make an allim* 
ance tofuch other per fons^ asjhall buy 
a number with a dejign to gvce them 
away for the Ufe of Charity Schools^ 
er among fi their poor neighbours. 
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Gentlemen, 

,AS thete cannot be a more gene- 
•row difpoikion in the hunnm miud^ 
t^^^n a folicitous concern for thp 
h^pplpefe of otbers, and the prof*- 
perity of the public ; fo t\Ax^ ca$cw4. 

:A^ 4 mom cffedual melVvodi «& ^^^ 
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Tnoting this important intered:, tlian 
cultivati^ 'the un^erftaoding of the 
poor, ibwing the feeds of* Religioa 
early in their hearts, and cheriflung 
a fpirit of virtue ^nd induilry among 
them. The moil able philofophers , 
and lawgivers hav£,always confidered 
the education of youth, as the moll 
certain fource of national welfare; 
and formerly,, in - fome countries, 
the children were removed from the 
carebf their o\Vn parents, and brought 
up under a regular difcipline elU' 
blifbed at the public expence. . 

The many wife and pioai infiitu- 
tions fbr'this purpofe^ which have 
been- 'planted and 'now flourilh 
aihong:^' lis, bear f(>nie refemblance 
to MrVfttceliedt pattern, and are 
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temporal relirf, but for the eternal 
benefit of our fellow creatures : and 
I look, with pleafure, upon You, 
Gentlemjsn, who, from a real re- 
gard to the general good, ftand 
forth as the Goveimors and Trujiees 
of thefe charities, and kindly fuper- 
ihtend thefe labours of iove. Be ani- 
mated with that zeal which becomes 
your ilation, and be the Guardians 
of the fouls of the poor as well as of 
their bodies. It is in your power—*- 
permit me to fay, it is your province, 
it is your duty to appoint proper offi- 
cers and matters, and to infpeft their 
condu6l: to prefcribe the methods 
of inftrudion, and put ufeful books 
hi to their hands ; that fo the gro^v^ 
ing generation may be formed to pi* 
ety, trained to the love ^xvdi y^'sIKx^ 
^fstlt focial duties, aud&X^^lw ^ 
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different employments to which it 
diall pleafe God to call them. 

Objedions indeed have been raifed 
by fome fpeculative men againft 
tBefe inftitutions ; but the principle, 
which at any time reftrains us froni 
fpreading ufeful knowledge and ge- 
nuine virtue among the poor, is not 
lefs impolitic than irreligibus. Igno- 
rance is generally accompanied by 
obftinacy, and creates a fiercenefs of 
manners, and an impatience of con* 
troul, highly injurious to Governr 

• 

ment, and produftive of the mod fla- 
grant crimes; but pure Religion has 
a powerful tendency to civili/e the 
mind ; in proportion as it makes a 
.progrefe in the hearts of men, it fof- 
tens their, natural roughnefs, and 
frajjsfqjcm. them into new crealui^; 
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it infpires fentiments of mutual bene- 
volence, and promotes the general 
intereft of fociety, teaching them to 
adorn every ftation of life with the 
praftice of thofe virtues which are 
fuited to it, and making' them good 
citizens, good fervants, good huf- 
bands, and good fathers. 

Hiftory is one of the beft repofi lo- 
ries of ufeful knowledge and inflruc- 
tion for both the moral and political 
world; hut Sacred Hj/fotyiB very 
different from profane, arid infinite- 
ly fuperior to it. The former relates 
only human and temporal events; 
but the latter opens an intercDurfe 
betweeh Heaven and Earth, and re- 
veals the Hiftory of Divine Provi- 
dence. The former regards o\\\^ iVsfc 
Ate of particukr natibtis,^ c\xt,\vca- 
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bribed withio narrpv bounds, an4 
tF9nfmitj:ed 1^ partial writers, in aa 
imperS^ perhaps a fabulous majL- 
nprj btf,t the latter, which is writr 
tep by hpaveol^r iDfpiratigji, aoil U 
therefore Truth itfelt gives an ao 
CPiint pf the begianbg of the World, 
aod the origuvil of Man, and cxr 
plains the great defign and end of his 
creation : it oUb ej:;tend3 our view be- 
yond t^iis tranfitor^ world, aD4 
.jioints out the way to aaother an4 
better^ fltat neai UJeaoen and ^m 
EsrtA, where'm dwdlelk Itighteoiff- 
nefii. 

The fallowing pages are an a- 
bridgemeat of tie (acred Hiftorj/, and 
intended to make the way plain and 
«afy t9 it. They bring the OW and 
•<^^ T'S^stoent into a-nuiov camn 
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ffa^ and are adsipted to the under* 
fianding and capacity of all. If they 
j^rcvent, in any tiieafure, thole con* 
fufed notions^ which are apt to pne- 
vail upon reading the Scriptures in 
an irregular defultory manner; if 
they engage any yotmg perfons to 
look upon the Gofpel, as founded in 
truth, and of great importance to 
their happineis ; and teach them to 
perufe it with modefty and candour, 
with attention and pleafure, the end 
will be well anfwered, and the little 
labour amply recompenfed. 

This little book is therefore, with 
great deference and refpeft, offered 
to You, Gentlemen, as ye are the 
Fathers and Guardians of t]ie poor : 
and k foUcits yonv prote£t\ow ^xA 
pdtwfiage with no other v\e>w^ ^^vd^ 
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in no higher degree, than as it tends 
to infplrc religious fentiments, and 
to cultivate Truth and Virtue among 
niankind. 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your obedient 
^ Humble Servant, 

w. s. 
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PREFACE. 



A LITTLEobfervation upon the 
prefent ftate of Religion will convince us. 
That tliere is much more of the form than 
of the power of it ampngft u«; and we 
ipay be as eafily convmced of our obliga- 
tion %o promote, as far as our influence 
reachethr the life and fubflance of it, and 
to make men real, inftead of merely nomit 
«al Chrifti?n$. I'his, however, cannot 
be ex|)e^ed» unlefs the do<^riiies and pre* 
cepts of ReIi|;ion be c]ea2:ly explained^ 
ChriiUajiity'muft be underftood, beforei U 
cao.be properly received; and even. the 
leaft improveipent either in faith or pn^c** 
tice idqpcDds ijpoa Jcfipwk»)^^. . . ^ 



xlv PREFACE. 

It IS an unhappy cafe, when they who 
have the training up of the loweft, but 
raoft numerous part of the community, 
fall (hort d^ dmt import^nf truft : yet there 
is reafon to apprehend, that the failure in 
education arifes not fo much from the 
want of capacity in thofe who are to learn, 
as from the want of (kill in diofe who are to 
tieach. To improve the reafon, and form 
the growing mind*, is indeed a difficult fci* 
ince : It requites a dear judgment, a diligent 
attention, atid a prudent addrefii ; inftead of 
which w^ generally* find a great degree of 
ignorance, indolence, and iitexperience* 
A mafter fhould- fully undeiftand what he 
preten(t| to teath, and be capable of ex- 
plaining in free and elfy language, the 
hookir which he puts into the hands of hid 
pupils. He fliouM eheriihan: affedionate 
6onceTn Sot their welfare, and confidef 
how m^fifch dieir happinefe depends upon 
At fai^fiil flbceisution of bi^ offipe; He 
/hould make Mtnkif ac^UM^di' wicU their 
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humour, their difpofitiony and talentSi and 
regulate his conduA accordingly. He 
fliould adapt their leflbos and exercifes tfi 
their capacities ; and, inftead of refting in 
a formal rending, or verbal repetitioa of 
them, fliould ftudy, by all queans, to coi^ 
\cy mefinmg and fentiment togedier with 
the words, and iiupreis them dec^Jy on the 
heart 

The infant mind muft be gently and giu« 
4o^ly it>ftr|u6bd ; fome notions of Reli* 
gion mvift be early infiouated jnto it; and 
the more &nple and confi&ent thefe arc^ 
the more fucceft amy be «xpe£ted. Tbp^ 
llifficuhy is to i^d proper yet plain ■ words 
to convey true ideas ; to fuit oi^r ^xprei^ 
iions and addrefs to the temper and apprc^ 
henfion of children ; hut no inftru(3ion gu^ 
hfi profitable, If it be not comprehended, 
or if it weary, embarrafs, or miflead them, 
A t^pher gan^ot \^ too intelligibly I b^ 
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fhould explain every term and phrafe 
which occurs ; he fhould not let a thought 
or a word pafs, till it be underfiood: he 
(hould clear every ftep of the way as he 
proceeds^ and lead them on gently by the 
hand from one degree of knowledge to 
anotlier. Thus indeed they will go on 
flowly, but ftill they will go forward ; and 
whatever is done, will be well done. 
Short frequent exercifes, fuited to their age 
and abilideSy make a deeper impreffion, 
and are more improving, than long heavy 
tafks, which grow irkfome, to a degree 
even of difguft, and defeat the end of the 
teacher. In the fchool of Chrifl:, as well 
as in any human fcience, the bufinefs muft 
he done by infenfible degrees, a little one 
day, and a little another; line upon line^ 
and precept upon precept : thus they will 
•groW in knowledge, as they do in ftature, 
and become well-eftablifticd Chriftians ; for 
according to the juft and beautiful obferva* 
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don of an excdknc mafter^t '* the minds 

'< of diildren are like veQek i^ith narrow 

** necks, which' receive bu( Uctle liquor, 

^' when it is poured upon them in abun* 

<* dance; bbc are infonfibly filled, if it is 

<^ pourod in gently, and as it were drop bf 

'* drop." 

Nothing is better adapted to fix in die 
minds o£ children what they read^ than i]> 
terrogating them frequently concerning it. 
For this purpofe, it is recommended to the 
matter to queilion them at firft upon the 
meaning of pai-ticular words and expref- 
iions; and afnerwacdis, according to their 
improvement, to make them give an ao 
count of the moft eafy paflages, and repeat 
Ihp fiibfiaocie of ^ ftpry. In the doing of 
wbici), he (hould ppint out the 'parth, r&» 
jf9oyt al) diftpiiUiieSr in l^ir way, remind 

|bem of the moft: matenal wfmf^xK^ 

♦ QUISTILIAll, 
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and give them fuch aflillance, as they (land 
in need of, till, by cuftom and diligence, 
they can db it alone. Some pains ihould 
be taken alfo to encourage the curioilty 
tvhicb is natural to children, that they may 
themfelves afk queftions, and enquire into 
the fenfe and meaning of expreflions and 
things, in which cafe they fliould be always 
Satisfied .readily and cheerfully, by clear 
and exprefe anfwers, and commended for 
their defire of knowledge and information. 
It is eafy to comprehend, how ufeful this 
'ibrt of exercife may be to expand the mind, 
to enlarge the underftanding, to ftrengthen 
the memory, and to improve the judg- 
TOcnt. • ' • ■ •' ' 

^ •■ • . ; ' * 

As the language of bJBtA is more perfua* 
five ^nd: powerful than (Hat of words, great 
care fhould be taken lA^kplaining the llo- 
riesofithe Bible^ and imprinting them oil 
the heart. Thefe are CEdculated to pleafo 
perfojos oi the loweft capacity, and at tUe 



&ne time infpire- noble !deas."'''But ' wb 
caiihot be too caudotis in fepafanng th6 
good part from'the bad part of an example ; 
that the name of a gbod man in the whole 
may not be thought to jtiftify any particti* 
lar bad adion, 'By pttJfpbr obfervaftiohi oil 
the charaftciTs which - antf '^ there fet if rtfHi\ 
the nndcrftahdings ahd inclinations of yoiitTf, 
may' be eafily trainfed to goodhfclfeV arii 
their memories enriched •with />dwctftll 
incitements to it. They maybe forrifieft 
againft the contagiori crf^falfe prejudices and 
vicious cuftoms ; ahd''l)fe^ confirmed in' tfiife 
important maxim, that Virtue is the-'r^eai 
good of yuan. 






Tlie great art of education is to liglken 
the burden 'of- tht v{r)rkj and fdid^r'ft 
agreeable • and pfcafant. It mky*;be iml 
pa^ble, ■ in(feed, ' totally to div>ft' ybaiig 
perfoT* df thfe opinion, That l&mm*g. w 
labour: but wheh'-it is enlivehcd wlh v^l 
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Jknowlf^ge becomes pleafant to the foul 
i^od the min^ feeks after it with greedl 
neft. .T^c accuftofned mode of puttin{ 
j^^ Bible ii^to the \\^x^i% of childrep^ an^ 
caufi]^ them to refi^d difficult and obfcur< 

JplBkgeh before ^y ^^ h^^C' the leaf! 
cqncep^pn of what they are doing, anc 
ydiile they confider it as a burtfaenfomi 
<imd grievous ta&» naturally creates a dif 
like to the book, which it iliould be theii 
igreateft joy to pemfe: and many bavi 
contra<Sed a prejudice againft it in tbeii 
youthy which has remained through all theii 
lives. 

The defign of this little Book is to give 
a general idea of the biftorical and doc« 
trinal parts of Scripture, in a plain intel« 
li^ible manner; to infufe.into the tendpi 
hreaft fome fmall tafte and reliih for the 
Oracles ^ Truths aiid to kindle ap4 che« 
ri(h a defir^ of improving in fpirltual know* 
Icdffre^ for it is Pefire, whii^ ftir^ X^Jf ^ 
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fhe'powers of human nature totficir proper 
exercife, and excites diofe aflfe(£tiohate 
and earned endeavours, whidi enfiire:fuc« 
eels. .J 'i 
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The Gultivatioli 6f the itiind depdids 
.wholly, in the beginning of its exiftence, 
on the care of the parents : and it is very- 
natural for them to look with pleafing ex- 
pectation upon • their own Ofisprmgt and 
to dire& theqa.in the paths of a rdigious 
education, from the very ftate of infancy. 
Hiave yon been the inftruments: of the^ 
being, and will you hot ftrive to make th^t 
being agreeable and happy.>? Are you anx- 
ious for the niere prefervation of tfieir 
•animal lif^ andlcan you negle£l the nur- 
•luref of their raHona) and fpiritual part^ 
•Confidcr, they ware immortal creatures, 
committed to your fpccial and immediate 
chajrge, by the .great Father of all 5 and^ii?^ 
4S your indiipenfibie dury, as.fer as it js .in 
.your power j; to prefer vc the prccibua truft* 
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Yot] yax to watch .the firA dancings df 
' ftaloDi and to forni die lifing thought ; to 
cultiTate the underfiaading in iu tender 
ftatc, and imprcfs religious truths iqxw 
the mind ; to open every blo0bnn of piety 
and g/aoisuAi idd dieriiCb it to &11 matu- 
rity. . ■ 

-YCiu ihpuH do ibii, hy infliUing good 
inftrufiaoi:^ In frequent and familiar coof 
■veri^tion, and cnfbirctng thofe inHruifitioot 
'with die pcifuafive SEgnment of an uoiferai ■ 
example; by beftig particularly attentive 
]to thofe who afl*oeiate with them, aiMt 
■having, in the choice of th^ companioat 
and fervaotfl, a principal regard to their 
difpoGtions aiui morals, Not ipt yow caec 
-Aop here ; «Uend it to the choice of fchools 
and mafieri ; and let it be your dutermincd 
. Kfolutian, to give the prdcrence to thofe, 
'who, while they gtace die undfrftandin^ 
of their pvpai wi& the fcnov'ledge of sU 
linBUa loeike, nuke itu<flpiuial pvtof 
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their employment to ground them in tho& 
principles of our holy Religion, upon which 
dieir everlafting welfare depends. 
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CHAP, L 

THE CRKATION OF THB WORLD. 

Before jN the beginning God created the 
So4? heave^i and the earth. The great 
Creator himfelf never had a beginning. 
God is from everlaJHng to everlafting. But 
there was a time, when this world and all 
things in it began to be. He made them 
at his own pleafurej at that ti«ie, and ki 
that njanner, which he faw beft <ahd=fittefl: 
for the wonderful work. He ''iftfcated the 
Sun, Moon^ and Stars ; he made the air, 
the earth, and the fea, and filled them with 
various living creatures, birds, beafts, and 
fifhes. He then formed man of the duft o£ 
liic ground, and called him -4ddm Qaw:^\fc 
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that word in Hebrew, fignifies earth or 
ground) and infufed into him the breath of 
life : fo that he is related both to fpirit and 
matter, and hath both united in himfelf. 

// was not goody however, ybr man to be 
alone; to remain deftitute of a rational 
companion : therefore the Ahnighty having 
taken one of his ribs, while he was fleeping, 
made a woman of it, and flie became his 
wife. God probably formed the woman in 
this particular manner, to remind hufbands 
and wives of' their near relation, and the 
tenckr love which ought always to fubfift 
between them. Adam called her Eve^ 
that word fignifying life^ becaufe ihe was 
to be the mother of all living. On the fe- 
venth day God refted from his works ; not 
that the creation was attended with anj^ 
labour and fatigue to him ; but having 
finifhed the things which he intended to 
make at that time, he left ofF. He then 
viewed them with pleafurc, and pronounced 
them to be very good. 

fldr WHftlt ail idea of the power of God 
does theisreation give us ! He only faid. 
Let there be lights and there was light. 
He fpake^ and ftke earth was viade ; the 
heavens anda>ll Hie hcffi of them had their 

being by the breath of his mouth. ^Hc 

SsMfi wi/i too a^ ht i^ powerjul \ the more 

^6 



The Creation. .5 

we confider the beauty, the variety, and 
the ufefulnefs of the things which are made, 
the more clearly do we fee, that they are 
the works of the higheft wifdom and con- 
trivance. Lord, how riianifold are thy 
works! in wifdovi haji thou made them 
all. — Howgreatalfo is the goodnefsof God ! 
It is owing to his free goodnefs that any 
creatures were formed ; and his tender vier* 
cies are over all his works. In him we 
live 9 and ^noz-e, and have our being. lie 
giveth us all things richly to enjoy ^ and 
hath bejlowed fuch love upon us^ that xte 
JIioul4 be called the Jons of God. 

fj^ Who can fufficiently declare the work^ 
of thy power, wifdom, and goodnefs, O 
thou all-creating and all-fupporting God} 
who can utter all thy praije? — Imprint 
upon my mind a deep lenfe of thine infinite 
excellencies ; and teach me, O thou Father 
of Spirits, to love thee with all my heart, 
to fear ihee with the profoundeft reverence,, 
to put a fleady trufl and confidence in thee, 
to worfliip thee with a pure adoration, and 
to honour and obey thee in the whole courfe 
of my life. 
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CHAP. II. 

THE FALL. 

TVTAN was created innocent and uprigJit, 
•^v*- with powers of underftanding and 
will, after the image of God ; (for it is in 
thefe refpefts that the fcriptures fay, man 
was viade in the image of God,) He \vas 
immediately placed in the fruitful and pleaT 
fant garden of fJdeiiy where he enjoyed 
many happy tokens of his Maker's love, 
and was indulged in the free ufe of all the 
delights that furrounded him^, with one only 
reftraint, as a teft or trial of his obedience. 
He was forbiddei^ to touch the fruit of one 
tree, in the middle of the garden, which 
v^as called the Tree of Knowledge, tlie 
knowledge of Good and Evil ; with a fo- 
Jemn affurance from God, that if he did 
touch it, he fhould die. 

Our firft parents, whife they were obe- 
dient to God, enjoyed uninterrupted eafe 
and happinefs ; and if they had preferved 
their innocence in this ftate of trial, would 
have been raifed, in due time, from earth 
to heaven. But they ungratefully broke 
the divine command ; and ate of the fruit 
of that tree, which they were forbidden to 
rat, Thtcs Jin entered into the world ; 
^^a^ is^eafA Sy Jin : the humaii conftituiioi^ 
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was immcdiatdy dcbafed and impaired ; and 
a finful corrupt natiire, fubjecSt to difeafe 
and death, was derived from Adam to all 
his pofterity. 

fiir What could be the caufe of their 

guilt ? What could induce them to commit 

^ an a<3, by which they forfeited their life* 

and happinefs ? and how ^ould they be pre- 

vailed upon to difobey their great Creator 

and Benefadlor ? — It was by giving ear to 

evil counfel : for the Devil, tne grand ad -. 

verfary of God and Man, appeared in the 

form of 2i fiery Serpent, or, as forae think 

the original word may be tranflated, a ilam« 

ing angel, like one of thofe who attended 

the Lord. He was originally an angel in 

heaven, but was caft down for his pride and 

difobedience ; and is reprefented in fcrip- 

ture, as full of malice, envy, and deceit, 

feeking to fpread mifery and ruin through 

the world, by fuggefting evil thoughts, and 

tempting men to fin. With this dreadful 

defign he accofted Eve, and by artfully 

raifing in her mind a foolifh wicked curio- 

Cty, and a defire of happinefs above her 

flate, prevailed on her to tafte the forbidden 

fruit. She was pleafed with the relifli of 

It, and perfuaded hor hufband alfo to eat 

fome. Their eyes were immediately o^ewed ; 

thcj^ iaw their guilt and their wietdv^<Ns\^S.%^ 

B 3 
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and felt the ftings and ladies of an avenging 
confcience. ^ 2 he wicked ar^ like the 
troubled Jea, xvhen it cannot rtjl^ %i>hofe 
paters caji up mire and dirt. 

Before they had finned, they had been 
gracioufly admitted to converfe with their 
Maker, and had unfpeakablc delight in the 
fecred intercourfe ; but as foon as they had 
tranfgreffcd his command, fliame and con- 
fcioufnefs of guilt took place ; they were 
afraid of his looking on them, and when 
they heard the found of his prefence in the 
garden, endeavoured to hide themfelves from 
hitn. ^ But, alas! there is 710 darknefs 
norjiiadow of death y where theworkeriof 
iniquity may hide themfelves. He called 
forth the ciiminals, who tried to excufe 
themfelves by throwing the blame of ^ their 
•wickedness upon others. Adam laid the 
blame of what he had done upon his wife \ 
and Eve^ on the other hand, accufed the 
Serpent, fl^ God^ however, is not mock^ 
fd: palliating excufcs are but as afpider^s 
leel) : while an honed confeffion and refo- 
lution of amendment will efFecSually recom- 
mend the finner to mercy. — -He immediately 
pronounced fentence upon the offenders ; but 
at the fame time, to comfort them under 
their diftrefs, He gave them a gracious inti- 

/oati'on^ that ho would raife \y^ \\\ ^v^>^^.^ 
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time a Deliverer, who (hoiild bruife the 
ferpent's head, and triumph over their mali- 
cious enemy. He then drove them out of 
the garden of Paradije^ and fent them into 
a country towards the eafl, where they 
were obliged to dig and labour for their 
fupport, till at laft being worn out with old 
age and infirmities, they died. 

^^ We fm againft God when we negle6| 
%o do what he has commanded, or when 
we do what he has forbidden : and we may 
judge of the hatred of God againft lin, by 
the punifhment inflidtcd upon Adaw^ and 
the exprefs declaration of his holy word, 
The foul that Jinnethy Jliall die : and the ' 
wages of Jin is death. This death confift- 
eth, not merely in the feparation of the foul 
from the body, but more efpecially in the 
feparation of the foul and body, when re- 
united, from the blefied prefence of God. 
t'ear not them who kill the hody^ hut are 
not able to kill the foul: but rather fear 
him who is able to defiroy both foul and 
body ill helL How great then is the guilt 
and' fdlly of thofe, who make a mock at 
fin, and take pleafure' in that which is fa 
ofFenfive to their Creator, and produftive 
of fo mpch mifery ! O, let us all confefs 
our offences at the footftool of a pure God, 
and with jGncere dependence ©ti ^^ ^^"^V 
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Mediator and Redeemer, who was but ob- 
fcurelv revealed to Adam^ but who in thele 
our days hath been manijcji in tlie fiejliy 
and brought life and imnwrtulify to light ; 
let us embrace the gracious terms of th'Q 
new covenant : and refolve by the divine 
affiilance to cleanfe our hearts from the love 
of fin, to cherifh an hatred and abhor- *\ 
rence of it, and to bnng forth fruit unto 
holinefs. 

- - — - I I 

CHAP. IIL 

CAIN AND ABEL. 

r^AIN and AhtU the two firft fons of 
^ Adavi and Eve . (whofe family was 
gradually increafed) purfued very dift'erent 
employ ments. Abel was a keeper ofjheepy 
but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 
Their tempers were as different ^s their oc- 
capations. Abel was a lover of righteouf- 
nefs, and obedient to his parents; hut Cain 
was obftinate and wicked, neither fearing 
God nor loving man. It was ufual, in the 
infancy of the world, to prefent oblations to 
God, the giver of every good gift ; and 
when the brothers brought their offerings, 
Abel of the firjilings of his Jiocky and Cain 
of the fruit of the ground ; the faci ifice of 
^M, on account of his piety aud goo4v\e(%> 
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w^s more acceptable to God than the ofFer- 
ing of Cain; and God bore Witnejs to his 
gtftSy by fome vifible token of his favour. 
The Lord alfo condefcended to rcafon with 
Catn.y and to aflure him, that if he wouljl 
be good and righteous, he and his offering 
fhonld likewife be accepted. But, inftcad 
of reforming his behaviour and temper, he 
grew worfe and worfe : he hated his bro-i 
.ther more and more ; and at length his ma-» 
lice and anger became fo violent, that he 
ro/e up agamji Abel and Jlew him. Ho 
flattered himfclf that there was no witnefs 
of his guilt, and that no one would know 
it : but there is no fafety, except in inno- 
cence and virtue. Wherever we are, and 
whatever we do, we are under the immediate 
eye of God. The Alniighly Judge was a 
fpeSator of the crime, and afterwards ex- 
poftulated with him ; Whefe is Abel thi/ 
brother f What haft thou done? The 
voice of thy brother^ si blood cryeth from 
the ground. He then pronounced judg- 
ment upon the murderer : in confequonce of 
•which CVim removed with his wife and chil- 
dren from his habitation^ and having wan- 
dered from place to place, as a fugitive and 
a vagabond, at length fettled in the land of 
Nod. He howevier ftill carried the mark of 
his guilt along vfith hiva^ He vj^%n^«4» 
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with the horror of confcicncc within, and 
calamities without ; and walked upop earth 
a woeful fped^cle, labouring under the dif- 
temperof a wounded fpirit, which no medi- 
cine can core. 

03' Learn from the wickednefs and mifery 
of Cain, to correiS and regulate your own 
life. Donotcoiitcncyourlelf with the mere 
outward forms of devotion, but hft up your 
heart with your hanil*unto the Lord. Guard 
carefully againft the tirft approaches of ha- 
tred and malice, left t^ey ihouUI incieafe 
upon you by degrees, and hurry you into 
the moft fhocking encciT'-s. ^n angry 
manjlirretk upfinje, and a furious man 
aboundeik in tranjgreffions. 

CHAP. IV. 

THE FLOOD. 

Bi^fnre ^ OD was pleafed to comfort Adam 

3u'rT ^"'' ^'"^ ^'^^ '''^ '°^* °^ AM, by 

giving ihem another fon whom they 
called Seth. — Mofes, who wrote this ac- 
4;ount, has not given us the names of all the 
children oi Adain ; for he intended only to 
fct forth the creation, and fome remarkable 
events, and to point out the particular 
Jamily from which the Saviout;ot the worjd 
tvas to arifc The ilel'cendanta of Seth were 
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fo eminent for their piety and virtue, that 
they were c^erl the Jons of God ; and one 
of them, Enochs was fo beloved by the Al- 
mighty, that he was taken up into heaven, 
without fuffering the pains of death : but the 
family of Cam, being impious and corrupt, 
were called by way of diftindtion, the fons 
and daughters of men. 

After a long courfe of time, however, tht 
defcendants ot Seth alfo negle<5led the wor- 
fhip and fervice of the great Creator : and 
being allured by the beauty of the women, 
who were of the race of Cain^ gave thenv- 
felves up to the indulgence of linful appe- 
tites. By degrees the human race was over- 
fpread with fui ; all flejii corrupted its Umy 
upon the earthy and eveiy wiagination of 
the heart was only evil continually/, God 
was pleafed to ufe various methods to bring 
them to repentance, and tunr them from 
their evil ways : but they would not hear 
his voice ; they trampled upon his mercies-, 
and (lefpifed all his warnings; and grew 
worfeand worfc, more and more abandoned ; 
till the time of punifliment came, and the 
Almighty defiroyed the world of the un- 
godly hv a flood of 'Waters. 

But rloan found grace in the eyes of the 
Lord. Noah was ajujl man^ and walked 
w/A ^o{t: h^ was diligent in ^^ ^AOwax'yi 
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of his duty both towards God and toWavf 

man, and therefore God was pleafed to fav 

him from the general deftrudiion ; and nc 

only him, but, for his fake, his wife, an 

his tlirec fons, .and their wives. For th 

purpofe lie commanded him to make a larg 

veflel, called an Ark^ after a particular plan 

and when it was completed, He fhut up an 

fecured in it, him and his family, an 

fomc of every living thing of alljlejh^ wit 

proper provilion for their fubfiftence. 

jjefore -^s foon as this was done, the floo 

Chrift came on with great violence. In th 

2319. y^j-y fanie day, all the fountains q 

tlie great deep were broken upy and th 

windows for flood gates,) of heaven wer 

opened ; fo that th& waters^ in a fhort time 

prevailed exceedingly upon the earthy aih 

all the high hillsj which were under th 

whole heavens^ were covered. The wretchei 

inhabitants began to feel tlue trtith of thof 

threatenings, which they had laughed a 

and defpifed. Now at laft they lift up thei 

hands to heaven, and cry out to God fo 

help ; but alas ! all in vain. The fentenci 

is gone forth ; judgment hath taken hold o 

them ; the mighty waters are pouring upoi 

them on every fide, and nothing is to b( 

fecn but vengeance and defiruction. . 

fif Jfj/ ih€ mnd of Godj tuth St* Peter 

8 
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the worlds which then wasy being over^ 
JUmed with watei-^ perijhed. But the 
heavens and the earthy which are now^ 
by the fame word are kept in ftore^ re- 
feroed unto fire againjl the day of judg-- 
ment. What manrier of perfons therefot e 
^ught we to bey in all holy converjation 
and godlinefs ? 

CHAP. V. 

cod's covenant with NOAH, 

/Nthe midft of judgment God remembers 
mercy. Though the dcftru6lion by the 
jQood was fo general and extenfivc, yet he 
prefervcd ^ fmall remnant of the human race, 
from whom a new generation was to be 
ralfed. The Ark floated fafely from place 
to place upon the waters, till God caufed 
them gradually to dccreafe: at length it 
refted upon Mount Ararat ; and feme time 
after, when the earth was in a proper flate 
for their habitation, he direfted Noah to 
go out of the Ark, and to take bis family 
and all the creatures with him. As foon 
•as they had fet their feet upon the land, 
Noah raifed an altar to the Lord, and they 
offered facrifices, pouring forth thanks to 
the Almighty for their wonderful ^^efer- 
rztlon^ Cod wsls pleafed v/i\Vi \W \\xwt^ 

c 
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of pious gratitude, and c(labli(hed a co- 
venant with Noah and his children, that 
he would not any more deftroy the worM 
by a flood ; and added this gracious pro- 
mifc, while the earth remainetk, feed- 
time and harcefl, cold and heat, fum- 
merand winter y day and nigki, fliall not 
ceafe. . 

He then alfo appointed the Rainbow to 
be an everlalling token, of this covenant and 
promife. It co7npa(feth the Heaven with 
t glorious circle, and the hands oj the 
^taji High have bended it. He likewife 
renewed to Noah the blefling, which he had 
given to Adam at the beginning, ofado- 
. minion over the earth, and al! the creatures 
in it ; and added the privilege of killing any 
of them for food. Noah lived three hun- 
dred and fifty years after the flood ; and it 
is not to he doubted, but that he took great 
care to train up his children, and his def- 
cendants, whidi were foon multiplied upon 
the earth, in the way of piety and holinefc. 
He was certainly well qualified to promote 
the knowledge and practice of religion, and 
to inftiudt mankind concerning the attributes 
and perfediiojs of God, a governing Provi- 
dence, the fall of Man, and the promife 
of a Redeemer and Deliverer; of which 
gracioat promik, Nqah was hot) ^comt 
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die heir, and through him it was to be 
banded down to fucceeding generations. 

CHAP. VL 

CbrilT ^ '^^^ TOWER OF BABEL, OR CON- 
«47. 3 FUSION OF LANGUAGES. 

THE fons of Noah were Japhet, Shem^ 
and Ham^ whofe defcendants foon 
became fo numerous, that they could not 
live together in one family, or agree in any 
general plan of government : and therefore 
many of them refolved to form themfelves 
into a fepar-ate fociety, and to remove into 
fome other country. Accordingly they 
left tlieir great anceftor Noahj (who is fup- , 
pofed to have been the founder of the Chi- 
nefe empire) and journeyed yro7» the ea/Jf 
till they came to a pleafant and fruitful plain, 
in the land of Shinar. ITiere they deter- 
mined to £x their habitation ; and foon 
becoming ambitious of diftinguifliing them- 
felves, and eftablifhing a powerful kingdom ; 
they began to build a very high tower ; but, 
"wbat they, in their fond conceii, intended 
to be a monument of their fame and power, 
Tvas made a monument of their pride and 
folly. For, while they were at work, God 
produced diverfe languages amon^ ihciti: 
though they retained the power oi ^^al^vcw^^ 

c 2 
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yet He caufcd them to expt-efs their thoughts 
by new founds, fo that they coufd not un- 
derftand one another. This fudden change 
excited fuch a tumult and confufion among 
the builders, tliat they were obliged to leave 
their work unfinifhed. After which, having 
quitted Babely in different parties, accord- 
ing as they underftood each other's language, 
they fettled in feparate countries ; and gra- 
dually as they increafed, they fpread more 
and more, till the human race was diiperfed 
over the face of tlie e^rth. 

ftrf" The meafures of our condu6l fhould 
be formed by a regard to the divine wiH, 
and not by our own vain whims and fan- 
, cies. Pride was not made for man* It 
has frequently hurried perfons into the mod 
fatal mifcondudl, arid indeed into deftruftion. 
God rejijieth the proudy but giveth grace 
unto the humble. He that exalte th hitn^ 
jelf Jliall be abafedy but he that huinbleth 

hivifelf Jliall be exalted. 

' ■ ' ■ ■ ■■ ■■-.. *- 

CHAP, VII. 

-THE CALL OF ABRAM. 

THE family of Sheniy from which the 
great Redeemer was to come, fettled 
^t Ury in Chaldea^: but the principles of 
fme religion ioon, decayed upon the earth; 
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the belief and woriliip of the one Supreme 
Being gradually degenerated, and the world 
in general was at fength over-run with 
idolatry and wickcdnefs.. But Abram, the 
fbh of Terah^ a dcfcendant of Shemy was 
Before remarkable for his underftanding and 
Chrift piety ; and therefore the Almighty 
1921. called him out of Ur^ when he was 
fcventy-five years of age. Accordingly he 
went with his father^ and Sarat\ his wife> 
and his nephew Lot, into H(iran: from 
whence after the death of Teraliy he re- 
moved by the divine dircvSion, into -the land 
of Canaan, He was taken from bis coun- 
try and father's houfe, that he might be the 
father of a peculiar nation, whom God de- 
fjgned to train up in the knowledge and 
worfliip of himfclf, and the promife of a Sa- 
viour : and God encouraged and comforted 
him in the undertaking by a folemi;! affur- 
ance, that He would blefs him, and make 
him a great nation ; / xeill make of ihee^ 
fays He, a gr^eat nation : and in theejliall 
all the families of the earth he blejfed» 



c% 
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CHAP. VIII. 

THE DESTRUCTION OF SODOM AN1> 
GOMORRAH. 

ABRAM and Lot lived together with 
'!^ their families, in the land of Canaan. 
They were eminent examples of piety and 
holinefs; therefore God loved them and 
bleffed them. At length their herds and 
flocks increafed fo much, that there was 
not fuflScient room in the place where they 
dwelt : and debates arofe between their fer- 
vanrs about convenient pafturage. Upon 
ivhich Abram^ with great condefcenfioii 
and humanity, propofed to LoU that they 
fliould part; and offered him the choice, 
cither to continue where he then was, or to 
remove to another place. ^ How ho- 
noui*able is this condefcenfion in Abram 
to his nephew Lot f And how powerfully 
^oes it recommend to us meeknefs and for- 
bearance, and the love of peace and con- 
cord ?—: — Lot chofe the plain of Jordan^ 
whith was every where well watered, and 
pitched hjs tent near Sodom; but he had 
not been fettled there many years, when 
Chedorlaome'r^ king of Elavi in Parjia^ 
brought an army againft the king of Sodom^ 
who had rebelled againft him ; and, having 
oyer-run fcvcral kingdoms ibo\it xbfc bvxS 
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of Canaan^ carried away much fpoil, and 
many captives, among whom were Lot and 
his family. Abram was immediately im- 
formed of what was done, and having arm- 
ed his trained fervants, purfued the enemy, 
attacked them by furprizc in the night, rc- 
fcued all the captives, and brought hack - 
luOt and his goods to his former habitation. ' 
Before Th^ inhabitants of Sodom and Go^ 
Chrift morrah were however fo loft to all 
1897. fenfc of religion, and fo given up to 
impure lufts, that God rcfolved to deftroy 
them. But at the fame time that he mani- 
fefted fuch an abhorrence of fin and wick- 
ednefs, he fhewed a diftinguifhing regard to 
eminent piety and gooonefs, by lending 
two angels for the prefervation of Lot. 
^T" Angels are a particular kind of beings, 
much fuperior to men : they are rcprefontcd 
as performing the commandments of God 
with unwearied alacrity and diligence; and 
are faid to be miniJieriTig Jpirifs, fent 
forth to be minijlers for them xvho Jhall 
be heirs of falvatmi. 

The two Angels came to Lot in the ap- 
pearance of men ; and, as he fuppofcd them 
to be travellers, he entertained them in a 
friendly hofpitable manner. ^ They xvere 
fir angers and He took them in. They fooa 
acquainted him^ that they v/eYC fexiX. xa ^r^^: 
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ecute rengeance upon Sodom and Govior* 
rah for their aggravated Iniquities, and to 
refcue him and his family from the dread- 
ful ruin. They accordingly took Lot an4 
his wife and his two daugnters ; and, hav- 
ing led them out of th« city, charged them 
to flee from the danger without the leaft 
delay. But, as they went towards Zoar^ 
the wife of Lot, either out of vain curiofity 
to fee what became of the place, or a 
fond defire of returning to her old habita- 
tion, looked^ or returned back ; for which 
file became a pillar of falty as hard and 
durable as ftone; a lading monument of 
her folly and difobedience ! — Then God fent 
fire and brimjione out of heavenupoii So- 
dom a?2 J Gomorrah, ajid thefnwke of the 
Country) went up as the fmoke of a fur- 
7iace He overthrew the cities and all 
the iyihabitants ; and made them an ex- 
ample to thofe^who Jhould afterwards live 
ungodlx/. 

CHAP. IX. 

THE BIRTH OF ISAAC. 

GOD was pleafed with the piety and 
virtue of Abram, and promifccl to be 
his protestor and flii^ld of defence, and to 
give him an exceeding great reward. ^-. 
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hram was defirous of having a fon, in pre- 
ference to all earthly bleffings and rewards ;. 
and with great humility expreffcd fome un- 
eafinefs before the Lord, becaufc he was 
yet childlefs, and had only Kliczcr^t the 
fteward of his houfe, to fucceed him ; upon 
which God promifed, that a fon of his own 
fliould be his heir, and that liis race Ihould 
be as the ftars in multitude. — Some years 
afterwards God renewed his covenant with 
jlbram^ and changed his name to Ahra^ 
ham, becaufe (according to the meaning 
of the word) he was to be the father of 
mant/ nations : and he changed the name 
of ^araiy which fignities m}j princefsy to 
Sarahf which fignifies the princefs in a 
large and extenfive fcnfe, according to the 
promife of God ; Jliejhall he a mother (or 
princefs) oiiiations; lings of people Jliall 
be of her. The Almighty at the fame time 
affured him, that Sarati Jhould have afoiij 
who fhould be called Ifaac ; and that He 
would eftablijii his covenant with him, and 
that all the people of the earth Jlwidd be 
bleffed through him: the meaning of 
■which was, that his defcendants fliould be 
heirs of the great univerfal promife, and a per- 
fon fhould arife from them, who would be 
the Saviour of the world, and a blcflln^ to 
bU uations. 
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Sarah, indeed, becaufe flic was noAV 
grown old, placed very little dcpcndancc 
upon this promife, and even laughed at it 
xvithin herfelf; for which the Lord r^ 
proved her. But Abraham waited with pa- 
tience for the performance of His word, 
which nevei- fails ; being fully perfuaded^ 
that what God had promifed^^ He was able 
alfo to perfomu 

The time appointed at length came, and 
Sarah brought forth a fon, who was called 
Ifaac, This was an occafion of great joy; 
^nd he proved an increafing comfort and 
blefling to his aged parents ; for as he grew 
in years and ftaiure, he improved, in know- 
ledge and goodnefs ; becaufe Abraham com^ 
manded his children and his houjhold to 
keep the way of the Lord, to do jujiice 
andjudgment. 

(^ Parents, bring up your children in 
the 7iiirture and admonition of the Lord : 
Train them up in the way they Jliould gOy 
and xohen they are ola, they will not 
dipart fro^n it. 

Children, honour and obey your parents \ 
for t/iat is well pleajing to the Lord: and 
it/hall be well with you, both in this war Id 
and i?i the nest. 
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CHAP. X. 

HAGAR AND ISHMAEL. 

TfTHEN fome years had pafled after the 
'^^ firft promife of a fon to AbraKam, 
and Sarah ftill continaed childlefs, Hie gave 
up all expcdlation of becoming a mother 
hcrfelf, and concluded, that the promifed _ 
herr was to be bom of anotfier woman. 
She therefore perfuaded her hulband to rake 
Hagar, her handmaid, as a wife. Ha gar 
became proud upon this change of her con- 
dition, and treated her miftrefs witli con- 
tempt and infolence; and after the birth of 
Ifaac^ IJhmaely the fon of Hagar^ look- 
ing upon him with an envious and jealous 
eye, made a mock and derifion of him. At 
this behaviour Sarah was fo offended, that 
(he importuned Abraham to exclude /Ar- 
gar and her fon from the family : and, 
when the father was in great perplexity 
upon the occafion, the Lord oonfirmed the 
requeft of Sarah, and direfted him to fend 
away the mother and the fon ; promiling, 
that IJhviad fhould become a nation, but 
at the fame time declaring, that in Ifaac 
his feed fhoujd be called. 

There was a great difference, according 
to the Apoftle Paul, between vbcfe fow^v, 
for j[/7imat:lf the {on o£ Ha§ar^^^v:.\^\!i^^ 
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woman, was born only according to the 
flelli in the common courfe of nature ; but 
Jjaac was born, by virtue of the promife, 
and by the particular interpofition of divine 
power. They reprefent to us the two cove- 
nants of the Law and the Gofpel : the for- 
mer is a ftate of bondage and fcrvility ; the 
latter a ftate of freedom and glorious privi- 
leges. The riimi/lration of Mofes was 
iveak and unprofitable ^ when compared 
with the GoFpel, which is the minijlration 
of righteoujncfs^ of life^ and the fpirit; 
and the difference between the Jewift and/ 
tlie Chriftian ftate is like that between child^ 
hood and manhood, between fhadow and 
fuhftance, between bondage and liberty. 
^ How thankful then fliould we be to God 
that wc are the children of the free-woman, 
called under the liberal and happy difpenfa- 
tirjn of the Gofpel, and made heirs of the 
bleifings of the covenant throHgh the pro- 
mifed Iced, of whom it was declared, that 
all the families of the earth Jliould be 
hhft'd. 
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CHAP. XL 

THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM IN OFFERING 

ISAAC. 

nnHE Almighty was pleafed to make ano- 
■*- tlicr trial of the faith and obedience of 
Abraham; or rather to manifell them 
more fully to the world ; and make him an 
illuflxious pattern to all pofterity. He com- 
manded him to take Ifaac^ when he was 
about twenty-five years of age, and offer 
him for a burnt -offerings upon mount Mo- 
riah. Severe as the command was ; though 
Ifaac was his fon, his only fon, whom he 
loved with all the afFeftion of a tender fa- 
ther : though he was the very fon, of whom 
it was exprefsly faid, in UddLcJ/iall thy feed 
he called: he readily complied with it. 
He reafoned with himfelf, that God who 
had given him, as it were by a miracle, 
when in the courfe of nature there was no 
hope of children, was able even to raife 
him from the dead ; and therefore, being 
firong in failhy he fiaggercd not. He 
rofe early the next morning, and took Ifaac 
to the mountain ; the fatal knife was. in his 
hand ; his fon lay panting upon the altar ; 
and he was juft giving the deadly ftroke, 
when an anjg^el itayed his bawd. k^\\^ 
looked round in furpriyx, \\^,fakVJ ^ i^vcl 
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eaugfit in a thicket; and .having fcized it, 
be offered it foi a bum t-offe ring, inflcad of 
his fon. For this great aSt of faith and truil 
in the Supreme Being, Abraham was ho- 
noured with the glorious name oi father if 
the faithful ; and God immediatety re- 
newed his promife to him, that he would 
bleCs him very ^undantly, and multiplv his 
family: In thy feed (faid Be) JItallaUthe 
TiatUms of the earth be blfjjedt becaufe 
thou haji obeyed my voice. 

03* We are taught, by this inflance of 
obedience, to love God above every thing 
' upon earth, and to rcfign with a willing 
mind, our fortune, our children, our dear- 
eft comforts wheneTer he calls for them. — 
We cannot but obferve farther, that this 
particular aftion, required from Abra- 
ham, was a remarkable type or reprefenta- 
lion of what was donc.after wards, as is fup- 
pofed upon the fame mountain ; and fecms 
intended to point outto him, and to fucceed- 
ing generations, the particular method, by 
which God propofcd to redeem mankind* 
by offering up bis only begotten Son jefus 
Chrift. 
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CHAP. XII. 

THE LIFE OF ISAAC. 

Before 'T'HE peace and profperity of Abra'* 
1859^ -Ajm were in a few years difturb- 

cd by the death of Sarah^ whom he 
buried in the cave of JUacpelah ; after 
which, confidering that he was far advan- 
ced in years, and being deflrous of feeing his 
fon ifaac happily married, he fent a faiuiful 
fcrvant into Mefopotamiay to feek a wife 
for him among his own kindred ; for he did 
not approve of the women of that country, 
in which he liv6d, becaufe' they were ido- 
laters. The fervant, being guided by Pro- 
vidence, hvow^thomt Rebekahy the daugh- 
ter of Beihuel, the nephew of Abraham^ 
and Ifaac took her to wife — ^The good 
old man faw them flouriihing in plenty and 
Before happinefs, and at length having quitted 
Cbrift this world to go to God, whom he liad 
1821. faithfully ferved, he was buried in the 
cave near his beloved Sarah. 

Some time after the death of Abrahum^ 
2L fevere famine raged through the land of 
Canaan; and Jfaac^ in order to avoid the 
diflrefs, went unto Gerar^ in his way to- 
wards Egypt ; there the Lord .appeared 
unto him, and commanded him lo ^\%0\\w 
that land, alluring him that Vve >nq\3^!\ ^^'' 

D2 
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ceedingly iiiGreafe both his family and Ms 
poflefllons, and renewing to him that grand 
promife of the Mefliah ; In thy feed Jhall 
all thcnattons of the earth be bhfjed. 

There he fowed corn, and received in 
the fame year an hundred fold ; and his fer- 
vants and cattle increafed in fuch abundance, 
that people envied his profperity, and be- 
gan to fear his power ; therefore Ahivielech, 
their king, in order tofatisfy his fubjefts, 
defired him, in a friendly manner, to leave 
the city, and feck out fome other habitation. 
Accordingly If aac retired to the valley of 
Gerar^ and afterv^rards removed to Beer^ 
fliehtty where he fixed his abode and built 
an altar to the Lord. 

Ifaac and Rebekah had two fons, who 
were named Efau and Jacob : EfaUy the 
cldeft, was a^ cunning hunter ^ but Jacob was 
a plain man, of a gentle difpofition, and 
employed himfelf in domeftic affairs. One 
day, Efau returning from the fields very 
hungry and tired, earneftly defired fome 
pottage, which Jacob was preparing for 
himfelf; and Jacob afked him for his births 
right in exchange. Now the particular 
bleffing of his father Ifaac^ and the fpecial 
promifes-of God concerning the land of Cfl- 
naaftf and the defccnt of Chrift, were an- 
nexed to his birthright ; but EJau^ Wtv^ 
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Tvholly given up to hunting and fportinr, 
and of a loofe profane difpofition, fet little 
value upon it, and readily exchanged it for 
the mcfs of pottage, which he fo greedily 
longed for. (Jrlr Thus alfo does every un- 
thinking (inner ; he fells his hirth right for 
a mefs of pot (age y and a niorfcl ojmeat; 
for prefent momentary gratification, he 
gives up the blefling of his heavenly Father, 
and parts with his eternal portion in the 
kingdom of glory. 

After feveral years, Ifaac^ who was ig- 
norant of the contradl between his fons, 
being very old and blind, and apprehending 
that his death was near, fent Efaii to get 
fome venifon, and drefs it ; with a promife, 
that after he had eaten, he would give him 
his bleffing. Rtbekah heard the words of 
Jfaac ; and having an extraordinary affec- 
tion and fondnefs for Ja'coby flie dreffed a 
kid with favoury fauce, and covered his 
neck and hands with the fkin of the kid, 
becaufe EfaiCf^ hands were hairy, and fent 
him to his father. Ijaac was deceived by 
thefe means ; and miftaking Jacob for Efaiiy 
gave him his blef&ng. 

As foon as Jacob was gone out from the 
prefcnce of his father, Ejau returned * and 
having found that his brother had gained the 
bleffing, he cried out, is he not rigMl'j) 

I>3 
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named Jacob ; (that is a fiipplanler) for 
he fupplanted me twice : he took awaj/ my 
birthright^ and 7ww he hath taken away 
my blejjing. Stung with penitent remorib 
for his •folly, he intreated his father, haji 
tlioii but one bleJJiJig ? blefs me, even me 
alfoy my father. ^ But his repentance 
came too late ; therefore he is faid to fnd 
no place for repentance y though he fought 
it carefully with tears; for the blefling 
was given to Jacobs and not to be recalled ; 
I have blefftd him^ fays IfaaCy yta ani 
hejiiall be blefjed. 

Rebekah and Jacob are not to be com- 
mended for deceiving Ifaac, (fir Tlie me- 
thod purfued by tliem, in order to obtain 
the blefling, was' inconfiftent with truth and 
honcfty ; and we fliould never tell lies* 
whatever advantage may be expefted from 
them. Indeed the bluffing was intended 
for Jacob y by the fovereign purpofc of God : 
and Mebekah knew it ; for it had been re- 
vealed to her, before her fons were born^ 
that the younger Jhotdd be preferred to the 
elder: therefore inftcad of deceiving and 
impofing upon her hufband, in this matter, 
llie fhould have waited patiently, till Goa 
had been pleafed to bring it about in his own 
lime and in his own way. He thought pro- 
fcr^ however, to let tbe bleffing pate in thi^ 
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manner ; 6^ for he over.rules die fchemes 
and contrivances of fhort-fighted mortals, 
and makes them fubfervient to his owa 
wife and gracious purpofes. 

CHAP. XIII. 

THE LIFE OF JACOB. 

^efore jpSAU was full of rcfentmcnt and 

1760. ^"ry ^ig^iJ^ft Jacob for having de- 

prived him of his birthright and blef- 
fing, and threatened to kill him. He did not 
remember the fad ftory of Cain^ who flew 
his brother AbeU and the grievous punifh- 
ment inflidled upon him for that crime. 
But Rebekah having been informed of his 
threats, in order to prevent the mifchief, 
perfuaded Ifaac to fend Jacob to Padan- 
Aram^ to get a wife among his' relations. 

Accordingly Jacobs having received the 
direftion and bleffing of his father, fet out 
upon his journey, and, at a place called 
XjUZ<i in the land of Canaan, as he was 
ileepin&r in a field, with his head upon a 
ftone, he jdreamcd, and faw a great ladder, 
w^hich reached from earth to heaven : and 
ihe angels of. God afcendcd and defc^nded 
upon it, God himfelf appeared above the 
ladder, and promifed to give him the land 
wh^reoa he hy ; that jfc wuld b<t mlK 
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him, and keep him whitherfoever he wer 
that his pofierity fiould be mwierous 
the duft of the earth ; and that all the J 
viilies of the earth fhoiild be bled 
through him ; the Mefiah^ or Chrifiy I 
ing to ht born of one of his defcendants. 
Jacob, as foon as he was awaked, w: 
awful reverence and pious gratitude, fet 
the ftonc upon which he flept, and pour 
oil upon it, and called the name of t 
place Bethely that is to fay, the Houfe 
-God. He then purfued his journey, till 
arrived at the houfe of LabaUy the brotl 
of Rebekahy who entertained him w; 
great kindnefs. Laban had two daughte 
Leah and Rachel. Jacob foon fhewed 
particular afFeftion for the youngeft ; ar 
being defirous of marrying her,, agreed wi 
hfer father to take care of his flocks, as 
fhepherd, feven ytars for her. But at t 
expiration of the time, Laban, by an ar 
fice, obliged him to marry T^eah ; and e 
cufed by faying, it muji not be fo done 
our country, to give the younger befo 
the firfi bom: he pr(5miled however 
give him Rachel alfo, if he would fer 
nim feven other years. To this Jac 
readily agreed, and took alfo Rachel 
wife. In thofe days, becaufe there wc 
iaf /civ JDhabitants in the world, men h 
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more wives than one, and near relations 
were married to each other ; but as the world 
became more populous, this pra6licc was 
reformed, and afterwards fuch marriages 
were forbidden. 

The prudent and induftrious management 
of Jacob was fo favoured by Providence, 
that every thing which he took in hand 
profpered. His family alfo increafed ; he 
had twelve fons and one daughter, called 
Dinah : the two yonngeft Ibns, Jofeph 
and Benjamin^ were born of his beloved 
wife Rachel. Being defirous of making 
fome provifionfor his children, hepurpofed 
to return to his father's houfe : but La ban 
having experienced the good efFefts of Ju" 
cob^s pad care, engaged his further fervice 
by giving him a fhare of the cattle. After 
■which the fubftance of Jacob increafed ex- 
ceedingly, fo that he became mafter of many 
flocks and herds ; ' (j^ the hand of the di' 
ligent viaketh rich, — ^At length, perceiving 
that Laban wzs envious at his profperity, 
and that his countenance was not towards 
hivi as before^ he refolved to depart from 
him ; and accordingly fet out in a private 
manner with his family, and all that he had. 
fjaban however followed and overtook 
him ; but after fome expoftulation, a cove- 
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nant of peace was made between them, and 
they parted in friendfhip. 

As Jacob purfued liis way, he recol- 
\e£ktA the anger of his^ brother Efau^ (who 
then ^lived at Mount Seir^ in the land of 
jEdorn)^ and therefore fent a kind cpnci- 
liating mefiage to him ; but the mefTengers 
foon returned with the alarming news, that 
Efau was coming to nieet him with four 
hundred men. Being afraid of his bro-^ 
ther's refentmeqt, and anxious for his tender 
family, he applied to Him, who alone is 
able to favcy and prayed earneftly for deli- 
verance. The Almighty was pleafed to 
give him a fign or token of the fuccefs of 
his prayer; for he fent an Angel, who 
wreftlcd with Jacobs and permitted him to 
prevail : upon which the Angel faid, thy 
name Jliall be called no more Jacob, but 
Ifrael ; for as a prince ha/i thou power 
with Godj and with men alfo jhalt thou 
frevaih. The word Ifrael literally figni- 
fies a prince of Gody or prevailing with 
God, 

Jacob divided his flock into feveral parts, 
and fent fome^before him, with inftruftions 
to his fervants, that, upon meeting E/au^ 
they fliould offer them as piefents in his 
name, and fpeak in a gentle and refpcdtful 
jnajmer to him, (jfT A foft anfuotr turn- 
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eth away wrath. — ^The heart of Efau was 
melted 'into peace and love by this kind 
rcfpe6lful condu6t ; he ran to meet Jacobs 
with all the aiFeSion of a brother, embraced 
and kifled him: and after fome friendly 
converfation, they parted. (f^T When a 
man's ways pkafe the Lordj he maketh 
even his eneviies to be at peace with him. 

Jacob journeyed to Succoth^ and from 
thence to ifa/^m, where he built an altar 
to God . While he abode there, his daughter 
Dinahy out of a filly curiofity to fee the 
young women of that country, and the 
faihions of the place, went to a great fe&» 
tival at Shechem ; where her beauty capti- 
vated a young prince, named Shechem^ 
who carried her away by force, and defiled 
her. The young man indeed would after- 
wards have married her ; but her brothers 
refented the injury to fiich a degree, as to 
kill Shechem and the men of the city, and 
to take the women and children captives. 
Jacob was grieved at this furious and cruel 
proceeding of his fons ; and from an appre- 
henfion that the inhabitants of the land 
would revenge it upon his family, removed 
his habitation ; and went by tfie dired^ion 
of God, to Bethel'^ and from thence to 
his father, to the city of Hebron^ in \hc 
p}am of Mamrc) whcfe, ^boux. feSxfctxv 
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years afterwards, IfaaCy being one hundred 
and eighty years old, died, and was buried 
by his ions JSJau and Jacob. 

CHAP. XIV. 

THE HISTORY OF JOSEPH. 

Before JOSEPH was the favourite fon of 
Chrift Jacoby becaufe he was the eldeft 
^^^^' fon of his dear Rachel ; lie loved him 
more than all his children. This partial 
afFedlion of his father, and a dream which 
he lelated to his brothers, denoting that his 
condition in the world would be higher 
tlian theirs, made him the objeft of their 
envy and hatred. Therefore one day, when 
they were feeding their flocks, and faw 
Jojeph coming toward them, they cried 
out, here cometh the dreamery let iis kill 
him. Being difluaded, however, by Reuben 
from fhedding his blood, they ftripped him, 
and threw him into a pit; but feeing fome 
merchants, who were at that time provi- 
dentially pafSngby into Egypt^ they drew 
him up, and fold him to them. After 
which they ftalned his coat with blood, and 
carried it to Jacob ; who concluded from 
thence that his fon was devoured by a wild 
bcafl: ; and he put on fackcloth, and mounicd 
for him ninny clays. Jojeph m ll\^ \xie3.i\ 
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time was carried into Egypt ; and ibid to 
Potiphai\ an officer of dii^nAion under 
Pharaoh the king ; where the Lord nuidc 
all that he did to pro/per^ (b that he found 
favour in the ilght of his mafter, who made 
him overfeer of his houfe, and put all that 
he had into his hands. But his blooming 
hopes of happinefs were foon Mailed ; for 
the wife of Potiphar^ burning with impure 
defirr;, endeavoured to draw him into fin ; 
be was however too good to yield to her 
foiicitation, and faid to her, how can 1 fin 
againll.God? And when fhe prefled him 
moil earneilly, he refolutely fled from the 
temptation. Full of indignation at this 
contempt of her, ihe accufed him falfely to 
her hufband : and Potiphar top readily be- 
lieving what ihe faid, put him in prifon. 
But the Lord was with Jo/eph in the dud- 
geon ; and the keeper of it was fo charmed 
with his good temper and patjent beha- 
viour, that he ufed him very courtCQufly, 
and entruiled him with the care of the pri« 
ibners. 

It happened, that the chief baker and the 
chief butler of PAaraohj whc^ were in the 
fume prifon, dreamed each a dream ; and 
Jq/c'pA interpreted their dreams to them; 
. foretelling, that ^3ii the expiradotv ot >5ca^fe 
days, the bak^ would be h^n«4 ou ^ vt*fc%. 
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and the butler be reftored to his place : Then^ 
added he to the butler, think on mCy and 
Jkew kindnefs^ J pr^y thee, and take me 
out of this houfe* As he had foretold, ' (b 
it came to pais. fp3r But pomp and plea«- 
fure are apt to divert the mind from the 
obligations of gratitude ; the butler, in the 
midit of his profpcrity^, forgot his poor 
friend, the inters reter, in prifon. 

Some time after, Pharaoh had twa 
'dreams; he faw feven fat cows devoured 
by feven lean cows; and again, he faw 
Jeven full ears of corn devoured by feven 
thin withered ears. When the wife men. 
of the country could not explain thefc. 
dreams, the butler recollefbed Jofeph^ and 
fpake of him to the king ; upon which he 
was fent for out of the prifon, and the king 
related his dreams to him. Jofeph inune- 
diately, by the af&ftance of God, informed 
Pharaoh^ that the feven fat cows and feven 
fiili ears, fienified feven years of plenty 
which would be in the land ; and the feven 
lean cows and feven lean ears, fignified 
feven years of famine which would fucceed 
them. Let therefore Pharaoh appoint 
cfficers over the land^ and let them gather 
co)^ in the feven plenteous years: dnd 
//its Jbod Jkall ht for JiQrt agwifi ihe 
y^ven^^rs of famine. 
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The king was aftonilhed at the M^dom 
of Jcfepk^ and concluding juftly from 
thence, that the ffirit of God was in him^ 
appointed him to this office, and gave him 
fuU power over his whole kingdom. The 
feven years of plenty came accordingly, 
and immenfe quantities of corn were laid 
op under his ^redlion. I'hen the famine 
commenced; and when the people cried 
out for bread, the (lore-houfes were open-» 
ed, and the com was fold to the EgifP'^ 
tians and the neighbouring nations. • 

The famine ^read itielf to Canaani 
and Jacobs having been informed that rhere 
was com in EgypU though he little thought 
by whofe hanJs it was difpofed of^ fent his 
fons thither, keeping only Benjamin at 
home. When they were prefcnted to Jo- 
feph^ they bowed thetnfelves before him 
with their faces to the earth, in acknow« 
ledgment of his fuperiority, as had been 
foretold by his dream. He immediately 
knew them, but made himfelf ftrangey 
andfpake roughly to them^ accufing them 
as fpies who came to fee the nakedntfs of 
the land. Upon which they informed 
him, that they came from the land of Ctf- 
naan ; that their father had twelve fons ; 
that one was dead, and the youngelt was 
left at boufc, Jofeph was d'vSSkvvsSxa^ \i\^ 
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their report, and perhaps doubted whether 
Brvjamin was really alive : Hereby ftioil 
ye be proved, faid lie ; fend one of you to 
jeteh your brother, attd the rcji Jhall be 
ktpt in prifm. 

Their prelent diftrds reminded them of 
their former guilt; their inhuman treat- 
ment of their brother nilbed into their 
minds, and with felf-condcmning confcien* 
ee», they faid one to another, }Ve are 
verily guilty concerning our brother, 
hficaufe we Jaw the angu^ of his Jaul, 
when he be/ought us, and we would vot 
hear ; therefore is this dljlrefs come upon 
vs. ^ Such is the convii^ion of every 
wicked man, when calamity ovcrtakcshim, 
lAlihough he may for a time darken the 
light of confcienrc, (that candle nf the 
Lord within us) yet it can never be totally 
put out. Upon a fudden misfortune, or 
■iangcrous fit of ficknefs, the fenfe of guilt 
revives : and while the hand of God is telt, 
the juftice of the puniHiment is acknow-; 
Icdgsd, Therefore keep iiiiwcencu ; a»d 
do the thing that is right ; for that, ahd 
that only, will bring a wan peace at the 
lajl. 

Jofeph however only detained Simeon, 
and difmiflcd die rell, with an order that 
/Aej' JhouM bring ^eujamhi with thiin» 
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when thcjr returned. The relation of what 
had pafled in Egypt filled the mind of jir. 
coh with uneafy refledlions and dreaftlful 
apprehenfions ; and when his fons were 
obliged to go again for corn, ic was with 
ffreat difficulty, that they perfuaded iiim to 
wt BeT^amin go; not without repeited 
aiTurances, that they would bring him back 
fafe. ITiey were immediately upon their 
arrival introduced to Jofeph^ who enquired 
tenderly after his father's welfare ; but was 
fo fenfibly touched and*afFe£ted at the fight 
of his brother Bertjamin^ that he was 
obliged to withdraw from them, left his 
tears fhould difcover him. He afterwards 
entertained tliem with great kindnefs, and 
difi:ingui(hed Btnja7nin with particular 
marks of regard. 

Jofeph had privately commanded his flew- 
ard to put his filver cup into Benjarnm^s . 
fack; and the next morning, when they 
were gone out of the city, they were fol- 
lowed, and charged with ingratitude and 
robbery.— The cup was foon found ; and 
the innocent Bevjaviin was carried back, 
as a thief, to Jofeph. His brothers alfo 
returned in great aftonilhment and aflSidlion, 
and, proilrating themfelves, entreated ear- 
neftly for his deliverance. Jofeph^ who was 
now, fully &cis&cd of their fmcw^ ^m\R:Mi!^> 
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and their love of Benjamin^ could refrain 

no longer ; but, throwing his arms about 

their necks, laid, / am Jofeph ; (loth vij/ 

father Jf€t live 9 And perceiving them to 

be deeply afFefled and troubled at his pre^ 

fence^ he addrefTed them with the moft 

kind and gentle expreflions ; Come near 

we^ I pray you ; I am Jofeph your bro* 

ther^ whom ye fold into Egypt ; but be 

"not grievedy that ye fold me info E^'\it; 

for God feixt me be/ore you to prc/ene 

life. So now it u^as not you that Jent vie 

hither J but God. fifrf Thus he endca- 

vourcd to comfort them ; to niake them 

forget their pafl faults, and to fpeak peace 

to their minds. — He then direfted them tc 

haflen to Jacob to acquaint him that hii 

fon Jofeph was lord of all Egypt ; and tt 

bring him and his whole family into Egypt j 

that ^e might pay his duty to his agei 

father, and that they might all partake o 

the pl^fity which God had provided. 

The heart of Jacob upon the return of hi 
fons, was filled with joy : and he faid, I 
is enough (1 dcfire nothing more in thi 
world) Jofeph, vw fon^ is yet alive ; . 
XiHl go and fee him bcfoi^e J die. He fc 
out; he arrived fafe in Egypt; but th 
pieafure of the inttrview between fuch o 
^c^tionate pnrcnt and fuch 'a <\uX\Ju\.fo\\ ^ 



The Hiflory of Jo/eph^ 4$ 

not to be defcrilH;4* Jofeph fell on his 
neckf and wept on his neck a good while ; 
and Jacob faidy n<nv let vie die^ jince 1 
havefeen thy face* Jacob and his family 
were fettled in the land of Goflien^ where 
they lived in gieat plenty ; and after fomc 
time, the good old man^ having bleiTed 

^ his children, and foretold that the J/e/- 
• fiah (hould defcend from Judah^ died in 
peace. 

g^" What fcntiments of piety and good- 
nefs arife in the heart upon confidering the 
thai*a6ler of Jofeph I patient under afflic- 
tion; honeft and juft in his ftewardfliip; 
refifting temptation, and fleeing from it; 
living under the fear of God, and fup- 
ported by his prefence; rifmg from the 
loweft fcene of difgrace and mifery to the 
higheft dignity ; providing: for the wants 
of the people ; cherifliing a fpirit of forgive- 

• nefs and brotherly love under the greateft 
injuries, and pouring plenty and comfort 
into the breaft of his aged father. 

{^ There are alfo fcveral circnmftances, 
particularly his being hated by his brethren, 
his defcending into the dungeon, and being 
raifed to rule over Egypt; which, by 
their refemblance, naturally lead the mind 
to Chriji I and though too much ftrefs 
ShoM not k^ laid upoli {uc\\ id&tcSc^asi^tSix 
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yet thev Jtiay be prudently ufed to direft the 
eye and heart to Him, who ii the end of the 
law and all die Scriptures. - 



CHAP. XV. 

THE SLAVERY OF THE ISRAELITES 
AND THE BIRTH OPPOSES. 

npHE fons of Jacob and their defcendants, 
^ in procefs of tinie, multiplied fo much, 
that the land of Gojhen was filled with 
them. They were called Ifraelites^ from 
the furname of Ifrael^ which God had 
given to Jacob : and fometimes they were 
called Hebrexvs^ from Heberj one of their 
anceftors ; and afterwards Jexcs^ from Jm- 
dah. But after maqy years the mecpory 
of Jofeph and his great fervices was loft ; 
and a new kine arofe, who, inftead of pro- 
teSing the Ifraelites^ was jealous of dieir 
increafing numbers and ftrength, and de- 
termined by all means to reduce them to 
a low ftate. He therefore employed them 
like {laves, in making bricks, and building 
cities; and made their lives bitter with 
h^rd bondage; but the more he affliSled 
them^ the more they multiplied and grerv t 
at which he was u) enraged, as to com- 
/awd, that all ifieif male ixx&^ts fl^uI4 b^ 



The Slavery of the J/raelites. 45 

dcflroyed, as foon as they were b6m« A 
Before Certain Jlebrexv woman, however, 
Chrift tsXiti Jochebtd^ having been deli- 
1671. vered of a fon, hid him for three 
months ; and at length, tlirough feariof his 
being difcovered and (Iain, (he laid him in 
a banket, among the flags in the river ^ile ; 
Miriam^ the fifter of the child, was placed 
at a diftance, to fee what would become of 
him. 

Tlie king's daughter foon came with 
her maid fervants to bathe in the river ; and, 
having found the bafket, was afFedled with 
the fight of the weeping infant, and melted 
into pity, Mhiam^ who had joined her-* 
feif witn the attendants, offered to call a 
Tiurfe; and, being fent for that purpofe^ 
ran with joy for Jochehed. So the infant 
was happily placed under the care of his 
own mother ; and when he was fufficiently 
grown, was brought back to Pharaoh\ 
daughter, who called him Mofes^ (which 
means faved out of the watt)\) and had 
.him educated, as her own fon, in the 
knowledge and wifdom of the Egyptians, 

Mojes^ when he was grown to man* 
hood, turned his eye and heart from the 
honours of the court to the afHidions of 
bis brethren. ' He therefore frequently 
vifitcd and convcrfcd with theav •, wd o^^ 
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day, having obfervcd an Egyptian doing 
wrong and injury to an Hebi^ew^ he fmptc 
hitn and killed him. When Pharaoh heard 
this^ he fought tojlajf Mofes ; who, upon 
that account, fled to Midt'an^ to Jethro^ 
the prieft of that country ; he afterwards 
married his daughter and lived with hira as 
keeper of his flocks. < 

After feveral years, as he was feeding 
the flocks near mount Iloreb, he faw a 
bu(h flaming with fire, and yet not in the 
lead confumed. Wliile he flood in amaze- 
ment at the ftrange fight, a voice ifltied 
from the place, faying, / am the God of 
Abraham, the God of Ifaac, and the God 
of Jacob; / have Jeen the jyppreffjon of 
my people^ and nave heard their cryt 
and Iwillfefid thee to Pharaoh, that thou 
fnayeji lead them out of Egypt : ^iw* / mill 
brmg them into a land flowing with milk 
and homy. Mofes was no lefs aftonifhed 
at what he heard, than at what he (axv ; 
and exprefled his fears at undertaking fuch 
an important and difficult enterprife, be* 
caufe he was a perfon of no authority or 
eloquence. But God exhorted him to be 
of good courage, and promifed that He 
would be with him, and give him power 
to work miracles for the deliverance of his 
people; and that ^aron^ his brother,^ 
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ihould go with him, as his fpeaker upon 
the occafion. . 

ffSr When God in his providence ap* 
points us to any important or arduous fer«v 
vice, let us not plead inability, and confer 
with fiejh and blood; but immediately 
prepare ourfelves to do it, and go on in the 
face of every poffible discouragement, tnift- 
ing in that comfortable promile, Afy grace 
is Jiiffictent for thee ; for my flrength if 
Tnade perfedl in weaknefs. 



as 



CHAP. XVI. 

TH^ PLACU£S OF EOYFT. 

3»&i« TTITHEN Mofes and Aaron arrived 
Chrift ^^ at the land of Go/ken^ they ac- 
**^^* quainted the elders of Ifrael with 
what uie Lord had fpoken, and convinced 
them of the truth of it by fome miracles;^ 
which he had enabled them to perform. 
They then proceeded to Pharaoh^ and in 
^e name of the Lord required him to let 
the Ifraeiites go into the wildernefs, that 
they might hold a feaft unto the Lord. 
Pharaoh however treated the meflage with 
contempt, and enjoined the tafk-mafters to 
lay heavier burdens upon tl\e ^eo^t: . 
Jfo/esand Jtaron went again to ^Sa^^waav 
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and In order to prove the divine anthority 
by which they adled, wrought fome mira- 
cles before him, f^ but the Lord hardened 
his heart, or rather permitted him to harden 
his own heart ; for God did hot make him 
wicked, but by his own continued obdinate 
wickednefs he brought this judgment of a 
hardened heart upon himfelf. — After this 
Mofts and Aaron turned all the water of 
Egypt into blood, fo that the fiih died, 
and the rivers ftank ; and feven days after 
they brought a great plague of frogs, which 
covered the whole land, and fwarmcd even 
in the rooms and chambers of the king» 
Pharaoh feemed a little humbled, and en- 
treated Mofes to pray to God for relief, 
with a promife that he would permit the 
Hebrews to go aQd do facrifice unto the 
Lord. But as foon as this plague, upoa 
the prayer of ilofes^ was removed, he for- 
got the caufe of it, and refufed to fulfil his 
promife. — ^The Lord puniflied his obilinacy 
and falfliood by fending great quantities of 
lice both upon man and bead -, and after- 
wards fwarms of pedilential flies which cor* 
ruptcd the land. The Jcing was fo affected 
with thefe grievous calamities, as to apply 
to Mofes (or relief: the defired relief was 
granted: but ftiU Pharaoh hardened his 
Mcart^ 
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Tlien God fent a murrain among the 
eattle, of which they ahnolt all died ^ then 
a ficknefs among the people, which covered 
their bodie)5 with fore boils and ulcers; 
then dreadful ftonns of thunder, lightning, 
and hail, very grievous, fucb as Egupt 
had never futfered before; then he (ent 
innumerable locufis, which devoured all the 
remaining fruits of the earth ; and afterwards 
a thick heavy daiknefs, which Jliut theni 
up in their iioufea as prifoners^ and feU 
tered them with the bands of a long night. 
Pharaoh could nut but feel thefe terrible 
e£Fedb of divine vengeance, and yet he flill 
tvent on finning and lepenting, and repent- 
ing and finning : again he entreated Mofrs :. 
again the plagues were removed; and 
again he hardened his heart. (3* How 
«pt are men, in the time of afflidlion, to 
flee to God, as their only hope and refuge ; 
and yeC upon deliverance from die danger, 
to forget their benefactor, and make no 
due acknowledgment for his mercies ! 
when diftrefs and anguifli take hold of 
them^. they appear to he penitent, devout, 
and g9od ; but when their wifhes are an^ 
iweied, and things go on fmoothly, they 
iice no fbrther need of diviig^ afiiftance, and 
their pious refohitions pafs away like the 
early ^/es/i.-^How bafe auA urv^^^^^w^^ '>!^ 
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that temper, which is only to be drivctt 
by fear, and never to be won by good- 
nefs ! 

At laft God fent down deftruflion upoa 
die firft-born of the Egyptians ; and there 
was a dreadful cry and confuiion through 
the land; for there was not a houfe in 
'which there xcas not one dead. Terrified 
and confounded at this dreadful inftancc 
of the power of God,' and not knowing 
what might be the end of his anger, Pha^ 
raoh fent haftily for Mofes and Aaron i 
and faid, Rife vp^ get you forth from, 
among my people^ both you and the chil- 
dren of Ifrael ; take your flocks alfo^ ani 
your herds; and go fei^e the Lord. The 
Egyptians indeed were fo afFe<fted with 
the plagues whidh God had fent, and fo 
glad to get rid of the IfraeliteSy that they 
made them many rich prefents, and gave 
them whatever they defired. — ^This dar 
was commanded by the Lord to be obfcrvcd 
for ever by the Ifraelitez^ as a foiemil 
feftival; and to be called the Pqffhver; 
becaufc, when he dcftroyed the firft-born of 
the Egyptiajis^ he pajfed over the If 
raelitcs, and alfo delivered them from their 
cruel and opprcffive bondage. 
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CHAP. XVIL 

THE DESTRUCTiqN OF PHARAOH. 

TIT HEN the Jfraclites had been gone 
^ ^ foine days journey, Pharaoh^ being 
informed that they intended to leave his 
Lingdom, purfued them with a numerous 
army, in order to bring, them back. But 
the Lord led his people, and protefted them 
in a wonderful manner ; for He went be* 
fore them hy day in a pillar of a cloudy 
mid bi/ night in a pillar of fire to give 
thevi light ; and thus thev. marched fe- 
curely by day and night. Vet when they 
were overtaken by Pharaoh near the Red 
Sea, and found tnemfelves, as it were, be- 
iieged; by a great army behind, and the 
Red Sea before them, they diftrulled the 
divine power, and murmured againft their 
leader. But Mo/es, at the command of Godf 
ftretched his hand over the fea, and imme- 
diately the waters were divided, and became 
as a wall on the right hand and on the left^ 
fo that there was a dry path for them, and 
they walked with fafety to the other fliore. 
Pharaoh and all the Egyptians purfued 
them in thefamepath; but ^/^e^again ftretch^ 
cd out his hand, and the fea returned to its 
firength ; the waters ruihed violently u^oa 
ihew, and not ono, of theiu efca^^ii. 

F 2 
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{^ The enemy faid^ I will pin[fue^ I 
will overtake f I will divide the J poil ; my 
handfliall dejlroy them^ 

Thou didji blow with thy windy and the 

fea covered them: they Junk as lead in 

the mighty waters^ Who is like unto thee^ 

O Lord; glorious in hoUneJs^ fearful in 

praifeSf doing xi'onders t 

The Lordjhall reign for ever and ever. 

CHAP, XVIII. 

THE WANDERING IN THE DESERT. 

A LTHOUGH >tbe Ifraclites had feca 
•^^ the great power of the Lord in the de- 
(Irudion of the Egyptians^ and had joined 
in a fong of tha^ki'giving for their deliver- 
ance ; yet they were foon forgetful of his 
mercies, and within a few days, being in 
want of water, upbraided their leader for 
having brought them out of Egypt ^ Their 
way to the land of CUnaan^ which God 
intended to give them, lay through a long 
wildernefs ; and hcf e, whenever they were 
in diilrefs or difficulties, indead of putting 
their trull in God, they murmured witli 
impatience, and reproached Mofest The 
Almighty, however, manifclled his power 
^/jd ^oodncfSf frequently, in l\\eu tv^ou^ ;— 
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by fweetnmg the waters of Mdrah ; — ^by 
caufing great quantities of quails to fall 
among them ; — by fending them bread from 
Heaven called Manna ; — ^by bringing wa- 
ter out of a rock at Rephidim ;— and by giv- 
ing th^m a complete vicSlory over the Avhale* 
kites. Thus by a continued "courfe of mira» 
cles, He conduced them to Mount Sbiai. 

This mount was a part of the great 
mountain Horeb^ on wliich Mofes had at. 
^tended Jetkro^ flocks ; butjwas diftinguifh. 
cd, upon the return of Mofcs, by the name 
of Sinai; on account of the BuJIt^ which 
flood on it, in which the Lord had appeared 
unto Mofes in a flame of fire. 



CHAP. XIX. 

THE LAW GIVEN. FROM MOUNT 5INAI. 

Ije'brc 'T'HE I/raeliteshsid not longpirched 

. Chrift ■*• their camp before Mount Sinat\ 

1441. when the glory of the Lord appeared 

upon the niountain with thunder and light- 

ning, and the found of a trumpet ; and God, 

having called Mofes to the top of the 

mount, made a covenant with the IfraeU 

iies^ that if they would obey his voice, they 

Jlwuld be a peculiar treafure unto Hvs\\ 

fi64n/e ali pecple. He tjhca ga.N^\A\Sk ^Ck^^ 



\ 
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ten commandments, which contain the fuin 
and fubft-ance of the moral law^ written cJn 
(lone ; the tables xcere the work of God^ 
and the writing was the wtiting of God,- 
graven on the tables. 

(J:lr The firft teaches, That there Is but 
one God, and that we are to worfhip him 
alone, and have him for our God, 

The fecond teaches, That we are not to 
worfliip God in an unworthy manner: by 
bowing down to a pifture ot image, or 
making any reprefentation of him ; and 
confequently, that we are to worjliip hiin 
infpirit and in truth, 

T\\c third, forbids all oaths, not only 
perjury, but common fwearing, and uling 
the holy name of God upon trifling occa- 
fions, and without a becoming fertoufncis 
and reverence. 

The fourth dire(^s us to reft from all la- 
bor, and lay afid« all worldly buiincfs (w\ 
the fabbath day ; and to keep it holy by 
reading and meditation, by public an4 
private prayer. 

The fifth. That we fhould honour and 
obey, love and comfort our parents ; and 
behave with proper refpedt to all who have 
a lawful authority over us. 

The fjxtbp That we (hould not wilfully 
mhI unlawfully take away theVvfe o^ ^s 
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perfon, nor do any kind of hurt to others, 
nor bear any malice or hatred in our hearts ; 
but (ludy, on the contrary, to live peace* 
ably with all men. 

The fevenrh, ITjat we fhould keep owT" 
(elves in temperance, fobemefs and chaf- 
tity» avoiding all indecencies of behavionr 
and converfation, and whatever has a tOK* 
dency to corrupt and defile the mind, 

ln« eighth, That we fhould not depnvB 
any perfon of his right and property, ci- 
ther by force or fraua ; but ihould be juft 
and honeft in all our dealings, and give to 
iftVcry man his due. 

The ninth, I'hat we Hiould not injure 
the reputation of others, either by falfc evi^ 
dence in a court of juAice ; or oy ilander, 
backbiting, and tale-bearihg, in common 
converfation. 

The tenth forbids all unlawful wijhes and 
unjuft de fires ; and is a fence and fecurity 
to the other cotnmandmcnts, by directing 
us not to envy what others enjoy, but ta 
he (uliy contented with our own ftatc and 
iircumftances. ' 

Lord have mercy upon us^ and write 
nil th.'ft thy laws in our hearts^ we A^- 
Jeech thee ! 

The Alipighty was plcafcd to At\Vs^\ "ikfe 
flp Jf^s iererai directions £o\ ^"^ y?>**. 
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government of the people, and to edablifh 
what is called the Ceremonial Law. He 
commanded him to ere<9: a tabernacle for 
public worf hip, and gave him particular in- 
ftru£tions concerning the building and the 
uterifils thereof; concerning the Office of 
HIgh-prieft, and the feparation of the Le^ 
vites for the performance of divine fervicc ; 
and concerning the burnt-offerings and fa- 
crifices, 

({rlr TJiere was a material difference be- 
tween the moral and the ceremonial law ; 
the former was far more excellent and va- 
luable th^n the latter. Tiic moral law is 
in its own nature good and excellent, and 
can'ies with it an mtrinfic obligation ; it is 
invariable, and muft continue the fame for 
ever. But the ceremonial law received all 
its efficacy and all its power of obliging,^ 
merely frorh its being poficively commanded ; 
it was only of a temporary nature, and gi- 
ven to a peculiar people ; it was \}c\zfliadow 
of things to Coyne, and to continue no lon- 
ger thai? till the fubftance a6laally appear* 
ed. — The end and ufe of it was, partly to 
diftinguifli the Jews, and, as it were, 
fence them againft the idolatry of iht neigh** 
bouring nations ; partly, by their purifica- 
• rions and waihings, to remind them of pu- 
pty of heart, and oblige them raoit ftxovv^^ 
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ty to the pra6lice of all moral duties ; but 
chieflv, by their offerings and facrificesy to 
cherini a lively faith and hope in that great 
Dejivercr, xvhofe foul Jhoidd be made an 
offering and facrifice for Jin. The law 
was a fchoolmajler to the Jews to bring 
them unto Chrift. 



CHAP. XX. 

THE WANDERING IN THE DESERT 
CONTINUED. 

TXTHEN Mofes had delayed^ for fc- 
^'^ veral days, to come down out of the 
vwunt^ (for he continued there forty days 
and nights,) the people required Aaron to 
make them fomc gods ; and they prevailed 
upon him to form a golden calf, as a god for 
them, to be the objcA of their worihip, 
and their guide and conduftor. ^ How 
weak atid blameable was Aaron in yielding 
to the importunicY of tlie people, and be- 
coming a partaker of their fin ? Yet, alas ! 
how apt are we all to give way to the hu^ 
moiir and opinion of the company we keep, 
even againft the light of our minds, and the 
convi6lion of our confciences? The fear- 
•f man brin^cth a Jnare^ hut xvlwfo put^ 
ieth his trujt in the Lord Jliall 6e Jaje, — 
As^ they were paying adovaUcnv vo ^\€^ 



I* 
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new idol, and finging and dancing round 
it, Mojes came down from tlie mountain J 
and was fo exceedingly moved with anger 
at their behaviour, that he threw down the 
tables of the'law, which he had in his hand, 
and brake them. He then deftroycd the 
image ; and commanded the fons of Levi 
to flay thofe who had been principally 
guilty pi this idolatry. ' He afterwards re- 
turned to the Lord, and made intercelEon 
for Aaron^ and the people : the Lord was 
pleafed to forgive their wickednefs; and 
commanded Alofes to write the ten com- 
mandments on two tables of ftone. * 

The people however fooii gave way to 
the natural corruption of their hearts ; diey 
offended God again and again, and many 
of them fufFered the juft effeft of their ob-. 
ftinacy and impietv. Nadab and Abihu 
were confumed by fke from heaven for dif- 
regarding the fire of the Lord upon tl>e sdtar, 
and bringing common fire into the taberna^ 
cle, xohich he commanded . them not."^ 
Many were dcllroyed at a place, called 
Tabheraby (that is, a bummg^ becaufe 
the Jive of the Lord burnt ramongji thtm) 
on account of their impatient repinings,^- 
Many died of a plague at Kibroth Hattaa" 
vah, (that is, the graves of lu/i) becaufe 
4£ie/ complsiincd of their iooi^ 2LtiA. lufiaL 
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for ftejh to eat. — One man was ftoned for 
blafpnemy ; another was ftoned for breaks. 
ing thejabbathi and Miriam was ftricken 
with leprofy for murmuring againft Mofes, 

When they had proceeded farther in the 
wildemefsy and drew near to Canaan^ 
Mofes fent twelve men to take a view of the 
land and its inhabitants ; who brought back 
an evil repolrty faying. The land eateth up 
the inhabitants tnereof and all the people - 
are giants^ and we were in our own fight 
but as gra/shoppers. The Ifraelites were 
fo difheartened and terrified with this, ac- 
count, that they again reproached Mofes^ 
and rcfolved to go back into Egypt. God 
was highly difpleafed with them for this 
contumacy and hardnefs of heart ; and de« 
daredy that for a punifliment they fhould 
wander in the wildernefs forty years, and 
that none of the people, who were above 
twenty years of age, except Jojhua and Ca- 
leb^ mould go into the land of Canaan ; 
the land flowmg with milk and honey, and 
abounding with all good things, 

^ They were diftruftful of that power 
and goodnefs, which had been fo often and 
fo wonderfully matufefted in their favour ; 
and defpaired of getting pofleffion of that 
land, which God had promifed to ^n^ 

iboDr^So it is with us ia o\v[ Yi^."^ xs^^^e^ 
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heavenly Canaan : our lufts are the cnc 
mies which oppofe our entrance ; and vt 
are apt» like the Jfraelites^ to look upo 
them as giants, and upon ourfelves as grafi 
hoppers. But be ^firo^ig in th^ Lord^ an 
ga forth in the power of his might; i 
cheerful dependence on his vi6lorious aic 
bid defiance to all your enemies, and la 
hour with renewed diligence and vigour t 
enter into the complete and eternal rejl q 
Ood^ that you may not fall after the Jam 
example of unbelief ^nd difobedience. 

Afterwards JKorah^ one of the heads c 
a tribe, and many other perfons of confi 
derable dignity, upbraided Mofes and Aa 
ron for lifting themfdves above the con 
gregation^ and excluding others from an 
{hare of honour and power ; and attempte 
by a feditious tumult, to deprive them o 
their authorkv, and to take the prlefthoa 
upon themfelves. But their rebellion wa 
punifhed in a wonderful manner ; for thi 
^arth opened wider them, and they am 
all that belonged to them, zcent dow\ 
alive into the pity and the earth clofck 
upon them. 

Thelfraelitesthkn wandered upan^dowi 

from place to place ; ^nd in the fandy defert 

q{ Kadejhf thev murmured for water 

jd^^/if therefore itrgck a lock^ tud a \}our 
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ed forth ftreams before them : but upoA 
this occafion Mofes and Aaron neglcdled 
to give the glory of the miracle to God« 
and aflfumed the honour and power of it in 
fome degree to themfelves : at which God 
^F^as fo highly offended, that he declared 
diey (houlu not enter the land of Proniife. 
Before From thence the people journeyed 
Chrift to Mount Hor^ where Aaron died ; 
a45^ and being refufed by the king of £ dam 
to pais through his country, and in want 
of providons, they again rebelled againft 
Mofes: for which crime God fent fiery 
ferpents among them, by whofe bites 
many were deftroyed; but upon their 
humility and repentance, he commanded 
Mofes to hang a brafen ferpent upon a 
crofs ; and the wounded perfons, by look- 
ing upon it, were healed. ^ What a 
lively emblem was this of him, who offer* 
ed himfelf a facrifice upon the crofs ; and 
upon beholding whom, with true repent- 
ance and faith, the wounded confciencs 
. obtains pardon and peace t 

After feveral marches and encampments^ 
they arrived at Pifgahy and having gained 
feveral vidlories over the Avwrites^ pro- 
ceeded to the plains of Moak. Balak, 
the king of Moab^ terrifiod at tVi^'c ^^<^ 
praaLcbf fcmt 6)f the prophcl fiaU^^ ^^ 

Q 
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curfe them in a folemn manner ; but when 
he came, the prophetic fpirit of God over- 
ruled his intentions, and caufed him to 
blefs them. 

Before ^^ length MofeSy being one hun- 
Chrift dred and twenty years old, and know- 
1461. jjjg .that the time of his death drew 
near, fct before the people the repeated mer- 
cies and commands of God, and exhorted 
and prefTed them, both by promifes and 
threatnings, to a faithful and conftant. obe- 
dience. After. which having taken (from the 
top of Mount Pifgah) a view of the country 
of Canaan^ which the Lord had promifed 
to the pofterity of Abrahanh and which 
they were foon to take po0eiEon of, he 
died in peace, and was tranflated inter the 
heavenly Canaan^ that better country, 
where are rivers of.pleafurc, and joys for 
evermore. 

t • , .1 - .. 

CHAP. XXL 

THE CONQUEST OF CANAAN BY JOSHUA. 

T T PON- the death of Mo/es God appoint* 

^ ed JoJktJUi to be commander and judge 

over the IlraeliteSj and to conduct th^ 

into the land of Canaan ; and as no le& 

* than the divine aid could fupport him in 

Jiicb a, (iuScuit undertakmj^^ Ocue Mxsd^Vvi^ 
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endued him with Areiigth and wifdoA 
equal to tbe work, and encouraged hfm 'witb 
this gracious promile, I will never leave 
tfiecy norjorfake thee, (jdr Every fincerc 
ChriAian may apply thefe words to himfclf, 
and in the midft of the greateft fears and dan. 
gers, not only trufl^ bot.evai boa/l in the 
divine prefence and proteftion, boldly fay- 
ing <, the Lord is my helper ; I willnotfear 
7i)hat manfliall do unto me. For God hath 
faid^ Iwill never leave thee ^norjorfake the§. 
Jojbua^ having leamtthe ftatc of the coun- 
'try, and the difpoiition andftrength of the 
inhabitants, by two fpies, whom he fent to 
Jerichoj the nrft city on the other fide of 
the river Jordan^ led the army to the bank 
of the river ; and the priefts, by divine di- 
reftion, went before the people^ bearing 
the Ark of the Covenant. The ark was a 
fmall chcft, or coffer, overlaid with gold ; 
the lid or cover of which was called the 
^fercy-feat^ being confidered as the place 
of God's ipecial and gracious prefence. It 
was called the ark of the covemnntf becaufe 
it was a fyrobol or reprcfentation of the cove- 
nant made between God and.ttis people, and 
contained the two tables of the law, which 
they were required on their part to fiilfil — 
Gorl was pleafed to confirm the auihority 
pi Jq/fftia M Jordan^ asheVva^Xwfe^^^^^^- 

8 
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firmed the authority of Mofes at the Red 
fea * for as foon as the feet of the prieils 
touched the extremity of\ the fiver^ the 
^rrent was flopped : the dry ground ap- 
peared ; and the people palFed over in iafety. 
Jajliua inimediately laid fiege to Jerkho ; 
and after a folemn proceffion of the army, 
with the priefts bearing the ark round the 
eity once a day for feven days, the walb 
of it fuddenly fell down flat to the ground ; 
,fo that the ifraelites entered and took pof- 
feflion of the place without any difficulty. 
The Lord had commanded them utterly to 
deftroy all the people of the land, on ac* 
count of their grofs idolatry and monftrous 
wickednefs, and thus to make them a mo* 
nument of his jufl: difpleafure and hatred 
a^inft fin ; they therefore put all the inha- 
bitants to the fwordy and fpared not a liv- 
ing creature, except Rahab and her family, 
who had entertained the fpies, and obtain- 
ed from them a promife of fafety. 

As foon as Jojhua had reftored order to 
the camp after the deftru£tion of Jerich^^ 
he fent three thoufand men againft the city 
Aij where they met with an uncxpediea 
repulfe on account of the impiety oiAcharif 
who, contrary to the expreis uire^ion of 
God, had taken and concealed a rich gar- 
meat aod^.sL wedge of gold, !^^Tt of tlM 
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plunder of Jericho. ^ Take heed^ and 
beware of cave toufnc/s.^ The treachery 
however bein^ difcovered, and the people 
fanflifi^d by pe punifliment of the offen- 
der, they agaii) attacked the city and took 
it. Upon this the neighboui jng kings were 
alarmed and joined their forces together;' 
but the Qibeonite^i fearful of the event, 
fent meffengers t6 Jofliua^ and by a ftrata- 
gem obtained an alliance with him. ffe 
jafterwards defeateJd the army of the CV/- 
tiadniteSy and put the confederate kings to 
3eath. The power of God was remarkably 
difplayed upon that occafioh ; for, during 
the flight of the enemy, the clouds were 
convened into very large hail-ftones, by 
which more were deflfoyed than by the 
fword ; the fun and the n^oon alfo flood 
-ftill, and the day was confiderably length- 
ened, fo that tlie zeal of the Ifraelites was 
not obftruftpd in the purfuit and- flaughter 
of their adverfaries. 

Thus the Lord God fought for Ifraely 
and led them on to fucceffive vidlorics, till 
tlie Canaanites were alrooft wholly fubdued, 
ITien JoJIiua applied himf^^lf, by the di- 
re<Jtion of God, to the drvifion of the land ; 
an cxadl furvey of it having been taken, 
each tribe had a pofleffion by lot ; and the 
kpdA allotted was divided nmou^^^^^^^ 



66 The ConqueJ} of Canaan by Jejhua. 

ral families of the tribe, according to the 
number of perfons belonging to it. The 
tribe of Levi indeed had no (hare or portion 
in the diviiion of the land ; becaufe being 
chofen by the Lord to be his priefis and 
miniftcrs, to prcferve knowledge and preach 
the law, they were to be intermixed for 
that purpofe with the other tribes, and to 
b^ fupported by tithes' ai^d the offerings of 
the altar. 

Jojhua governed the Ifraeliies in peace 
and profperity about feventeen years after 
their eflabliihnaent in Canaan / when, find- 
ing himfelf drawing towards his end, he af- 
fembled all the heads of the tribes before the 
Lord; and having reminded them, in a 
very pathetic fpeecb, of the many wonder* 
ful mercies which Goil had beAowed upon 
them and their fathers, and (hewed them 
how much it was their intcrefl, as well as 
duty, to perfevere in the pure worihip of 
the Deity, and the faithful obfervance of. 
his laws, he exhorted them to renew their 
covenant with God, in fuch a folemn man- 
ner, as might fix a lafling impre/fion upon 
their hearts. To which they all cheer- 
fully afTented, and engaged themfelves by 
the mod (acred protefbtions and promifes, 
declaring publickly, The Lord our God 

u'/// mjervCf nvA his voice "wjiit wc tfrcj^v 
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CHAP. XXII._ 

THE HISTORY OF THE JUDGES. 

Before H^HERE is no exprefs record, dm 
Ciinft -L any particular perfon immedi*. 
1425. ji^^iy fucceeded Jojhua in the title 
and power of Judge of Ifracl; yet there 
is great reafon to apprehend, that Caleb 
a£ied in that character , who at the head of: 
tbe tribe of Judah gained many vi£iorieS 
over the neighbouring nations; feveral 
other tribes aUb gained great advantages 
over thofe people near ^mom they were 
planted* Tlie Lord however did not en*. 
tj'rely drive out the Canaamtes: but on 
account of the difobedience of the IfratU 
iieSf fuffered fome to remain, as inftro* 
ments of their chaftifement, declaring to 
them, ihet/ Jliall he as thorns in jfow 
jideSf and their gods Jhall be a/nareunto 

Accordingly indeed by convcrfing with 
the heathens and intermarrying with them, 
(which they were forbidden to do) they, 
foon forgot the Lord God, who had done 
fuch greatthings for them,andferveddie gods, 
of thofe countries called Baalim. The 
word Baal fignifies Lord : thefe £ajfe gods 
vrercgeaeraily^ woribippedupoviYa^'^^iK^ 
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which were full of trees and fliady grovj^s. 
^ How flioi'ld we learn from the ex- 
ample of the Jews to ayoici the company 
of the wicked and profane; for evil coni- 
vninicafton corrupts good manner s.-^lr^ 
confequehce of their idolatry ' and wicVed- 
jiefs, the hand of the Lord was againjl 
ihtm for evil; and they were muc^ Ha- 
raffed and perplexed with internal calamities 
and foreign enemies. ' ' 
Before Micahy of the tribe of Epkraimy 
jChrift had fo far degenerated from true i e- 
■^^^^^; llgion, as to xei up images in his own 
houfe for worfhip, exctifmg himfelf on ac- 
count of his diflance from Shiloh^ where 
the Tabernacle wais placed : He had pre- 
vailed lifcewife upon a Levitt to diyell with 
him, and perform religi()us offices ; but the 
Danites^ having accidentally difcovered 
the priefts and the images, carried theiu 
away, and purfued the fame idolatrous 
worfhip.-7-Ab6ut thjs time' alio the people 
of Giiedhi of the irVbe of jBei^aminy were 
guilty of horrid barbarity to one of the Le- 
vites and his ' iVife ; and their brethren, 
inft^ad of giving tip the offenders to -punifti'- 
jhen^,* when ^hey were demanded by the 
father ttibei, pVdtcftcd them : uj)on which 
i jtJ^pdy ' -pvir enfucd, and the Benjamitei 
j^re aUooii totaHy dfcftto7dlV ' ' 
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Tlie Lord alfo fudged the people to fall 
an ea{y conquefi into the hands of the king 
of Mefopotamia^ who exacted a heavy trw 
bute from them for eight years : *biit upon 
their repentance and crying to him for help» 
he raifed up Oikniel^ the Ibn-in-bw oif 
Caleb, to be their Judge» who defcateti 
their enemies, and gave them peace and 
tranquillity for forty years. After the death 
Before ^^ Othniel^ the chiUixn of Jfrael 
Chrift again did evil in the fight if the 
1325. Xorrf, who for that reafon redoced 
them into fobjedlion to the MoahiteSy tiH 
they turned unto him with homility and 
penitence : upon which he recovered them 
from their fiavery by the bands of Ehud. 
After him, Shamgar^ a man of fingokur 
Arength and valour, made a great flaughtcr 
of the Phiiyiinesj who had invaded their 
territories } and he wrought out their delt* 
verance. ITiefe warnings however had 
but Hide effeSk ; they again offended God, 
and were therefore expoled to the oppreffion 
of Jabin^ king of Canaan j for many years ; 
but when they were brought to a fenfe of 
their impiety, he fet them free by J}cbo* 
rah, who judged Ifrael ; foi.~ Bmnk,, under 
her diret^on, defeated a numerous army 
commanded by Si/tra; and Jael kiUedi 
Si/i'ra by driving a nail iuta Vus XiUB^^i^xsu ^ 
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While they enjojied the fruits of "t 
.deliverance in peace and plenty, they \ 
gratefully forgpt their Almighty IJelivei 
jind fell again into idolatry and fin. fjfS' T 
ivas generally their cafe^ and is indeed 
cafe of jnany : in the time of danger j 
diftrefs, they fee their folly, and bum 
ihcmfelves before tjip Lord^ but in 
time of profperity they become tare 
and profane ; and iheir language is^ Vl' 
IS the L^rd that we fhould obey 
voice? — For their repeated crimes tl 
were brought into miiei able bondage un 
the MtdiamteSy till upon their repenta 
an Angel called GideoTj from the threfhi: 
floor, to be Judge of Ijrael^ who p 
formed many glorious actions, and 
only freed tneijri from their enemies, 
alfo reft )red them to a flouri/hing por 
jtion, and led them from idolatry to the t 
/ worfhip of God. At his death AbimeU 
Before ^^^ of his fons, having flain all 
Chrift brothers, except jothairiy perfua 
14^36. t}jg ^liecheviites to make him ki 
This occafioned fome civil diflentions am< 
the people ; but afier three years, as "he ^ 
befieging a city, he was flain.— Tl^te, 
next' Judge, governed ttc ftate for twe 
three years, with prudence and fuccc 
^uc during . the admrniftraudn oi \iv> fcicc 
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for, Jair^ the peoplotf-ejeded the woHhlp 
of their own God,^heir almighty friend 
and benefaftor, and adopted and fervcd 
the gods of all the neighbotiring nations. 
The Phillftines and Amvumiies were 
therefore ftirred up againft them, and in** 
vaded them oil every fide. Upon which 
the Ifraelites^ in great codfternation and 
defpair, ran to the Deity whom they had 
offended, and eamcftly implored his Drg^* 
teQion and fuccour : but he faid urJ^rJIfein, 
Go and cyy unto the Gods whicUfK/e have 
chojen ■: let them deliver yon irt the tinu 
of your tribulation. Yet upon their hum- 
Before ^Jc confeflion and repentance, he 
Chriit raifed up Jephthah to be their Judge 
1188. a^d deliverer. Jephthah Was a ni^n 
of great courage and power ; he defeated 
and drove out the Ammonites^ invaded the 
land, deftroyed many of their cities, and 
revived the liberty and glory of Ifraeh 
But he blafted nis owii^ glory^ and embit-^ 
tered all hi^ days, by one ad of indifcre** 
tion and rafhnefs : for before he took the 
field againft the enemy, he made a vow^ 
that if he fliould return vidlorious, he 
would offer unto the Lord whatever came 
firfl^ out of his houfe to meev him. Un- 
happily his daughter, impaiient to fea Vvex 
father ag^, ran out firii to trabiwt\i«si^\ 
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and the affliAcd patrent thought himfclf 
obliged to da UTiUf ner according to his 
vow. 

There it rcafon to believe, that the vtdtim 
of this laffa vow was aot offered as a humaii 
&crifioe to God; becaufe fuch facrifices 
were expre£siy forbidden by the law, as 
odious and deteflable iti his fight ; and Jeph-^ 
ihah oiuit have known^ that no oath catt 
be binding and obligatory, where the 
matter^ of it is clearly unlawful. The 
words alfp may be underdood in a moxt 
favourable ienie, as implying only that fhe 
was to be the Lord's^ chat is, to be de- 
voted wholly to the fervice of God, and to 
lead a fmgle reclufe life. The difcharge 
of the vow, however, according to this 
mild conftrui^ion, mull have occafloued 
great anxiety and grief to Jephthah^ be- 
caufe thus he fecluded his beloved daughter 
from all fociety ; he was deprived for ever 
of her company ; and, as (he was his only 
child, could hiave no expedbtion of any 
pofterity to inherit his fortune and perpetuate 
his name. * 

(^ Vcfws are not to be made without 

great caution and deliberation. When we 

prefume, as it were, to make bargains with 

God, and engage concerning temporal af- 

£iics, than a Me wUl do (wchi ^ \J\vcv^ Cqn: 
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us J we. will do fuch a thing for Him ; we 
do but tempt God, and lay a fnare for oar- 
felves. — All vows, however, which are 
formed n\erely to bring us nearer to God, 
and oblige us to a more ftedfaft obedience, ' 
are not only lawful, , but prudent and ex- 
pedient. We fhould endeavour to bind our 
treacherous, hearts to liim with the moft 
£olemn ties, and firmly refolve to be and 
to do nothing but what is agreeable to bis 
will. Particularly every Chriftian fhould 
ferioufly refleft upon his baptifnial vow^ 
and frequently renew that covenant witl^ 
God in the facred ordinance appointed by 
Him^ through whofe mediation our fin-, 
cere, though imperfedJ, obedience will be 
accepted, even Jefus Chrifl, 



After Jephthahy Ibzan, and Elon, and 
Abdan fuccefTively judged IjratU of wliom 
nothing remarkable is recorded. God thea 
Before raifed a deliverer in an extraordinary 
Ciirift- manner, named Sampfon. His binh, 
1155. ^as miraculous, and foretold by an an- 
gel, and he was endowed with an uncommoa 
degree of flrength. He rent a lion as he 
would have rent a kid. He killed a thou- 
fand Phili/iines with the jawbone of an 
afs/ and being ihut up in lUe cvt^ Oa*a^ 

H 
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carried ofF the large heavy gates, and 
caped. He became a flavc however 
(cnfual pleafure, and was at length p 
fuaded by the artifices of a treachen 
woman, named Dalilahy to difcover i 
fatal fecret concerning his ftrengtb, t 
it confifted in his hair. \^ The lips oj 
wicked reovian drop as a honey *comb^ i 
Jilt fiattereth with her xvords; but t 
end is bitter as wormwood^ and her J 
go down fa death, — Dalilah foon took 
opjporlunity, while he was fleepingj 
cutting off his hair, and delivering 1 
into the hands of the Philiflines^ v 
confined him in prifon and put out 
eyes. igT The gifts and advantages, "v 
which God diftinguifhed the Judges 
others, according to the exigencies of 
people, did not exempt them from hui 
frailties: they might be furniflied \ 
miraculous endowments, and yet fall ll 
of thofe moral graces and virtues, wl 
are the objefts of his fpecial favour. M 
will plead in the laft awful day, L 
' Lordy have we not prophecied in 
name ? and in thy name done many » 
derful works ? to whom however he 
anfwer. Depart Jrmn me ye worker 
iniquity. 
Wbea Samp/on liad \i^Siz\ (ov\w^ tcvq 
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in miferable fcrvitude, (in which time hU 

hair was grown again, and his ftrength 

returned) . he was brought forth by the 

PkiliftineSy upon a great feftival, as an 

objeci of their mockery and fcorn. Full 

of indignation at this infult, he cried unto 

the Lord for help, that he might be avenged 

for the lofs of his eyes ; and having taken 

hold of the pillars of the houfe, in which 

the princes and nobles were afTembled with 

many others, he bowed himfdf with all 

his might ; upon which the houfe fell, and 

Sanvpjon and the Phili/lines were buried 

together in the ruins. 

Eli^ the high-prieft, fucceeded as Judge ; 
who, though of good difpofitions, wa» 
very indolent and remifs in the government 
both of the nation and his own family. 
his two fons, Hophni and PhineaSy who 
officiated under him, were guilty of the moft 
infamous crimes ; and by their example led 
the people, who were naturally prone to 
wickcdnefs, into the greateft abominations. 
Becaufe his fons made thenifelves vile^ 
and he i^eflrained them noty the Lord 
threatened to take the priefthood from his 
houfe, and to deftroy his family. Not 
long after this, the PhilijHnes attacked and 
defeated the Ifraelites ; Hophni ^ccvJl P\d- 
jfi?as were Hum, and the ark o£ iJa^ cqj^^^ 

H2 
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nant, whiph had been brought into tl 
camp in order to encourage the people, ai 
terrify the enemy, was taken.-— God fij 
fered that fpecial token of his prefence 
be rjemovcd from his people, becaufe the 
iniqds were eftranged from him, and > 
was not ill all their thoughts.^-Eli w 
impatient to know the event of the battl< 
and as foon as he heard^ not only that 1: 
fons were flain, but alfo that the ark w 
taken away, he fell backward from bis fe 
and died. * 

Before The Philijlines earned the holy ai 
Chriit to the city AJIidody and fet it in the hou 
1118. Qf Dagop, their god; but the va 
image fell upon his face before the ark, : 
it were in obeifance ; and God fent a fcvc 
aflEiidlion and pUgue among the people, 
that they gladly fent it back to the Israelite 
who placed it in the hoyfe of 4binadab : 
Gibeah. 

Saviuel^. who had been dedicated to tl 
Lord in a remarkable manner, and bred i 
under Eli from his infancy, fucceeded i 
the goyernipent, and ailed both as proph 
and judge. He was favoured by the A 
mighty with frequent revelations of h 
will : he preached to the people with 
sffe&ion and zeal, suid prevailed on 
tpput ^vi^y their ftxwg& %,o4s^ X^ cox& 
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their fins, and to ferve the Lord alone. H^ 
was alfo a wife and vigilant roagiftrate ; he 
adminiftered juftice with ^eat impartiality^ 
and took a circuit yearly through the king^ 
dom for that purpofe. But when he grew oM, 
and incapable of difcharging his public ofEce, 
he made his Jons judges over Ifrael; who 
degenerated from their father's virtue, per- 
verted jufticc for the fake of bribes, and 
oppreffed die people : upon which the elders* 
of IJratl rriade a general complaint to 
Samuel^ and earneftly requefted him to 
alter tlieir form of government, and to 
appoint a king to judge them like other 
nations. 

Samuel, by the particular direflion of 
the Lord, fet before them the many incon- 
veniences and grievances which would 
attend fuch a change; and alfo informed 
them, that, by thus infifting upon it, they 
rejefted the Lord from being their king; 
yet when, notwlthftanding the remon- . 
France of the prophet, they peififted obfli^ 
nately.in their demand, God ordered hiui 
to hearken. to their voice, and was pleafed 
to nominate Saul to the regal dignity. 
• ftlT We know not what temporal advan^ 
tages are moft conducive to our real intereft '^ 
^and frequently, with equal cag^erut^'^ ?ceA. ^ 
jgnarance, folicit thofe things viVudv viwMji^ 

H 3 
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be pernicious to us. God alone knc 
what will help us, anJ what will hurt u 
and all our prayers Ihould be odered, 
with entire dependence on his ^oodaefs, 
■with cntjre fubmiffion tr> his wifdom. ' (y, 
us, Lord, the things which are m 
convenient foi' us, whether we dejire Pit 
or not ; and keep from us, we befet 
thee, all evil things, even though 
fhould eamejily wtfti and pray for then 



THE BOOK OF I 

WHILE the Ifraelites were goven 
by Judges, the land was affliSed w 
a grievous famine ; during which, Etir, 
lech, a man • of Bethlehem, retired 
fafety, with his wife Naomi and his t 
fons, into the land of Moab ; where 
fons manied Orpah and Ruth. But a: 
fome time he and his fons died ; uj 
which Naomi reiblved to return into 
own country, and defired her daughteni. 
law to remain in Moab, under the c 
and proteiiion of their own relations.-r-l 
pak, with gicat reluiiance and many te 
too/c leave of her moihw, ■a'oi teicn&\n 
iuiJiuih clave unto Aer, fa'jm^v WKi 
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thou goefly I will go : thy people Jliall fte 
my people^ and thy God, my God. 

Upon their arrival at Bethlehem, Buth 
went irjto the fields of Boaz to glean corpi 
for their food. Boaz, though ahpunding 
in riches, was diligent, condefcending, and 
charitable. Obferve the behaviour of the 
mailer and the fervants : as he went into 
^e field, he fai4 to the reqpers. The. 
Lord be xeith you; and they anfwered 
film. The Loi'd t>lefs thee. — Having in- 
qnired into the family and circumftances of 
fiuth, whom he faw gleaning, he com- 
manded the men to let fall fome handful^ 
m her way ; contriving at the fame time tq 
give her a plentiful provifion without the 
iappearance of giving, and to fave her that 
ihame and cor^fufion, which modeft people 
jfeel upon receiving, 

Boaz wa3 fo charmed with the honeft 
induftry of Buth, and her dutiful afFeftioa 
to Naomi, that after a fruitlefs application 
to her fcinfmen for a hu{band, he himfel^ 
married her; and they had a fon called 
Obed, who was the father of JeJTe, and 
grandfather of David; from whom in a di- 
rect line the Saviour of the world def- 
cended, and i? therefore c^lcd the Son of 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

THE REIGN OF SAUL, 

BcfoT« C^ ULy a young man, as he wa» 
Chrift ^ looking for his father's affesjwhkh 
1095. had ftrayed from their pafture, was 
direfted by the Lord to Samuel^ and 
anointed to be King over IJraeL He was 
no fooner (bated upon his dirone, than the 
men of Jabejh-gileady being clofely be- 
iieged by the Ammonites^ implored his 
afiiftance ; upon which he immediately col* 
lefted fome forces, marched all night, at- 
tacked and defeated the enemy, and put 
them to 'flight with a very confiderable 
lofs. 

After this Jonathan^ the fon of Saul^ 
took a garf ifon from the PhUiftines ; who 
were fo much enraged at it, that they 
marched againft the Ifraelites with a vefy^ 
numerous army. The people were filled 
with conAernation and defpair; and SavJ^ 
thougli he had been commanded by Samuel 
to wait for his coming, yet hoping to raife 
the drooping fpirits of his iubjefts, offered 
the- burnt-offeiing himfelf ; for which ^St 
of prefumption the Prophet fliarply rebuked 
Jj/w, and told him that his fcingdimi nsiouUL 
£^/ coniiniU. The Loid w^ ig\fi»fe^^\tfi^ii- 
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ever, in compaffion to the people, to favour 
the arms of Jonathan^ and grant a remark^* 
able^vidlory over the enemy. 

Saul was afterwards fent to execute judg- 
ment upon the AmalekiteSj with an ex- 
prefs command 7iot to leave any creature 
alive. But he obeyed the command only ia 
part; for he faved A gag their king, and 
the beft of the cattle : and when Samuel^ 
upon hearing the bleating of thcjfieep and 
the lowing of \he oxerh charged him 
with the £ailure, he pretended that he 
had faved the cattle for a facrifice unto tho 
JLord. 

0^ There can be no good excufo v^ 
the wilful violation of our duty. Can we ; 
be faid to do the will of God, while wc 
do it only in fome particular inflances, and 
knowingly negle<^ it in others? Can a 
partial obedience be juftified in the fight 
of God, or to our own hearts?— Could 
thofe fpoils, which the Almighty had com* 
jnanded to be dcftroyed,, he a pleajing 
facrifice to him ; — or an external ceremony 
make amends for the breach of an expre6 

law ?— rCertainly not. ThQ Prophet 

therefore reje<5ked the hypocritical defence, 
and faid, Hath the Lord as great de- 
Jight in bui^t'Offeinngs and facrifices^ as 
fnpbej/ing t/^e voic^ ofth^ Lord^ BeVciV^^v 
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to obey is better than facrifice. — Thou hajl 
rejecitd the word of the Lord, and ike 
Lord hath rejected thee from being king 
over Ifrael. 

(j^ True religion confifts in doing the 
will of God with fincerity of heart. We 
muft renounce not only this or that fin, but 
all fin ; and muft obey not only this or that 
command, but all the commands of God» 
without exception or referve. Then fhall 
J not he djhamed^ then fhall I have confi* 
dence in thy favour and loving-kindnefs,. 
tfihen I have refpeB unto all thy corn^ 
fnandments, — Saul was deeply , aflFefted 
with the denunciation of Samuel. The 
lofs of the divine favour was attended with 
great perplexity and horror : there is no 
peace to the ioickedy faith the fcripture^ 
In this unhappy fituation, he was advifed 
to try the power of mufic, in order to di- 
vert his thoughts, and lull his mind to refl* 
For this purpofe, David^ a fhepherd, the 
fon of Jejfe^ who was famous for playing 
fkilfully upon the harp and finging hymns, 
was recommended to him ; and his mufic 
was fo excellent, that it charmed the paf- 
fions of the king, and in a great ineafure 
removed his diforder. 

The PhilijHnes returned with recruited 
/brccs 'aga,mil Jfraeli axui, vjVittv WxJ^ 
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armies were encamped near each other, 
Goliahy a gvint, day after day, challenged 
any of the Jfraelites to decide the war by 
-a fingle combat : but he was of fuch a pro- 
digious (lature, that the foldiers of Saul 
were, terrified at the fight of him, and 
fhrunk back from the encounter. Young 
David^ however, who came in the mean 
time to vifit his brothers in the camp, a«^ 
foon as he heard his infulting language, 
was moved with indignation i and refolved 
to fight the gigantic champion. For he 
trufted in the Almighty, by whofe aifift- 
ance he had formerlv flain both a Hon and 
a bear, which had afiaulted his flocks ; that 
He would alfo deliver into his hand this 
proud Philifiiney who had reproached and 
defied the ai^iies of the living God. 

The Jfraelites Hood in amazement, and 
trembled for the adventurous ftripling, 
who went forward with only a fling in his 
hand, and a few pebble ftones in his fli6p- 
herd's bag. Goliahy on the other hand, 
treated him with infolcHt difdain, and 
threatened to give his fiejli to the fowls of 
the air^ and to the beajls of the field. 
But David^ guided and fupported by an 
invifible power, flang a ftone, which pc« 
netrated the head of his, adverfery, fo that 
^e/eil upan his fau to the ^oriK, ^ 
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the fight of which, the Jfraclites, ej 
ing With jov, attacked the araiy of the 
mayed PhUiftines, and obtained k c 
plete vi<£tory over them. 

The admirarion and applaufe exprt 
by all the people in honour of Davidf, 
cited fentiments of envy and jealoufy in 
bread of Saul, — ^ What a wreic 
temper it is, to be mlferable upon t1 
occafions, whicK ought to give plea 
and delight ; and to hate others for tl 
excellencies, which fhouM recomm 
them to our love ! — This malignant dil 
iltion, by degrees, fo far prevailed c 
Sault that he refolved to deftroy Dai 
but Jonathan, whofc Jbul was knit ii 
the foul of David in friendfliip, infori 
him of his danger, and advifed him to 
from the anger of his father. David thi 
fore retired from his dominions to Gath 
city of the Philijlines ; where, being 
covered, and in danger of his life,, he j 
tended to be mad. Having efcaped by 
artifice, he fled to j^dullam, where in 
of bis relations and friends, and other 
broken fortunes, and difcontented jnii 
reforted to him. He could not find h( 
ever any reft or dwelling-place ; for St 
as it were, hunted him upon the mo 
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tains, and purfued him whitherfoever he 
went. 

It happened once, that Saul, being alone, 
entered into a cave, where David and 
fome friends had concealed themfelves. 
The companions of David preffed him to 
put an end to al] his diftrelTes, bv the death 
of his unjuft perfecutor ; to which he mildly 
^infwered, God forbid that I Jhould Jiretch 
forth my hand againji the Lord's anoinU 
ed. i^ A good man will not take any 
unlawful advantage of his enemy ; nor feek 
deliverance from danger by fuch methods 
as are inconfiftent with the will of God. 
Ijyve your enemies : do good to them that 
hate you : pray for them that perjecute 
you. When Saul was gone ouf of the 
cave, David called after him, and expof-» 
tulated with him concerning the unreafon- 
ablenefs of his hatred againft a man, who 
had never done him any injury ;'and who, 
having that day had it in his power to 
avenge himfclf, had yet fpared his life. • 
Saul was melted into tendernefs with this- 
undeferved generofity and goodnefs, and lay- 
ing afide his anger, returned to Jerufalern 
in peace. 

Near tlie place' of Dfavid's refidence lived 
Nabaly a man abounding \tv ft.oc^'?* "^xv^k 
herds, but brutal and c\iutY\fla. \tv \i^ \wsi- 

I 
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per. David, who by keeping his me* 
under ftrift dlfcipline, protedled the cattle 
of this man from plunderers, fent meffen- 
gers to him at the time of flieep-fhearing, 
requefting fome provifions. The felfim 
Nabalj however, not only refufed, but 
treated the meflengefs rudely, and fpoke 
reproachfully of David himfelf ; who Was 
fo oflFended with the ingratitude and inhu- 
manity of the man, that he threatened to 
deftroy him and his family. But Abigail^ 
the wife of Naialy a woman of a beautiful 
perfon and gentle difpofition, carried a rich 
fupply of provifion to David; and with 
her prefenrs and foft perfuallve words, ap- 
peafed his indignation, and prevented the 
ihedding of blood. — In a {hort time the 
Lord Jiriote NabaU that he died; and 
afterwards David invitt^ Abigail to come 
to him, and he married her. 

The anger and hatred of Saul foon re- 
vived : he ungratefully forgot the gencro- 
lity of David in fparing his life in the cave, 
and ^ marched againft him with three thou- 
fand men into the wildernefs oiZiph. There 
David had another opportunity of killing 
Sauly and putting the crown upon his own 
head: for going to view the camp, }ie 
entered into the tent of SauU while he was 
keeping :' but his piety ^Te-vuilicA c>n« \»& 
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mterefl:^ and he only carried away a fpear 
jand a pitcher of water, as tokens of the 
king's danger, and of his own innocency. 
As Toon as Saul was apprized of what had 
paffed, he acknowledged the fuperior vir- 
tue and generofity of JDavidy promifed not 
to make any further attempt upon his life, 
and haying blefTed him^ returned to his own 
city. 

. After a few years Saul was reduced to 
a very deplorable condition; he was at-» 
tacked by an army of the Philijiines^ far 
fuperior in number v and ftreiigth to the 
forces of Ifrael^ which he drew out againft 
them : and, when he enquired of the Lord 
concerning the event, the Lord gave him 
no anfwer. This filled him with the ut^ 
moft perplexity and terror ; he was afraidy 
and his heart greatly trembled; for he 
well knew that there could be no fuccefs \ 
witliout the favour and affiftance of God. 
•-T-A battle however fopn enfaed : the en- 

S' agement between the armies was very 
larp and violent, Jonathan and two of 
his brothers fupported tlie fight with great - 
courage ; but being at length overpowered 
find flain, all was diforder and confufion, 
and the Ifraelites fled. Saul himfelf aUb 
fled J and on mount Gilboay bemq^ fax\«git.\ 
awd wounde4f a«d feaiful oi ivSivci^ vojwv 

13 
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the hands of the enemv, he threw 1: 
upon his fword and died. 

Dwoid lamented with unfeigned fc 
the dqath'of Saxd and Jonathan in th« 
thetic words; The beauty of IJi 
Jlain ; how are the mignty falla 
mountains of Gilboa, let there be % 
%Lpon you ; for there the fliield < 
mighty is^ vilely caji away^ even the 
of Saul. — / am di/irej/ed for thi 
brother Jonathan; thy love to m 
7i)onderful, pafjing the love of won 
How are the mighty fallen^ and th 
pons of war perijlied ! 



CHAP. XXV. 

JHE KEIGN OF DAVID. 

Before rWr/A who had been pr 
Chrift -A^ anointed king by Saynuei 
>055. diredied by God, upon the d< 
Sauly to remove to Hebron; whc 
trihe of Judah anointed him to b< 
king: while ^brU'^ry SauVs gencn 
the other bribes proclaimed I/hbo/Jiei 
remaining fon of Sauly king over . 
jAn open war foon commenced bt 
ibc two rival princes, which contint 
/cver^ years, lill IJlibi^itth ^•d&'^vi^ 



The Reign of David. 8S 

ly murdered by two of his awn captains : 
after which, the confpirators, with full de- 
pendance upon a gracious reception, fled 
to David with the news ; but, though the 
event was advantageous to him, that good 
prince deiefted the bloody fail, and com-* 
manded the authors of it to be put to death. 
The beads of all the tribes imraediately fub* 
mkted . to the authority of David^ and 
anointed him king over IfraeL 

Infpired with a grateful fenfe of the num* 
berleis and various inftances of divine good- 
nefc, x&hich had taken himfro^n thejheep^ 
Coty and made him ruler over Ifraeli it 
was his ftudy and delight to promote the 
glory and worfhip of God, and to difcharge 
the important duties of that ftation, to which 
he had been fo wonderfully raifed. He 
brought the ark of the Lord from the houfe 
of Abinadab to Jerufalem, in a, folenm 
triumphant proceflion ; with mufic and 
fongs of joy. He was. alfo defirous of 
building a {lately temple to the Lord, as a 
place of public worfhip ; but the Almighty 
fent Nathan^ the prophet, to inform him,, 
that though his intention was highly accep- 
table, yet the execution of it fliould be re- 
l^rved for his fou, whom God would.efta- 
t^ifh in the kingdom> and blefs witb ^rpf. 
ferity and peace. ^ M^ti ^\^ ^.^VXKk \s^ 

I 3 
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ofFendcd, if their good intentions are not 
carried into execution at their own time, 
and in their own manner: but all our de- 
figns ftiould be formed and purfued with 
fubmiflion \o Providence, and we fhould 
chearfully facrifice our private wifhes to the 
will and glory of God. — ^The fervent zeal 
of David was not extinguiftied or abated by 
the divine prohibition ; though the pious 
and honourable work was deferred to adorn, 
the reign of his fon, yet he applied great 
care and diligence in making preparations 
for it : and immenfe quantities of gold, (li- 
ver, and brafs, which he obtained both by 
conqueft and by commerce, were dedicajted 
to the Lord, and laid up for that facred pur* 
pofe. He reigned happily overall Ifrael^ 
and executed judgment and jiijlice unto 
all his people : and the Lord was with hivh 
and preferved hi7n whitherfoever he went. 
The friendly afFedlion, which Jonathan had 
ihewn to him, was ftill frefh in his mind ; 
and having made diligent enquiry after his 
family, and found Mephibo/heth his fon 
alive, he reftored to him all the poffefflons 
of hfs father, and placed him conftantly at 
his own table. ^ Gratitude is the certain 
fruit of a good and generous heart ; and the 
&ri^fd(%on ariiing from the exercife of it^' 
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proves experimentally, that it is ni^e blefn 
Jed to give than to recei'ce. ^ , ^ 

^jf^ Bur, alas, what is wan ! what are 
even good men ! their beft difpofitions, their 
flroDgeft refolutions, how uncertain and 
changeable! — ^We have an alarming in- 
fiance of it in Davids who fufFercd impure 
deCres to get poffeffion of his heart, and 
then gave himfelf up to the indulgence of 
them. Captivated with the beauty of Bath'* 
JhebCy he took her to his own houfe : after 
which, he caufed her hufband, 'Uriahs to 
be flain, and married her. The Prophet 
Jfatkan being fcnt by God to bring him to 
a fenfe of his guilt, aJdrefled him with the • 
pretended ftory of a lich man, who, upoh 
the coming of a fti anger, had fpared his own 
numerous flocks, and taken away the fa.- 
▼ourite lamb of a poor neighbour. Thej 
king immediately condemned the rich man 
for his injuftice and cruelty ; but foon found' 
that he had pronounced fentence againft 
himfelf, for Nathan faid unto him, Thou 
art the man I for the lamb was the wife 
of Urink, Upon this home-attack, his 
ileeping confcience was roufed ; his mind 
was filled with remorfe ; and the heartfelt 
confuiion of his crime burrt foVth in thi$ 
honeft confcffion, / have jimied ag,QL\TvJL 
, sAe Lord: and fo finceic ^ndi ^ftcQwai^-iA 
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Iiis repcniance, ihjtt Nathan "mdaiitly re- 
plied, The Lord alfo hath put a-xay thy 
fin. 83* Ltt iht wicked J'orjake his way, 
and the unrigkttous man his thoughts, 
and let him return unto the Lord: for 
he is gracious, and merciful, andforgiv^ 
etk iniquity, tranfgreffion, and fin. 

The laft years of his life were emliiltered 
by private and public calamities; his foi^ 
AbJ'almn, having, in a great degree, fto- 
len ihe affctSions of the people from hii 
aged father, broke out into open rebellion, 
and obliged him to flee from Jerujalem : 
bur the rebels were foon defeatctl, and the 
young prince, as he fled upon a mule, was 
caught by his hair in the boughs of a ibirk 
oak, and fufpended between heaven and 
earih, till Joab, David's general, flew him. 
After which, the people reforied to the king 
with great fubmjffion and zeal : yet grow- 
ing jealous, on account of the partial regard 
which he Ihcwed for his own .tribe, they 
revolted againft him under Sheba -, hut they 
were foon overpowered, and public pe«ce 
was redo red. 

While David was enjoying the fweeH of 

peace and profperity, he was defjrous, out 

of vain-glory and a foolilh curiofity, to 

know the number and flrcngth of his fub- 

JedSf awii cominaaded Joab vo u!k£ u^ «>. 



The Reign of ^olomm* M 

cotmt of all the people. For this aft of 
pride and arrogance, and for the wicked- 
nels of the people in general, God fent a 
dreadful pefiilence, which in a fhort time 
deftroyed feventy thoufand perfons ; and the 
devaftation was dill increafin]^, when God in 
his mercy heard the prayers of the penitent 
]uog» anc( put an end to the calamity. 

At Icngtli, David, being about ferenty 
years of age, and fenfible of the approach 
K)f death, gave his laft folemn advice to his 
fon Solomon^ and urged this particular m^ 
fireftion : firf Obferve the charge of the 
X^ord thxf Gody to walk in his waysy to 
keep his ftatutes and commandments : 
that thou may eft pro/per in all tha^t thou 
doejl^ and zMtherJoever thou iwiie/i thy* 

^ ■ ^ \ U 

CHAP. XXVL 

THE RBIGN OF SOLOMON. 

Before OOLOMON, as foon as he was fetw 
Ch^iift ^ tied firmly in his kingdom, appli<» 
aoiS. ^ himfelf to the management of pub- 
lie affairs, and the encouragement, of divine 
worfliip. The Lord looked down upon 
liis conduiS with approbation-, and after a. 
. facrJBct at Gibeon, ;^^^?tx^^ V^Xi.'csi N^'v 
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dream, anil promited 'to give him whatever 
he flioulti atk. The young prince did noC 
a(k fur long life, or riches, oHionour; hut 
confcious of the »!ifficiiltv of governing an 
extenCve kingdom, and difpenilng jnftice to 
a numerous people, he defired a wije and 
vnder/tanding heart. 7'fie prudence and 
modefty of this rcqueft procured for him 
not only fuch a degree of wifdom as ex- 
ceeded ihat of all other men ; but alfo » 
fromlfe of thofc bleffings, which he had 
not alkeii, tiependant upon his obedience to 
God., ^ Setk ye Jirji the kingdom of 
God and his rishtcovjnefi, and all othtr 
things JiiaXl he added unto you. 

An opportunity foon offered for tha trial 
of his wifdom ; two women, blinking two 
children, the one dead and the other alive, 
came to him for juAice ; both difowned the 
tiead child, both claimed the living child. 
How could the truth be difcovered, and (ho 
infants be given to their proper mothers! 
Siilomon had recourfe to the workings of 
nature for the difcovcry of the fccrec: ho 
commanded, that the child for which ihey 
contended with equal warmth, ftiould be di- 
vided, and half of it given to each woman. 
One of tlieirt was willing to have it fo divi- 
ded ; but the other cried out in defpair and 
agony, thu ii lliould noi be fov 0, injj 
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JLord, give her the living childy and hym 
vieans Jlay it. This affedVionate anxious 
define to fave the life of the infant, manf- 
fcfted the true mother ; and Solomon ac- 
cordingly gave her the child, to the faiif- 
faflion of the whole affembly. 

His wifdom was no lefs diftinguiflied ia 
the government of his kingdom ; and in 
many learned treatifes, which he wrote, - 
upon the nature of plants and trees, and x>f 
beads, birds, and fiflies. Peace and plenty 
were diffufed through his dominions, ancl 
by his extcnfivc alliances and commerce, 
gold and filver were brought to him in fuciv 
abundance, that the riches of the world 
feemed to have been gathered together in 
the city of Jcrufalem. Having by tliefe 
means added a vaft quantity of materials to 
thofe whicli David had colledled, he applied 
himfelf to the great work, which his father 
had fo much at heart, and built a temple to 
the Lord. It was the moil beautiful and 
magnificent edirice in the world. The gran- 
deur and richnefs of it are thought to have 
^Ktfeeded all defcription. When it wa» 
"fimflied, and the ark was depofited by the 
|;friefl:s in the mod holy place, the gloty ^f 
tiic Lord filled the houfey and appeared vi. 
fibly, as It were, to taV;.e ^oSidSio^ c&, \v» 
Then the ^ing offered uj ^. ^'^i^-asw^ 5»R»N^>ai- 
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prayer, entreating God to hear favouraHy 
the fupplicatlons which his people fhoulcl 
at any time ofFef in or toward that holy 
temple ; to avert the evils they fhould fear, 
and grant the bleffings they fliould alk. 

The fame of the wifdom and magnifi* 
cence of Solomon^ was fpread through all 
the earth ; and drew many perfons of wealth 
and learning from the moft diftant nations 
to his court. Particularly the queen of 
Skebaj a princefs as remarkable for ander* 
ftanding,. as for power and riches, carae 
from the fartheft part of the fouth, to fee 
his gloiy, and be an ear*witne{s of his 
wifdom. 

Solomon^ however, fo beloved of God, 
and fo admired by men, did not perfcvere 
in this happy ftate ; hutjlarted etjide like a 
broken bow^ and from the love of >yifdom; 
degenerated to the love of women and ido- 
latry. He took ^yivcs out of thofe nations, 
with which God had commanded the IJraeW 
ties not to make any alliance. Thefe fooa 
corrupted his heart, and drew him from the 
fervice of. the true God; fo that he buiU 
temples for idols, and worfliipped their gods 
and goddefles, going after AJhtoreth^ the 
goddefs of the Zidonians ; and after Mil^ 
ioniy the abomination of the Ammonites* 
Thus the glory he had obtaiw^ Vi>j Vi\%>«\i!m 
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llom and yirtue, was lullied and defaced ; 
knd the Lord exprefled his indignation- and 
anger, by railing up feveral enemies aga^nft 
him ; and by foretelling that he would take; 
the kingdom from his family, and give it 
unto his fervant; except a certain portion 
of It, which jQionld be referved to hi^ fon^ 
for his fervant DavicTs fake. 



CHAP. XXVII. 

THE DIVISION OF THE KINGDO^^ UNDEK ' 

REHOBOAM. 

Before TfEHOBOAM^ iipon the death of 
Chrift -^ bis father, went to Sliccheviy in 
^75. order to be proclaimed king ; where 
all the congregation of IfraeU being af- 
fpmbled on the. occafion, defired him to re- 
drefs fome grievances, and lighten the yoke, 
ivhich had been laid upon them by Solovu>n. 
The old courifellors, who were experienced 
in the affairs of the nation, advifed him to 
give a kind and gentle anfwer, that he 
might fecure the afFeftions of the people, 
anaeftablifh himfelf firmly on the throne: 
but the advice of his young giddy compani- 
ons feemed^ in his vain imagination, more 
agreeable to the dignity of his government \ 
ppd therefore inftead ol footVvv\^\^Sx^\^^ 
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and promlfing redrefs, he threatened to in- 
creafe their burdens, and govern them with 
greater feyerity than his father had done. 
Ten of the tribes were fo offended at this 
harfli anfwer, that they difclaimed all alle- 
giance to him ; and made Jeroboavi^ a 
bold ambitious youth, king over them. 
The other two tribes, JudahsLtid Benja" 
viiriy adhered firmly to the intcreft of Re* 
hoboam^ and conveyed him fafely to Je- 
7ni/(ilem, 

Thus this kingdom, which was jufl ri- 
fing into fame, was divided into two parts, 
the kingdom o( Judah, and the kingdom of 
I/rael; and thus God punifhed the fins of 
Solomon, by the folly of Rehoboam ; and 
manifefted to the world, that He is the ru- 
ler of kings, turning their hearts whither- 
focver he pleafeth^ according as they are 
the objecSls of his mercy, or of his indigna- 
tion. 



=SK 



CHAP. XXVIII. 

THE HISTORY OF THE KINGS OF ISS.AEL. 



J' 



rEROBOAMi intent lipon fecuring hia 
new kingdom, beautified Shecheviy and 
built a palace ; and fearing, left the people^ 
iftheyy^axi at due pubU^ f «8iv«U to yffom 
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fcip God 2Lt Jerufalemy according to the 
law, fhould be induced to dwell there, and 
become fubjefts to the king of Judah^ he 
fet up two golden calves, as objefls of wor- 
fhip, in different parts of his kingdom. By 
this public inftitution of idolatry, the minds 
of the people were corrupted, and a door 
opened to every kind of impiety and wick- 
^dnefs. 

He alfo took upon himfelf the office of 
High-prieft, and appointed any of the low- 
eft of the people to be priefts of the high 
places, where they performed falfc wor- 
fhip. But as he was about to offer facrifi- 
ces to Bethel^ a prophet who came from 
Jeriifalem foretold, that that altar fliould 
be deftroyed by a king of Judahy named 
Jojiah ; and when Jeroboamy being angry, 
ftretched forth, his hand to apprehend him, 
it became withtred^ and as it were dead : 
yet, upon his humiliation, and the prayers 
of the prophet, it was rellored to him. 
He was not at all reclaimed however by 
this wonderful event, nor yet by the denun- 
ciation of divine judgments by Ahijah; ho 
perfifted ftill in his idolatry, and drew off the 
minds of the people more and more from 
the worihip of the true God, 

K.2 



100 Uijlory of the Kings of Ifrael. 

Before Nadab fucceedcd his (airier J'eiv- 
Chritt bt>am, and rcfembled him in impieiy j 
'^- but within two years he was flain oy 
£aajka, who put all the family of Jerobo- 
am to death. Baajha was fucceeded by his 
fon Elah, who in the fecond year of his 
reign, was killed by Zimri, a captain of 
his chariots. But Zimri, who flew hit . 
nailer, had no peace ; for the army imme- 
diately made Omri, their general, king; 
and Aiirnri, in defpair, fet fire to the palace, 
and was deftroycd with it. Omri built 
the cily Samaria, and made it the pl^ce of 
his reiidencc. He not only walked in the 
ways of Jeroboam, who made Ifvael to 
fin, but is faid, in fcriplure, to have done 
wor/e than all who were before him. 
■Hefore Ahab, the next king, followed the 
ChrLB example of his father Omri, an4 even 
?*^ . exceeded it. He married Jcsebel, 
the daughter of Ethbaol, king of the Sido- 
Ttians, a proud and ctuel wuman^ and by 
her perfuafion and influence, built an altar 
xo^Baal in Sat^ria, and made a grove fcr 
a fuperftitiouB and impure worfhip. In his 
time lived Elijah, a great prophet, who, 
having threatened a grievous famine, on 
account of the wickcanefs of Ahab, and 
J/Js ptapie, retired to- the brook Cheriih, 
fK/fcre he was fed (6i £onie um«.\>'j n.<<«xi». 
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The brook at length was dried up ; he then 
went to Zarephathy where a poor induf- 
trious widow, who, though flie ?iad only 
a little meal remaining for herfelf and her 
fon, cheerfully received him and gave him 
a part : for which a6k of benevolence and 
compaffion, he bleffed her barrel of meal 
and her crufe of oil, fo that they failed not 
during the famine. The tvidow's fon after- 
wards fell fick and died; but at her en* 
treaty, Elijah prayed earneftly to God, 
and the child was reftored to life. ^ Re- 
member the poor widow's charity, and her 
reward ; and henierciful after thy power : 
if thou haji much, give pleiiteoil/ly ; if 
thou hafl little^, give gladly of that Little ; 
fo xvilt thou gather a good reward in the 
day of thine own neCefjity. 

The holy prophet took an opportunity 

of reproving Ahab for his idolatry, and 

defired him to collefl: all the people and the 

priefts of Baal to mount Cannel • he there 

upbraided the Ifraclites with halting be^ 

tween two opinions. If the- Lord be God, 

fays he, follow him; but if Baal^ then 

follow him. Let us^ on each fide^ offer 

facrificeSi and the God that confumeth 

the facrifice by fire^ let him be acknmv-> 

ledged and ferved as the irut Go4. T^^ 

fticHs of £aal immediately ^>iXr ^^XsvsSiiSi^ 

K.3 
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upon the allar, and called upon Baal, fr 
morning to noon ; but there was no vi 
ia anfwer, nor any that regarded. " 
whea Elijah had pnt a bullock upon 
altar, and entreated the Almighty- to fli 
that he was the Lord God, a ^re ca 
down from heaven, and confumed the 
crificc: the people were at once aftonif 
and convinced : ami at the command of 
prophet, feized the falfe priefts, and tar 
them to the brook ■ Kijkon, where t 
were put to Jeath- 

■ Ahah howeser hardened his heartaga 
-the Lord, and perfifted in his wicked tx 
fes: And looking with a covetous 
«pon (he vineyard of Nabotk, which joi 
his palace, he contrived with Jezebel, 
a falfe accufation, lohaveihc poor man fto 
to death, and then took po&eilion o( 
field. jGod expreCTed high difpleafun 
this unjuft and barbarous adtion ; and 1 
after Ahab was flain in battle by a Syr 
as had been foretold by the prophet . 
caiah. He was fucceeded by his-foH A 
xuik, a weak and inglonous prince; ^ 
died by a fall from his upper chamber, 
Jekoram, his brother,, (for he had no 
reigned in his Aead. 1 his alfo was a w 
ed prince, but not fo profane »s \\\& fe 
)md brothcTf for he iMBovediiw "ma 
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Haul: after which having procured the 
frieridfhip and affiftance of JehoJIiaphat^ 
Icing of Juiaii^ he overthrew the Moabites^ 
who had rebelled againft Ifrael. 
Before About this time Elijah was tranf- . 
Clirift lated by a whirlwind into heaven ; 
^^^' but his fpirit of prophecy refted upon ' 
Elijb<i, who faw hinj thus taken up. He 
immediately gave full proofs that God was 
wich him, by dividing the waters oi Jordan 
with his mantle ; and healing the waters of 
Jericho ; and afterwards, as he was travel- 
ling near Bethel, when a multitude of 
wicked children mocked him, and /aid 
unto him, Go up, thou bald-head; Go 
up, thou bald-head; bears riijhed out qf 
4i'Wood, and deftroyed forty-two of them. 
j^ A dreadful warning to thofe who turn 
liuman infirmities into ridicule ; and make - 
a mockery of others, becaufe .they are 
t>ld and decrepit and bald-headed. Thou 
fhalt rife up, fays God, before the hoary " 
head^ and honour the face of the old^ 
mai%*^ 

EliJIia performed feveril miracles, In the 
-execution of his prophetic o£fice, — ^fupply^ 
ing the armies of Ifrael and Judah with 
water ; inereafing a poor woman's oil for 
tbf payment of her cred\loTS\ ^nyq^^'^^^jn^ 
t0 thp «hpritable S/oinamite^ vcA. ^^^* 
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wards reftoring him to life, when he \ 
dead ; healing Naanian die Syrian gene 
of his leprofy, and fixing it upon his o- 
fervant Gehaziiot his faldiood and covcto 
nefs; and caufmg iron to fwim. He a 
fmote a great multitude of Stjriam, w 
were fent to take him, with blindnefs : : 
afterwards, when Benkadad had befiej 
Samarin, and reduced the city to the m 
grievous famine and diftrefs, the Lord fpri 
X dreadful terror through his army in i 
night, fo that they left their camp and p: 
vifions, and fledwiih the iiinioll expcdiii 
into their own country ; in confequcnce 
which the people were fupplied wiih an <; 
cxpei£ted pler.iy, according to a remarka! 
p^edidion oi Eldflia. 
r Jeku was raifed to the throne by the i 



mig(«y to 



vengeance on the hoi 
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of Ahab I and began his reign by killi 
Jekoram^ and caufing Jezebel to be thro' 
from.a'window^ whofebody was devoui 
by. dogp, as had been foretold by the pi 
phet Elijah. He then cut oiF all the fani 
of 'Ahab : . and pretending a great zeal 1 
Saal, collci5leil all his priefts together, a 
deiboycd them and iheir temple. He pi 
cceded to purify the kingdom, and entin 
bani/h that kind of idoTair^ ■, bw he vi 
faffajigriiatTfforaiet, for M.conxvojiA 
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Idolatry of the calves, which Jeroboam had 
leftablifhed, 

Jehoahazy the next king, did evil in the 
iight of the Lord, which expofcd him and 
his people to the cruel oppreiEons of the 
king of Syria ; till Sy liis repentance and 

^ fopplication, the anger of the Lord was 
averted, and deliverance granted. After 
a troublefome reign he left the kingdom to 
his fon JoaPi. who obtained three com- 
<plete victories over the king of Syria ; and^ 
having overcome Amaziah^ king of J udah, 
•fpoiled the temple at Jerufaleyn^ and took 
away the treafures of the king's houfe. 
Before Jeroboam^ the fon of Joajliy fuc- 
tJhrift ceeded ^o the throne; who walked in 
^^^* the fteps of his anceftors, and dia 

^ evil in the fight of the Lord : yer when the 
nffliBion of Ifrael was very bitter under 
the oppreffion of their enemies, iind tliey 
cried unto the Lord, He had compaffion ou 
them, and wrought out their deliverance 
-by the hand of Jeroboam. Being encou- 
Taged by the prophet Jonah^ he over^raa 
"all the country of Syria ^ recovered many 
territories vvhich had been taken irom J^ 
raely and reftored the kingdom to its for- 
mer greainefs. 

fi^r Ahowt this time JonaH. vi-^^ ^^xvx. ^ 

^CMoiiDce judgmeat ag;3L\i]LS!t NincDtH., <^^ 
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metropolis of the Affyrian empire, becaufe 
the wickednefs of it was very great : but 
the prophet, afraid of fulfilling the commif. 
fion, took {hip for Tarfliifli. He was 
foon overtaken, however, by a dreadful 
ftorm ; and the failors, fuppofing him to 
be the occafion of their danger, threw him 
overboard. He was immediately fwaU 
lowed by. a whale, and, after havmg been 
•wonderfully preferved for three days and 
nights, was thrown on fliore: after which, 
with a penitent heart and devout fubmiffion 
to the will of God, he proceeded to Nine-' 
vehy and delivered the awful meffage. The 
inhabitants were fo affe£led and alarmed 
with it, that they proclaimed a faft, and by 
their humiliation and repentance and prayer, 
.obtained pardon and fafety from the Lord. 
d^r It IS certain that God might have pre- 
ferved Jonah by appeafing the ftorm, but 
he made ufe of this extraordinary metho4 
to manifeft his power, and teach the pro- 
phet better obedience for. the future; and 
efpecially to give an emblem or type of the 
burial and refurre£tion of our Saviour ; for 
as Jonah was three diays and nights in the 
whalers belly ^ fo was thefon of vmn three 
dayh and nights in the heart of thp 
earth. 
After the fnccefsful te\g;a oS 3eTo\)Ottm^ 
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there was a vacancy in the throne for feve- 
Befqre ^^^ years, which was filled at laft by 
Chrift Zechariahy the fon of Jeroboam; 
^^^- from whofe time to the captivity, 
the hiftory is fiill of confufion^ treafori, and, 
murder. Zechariahy at the end of fix 
months, was flain publickly before the peo- 
ple, by Sh^llunty who ufurped the crown, 
and after a reign of thirty days was killed 
by Menahenif his general. 

Menahem was fucceeded by his fon P^- 
AaAiflA, who, after two years reign, was mur- 
dered in his own palace by Pekahy one of 
his generals ." and Pekahy after having feea 
the kingdom overrun by the AJJyrians^ 
and reduced to a ftate of anarchy and con- 
Before fufioif, was murdered in his turn 
Chrift by Hojhea ; in whofe time the go- 
721. verriment of Ifrael Was totally de- 
ftroyed. 



CHAP, XXIX. 

THE CAPTIVITY OF THE . ISRAELITES. 

npHE great Creator, and Father of all had 
-*• called the Hebrews^ as a chofen ge^ 
neration and a peculiar people^ and had 
trained them up by many wonderful me* 
ihodf in the knowledge oi \avx&^\ "o^ 

4 
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only that they might prefer ve a fpirit of true 
piety and religion among themfelves, but 
alfo that they might be the happy means 
of reforming the idolatry and ignorance of 
other nations. Yet, inftead of complying 
with this important defign of Providence, 
they defeated it, by giving way to the fu-* 
perilitious delufions of the Heathens, and 
going aftray after other gods. They fet 
up images and worfliipped the hoft of Hea- 
ven, and fold themfelves to do evil in the 
fight of the Lord, The Almighty patiently 
enclured their ingratitude and wickedness 
for a long jcourfe of years, and earneftly 
invited them by feveral facred mefienger» 
to repentance. He alfo often affiled theni 
by private calamities and domeftic troubles, 
as well as by foreign enemies, in order to 
bring them to a fenfe of their impieties, 
and a real amendment of heart and life. 
But, -at laft, when they were hardened in 
j(in and idolatry, and grew worfe and worfej 
he refolved to execute the heavy judgments 
which had been denounced againft them, 
to deftroy their kingdom, and fcatter tht^n 
avumg all people. 

Accordingly, in the reign of Ilojhea^ 
the king of Afjyria invaded the country, 
took Samaria by llorm after a liege of 
ttjgEpe years, aad ^uitc deftroy ed it. He 
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/hut up Hofliea in prlfon, and having car- 
ried the people away captive, fettled them 
in different parts ot jljfyria and Media. 
He alfo tranfplanteda f rtat number of his 
own fubje^ into SamariUy and the coun- 
try-round about, that they might enjoy the 
land of the Ifratlites^ and keep the reft of 
the people m fubjeftion* Thus this king- 
dom, ait^r it had continued two hundred 
and fifty-four years, was deftroyed, and 
the people fcattered, according to what the 
prophet Hofliea had foretold ; Godfliall cajl 
theTiiydwayi becaufe thty did not hearken 
unto Him ; and they Jliall be wanderers 
^niong the nations. 



:£sc 



CHAP. XXX. 

HISTORY OF THE KINGS OF JUfeAH* 

jnEHOJSOJM, uppn the revolt of the 
^^ ten tribes, raifcd a large army, in order 
to reduce them to obedience ; bur wais pre- 
vented from marching againft ihem by rhc 
prophet Sheniaiahy who informed him that 
the divifion of the kingdom took place by 
divine appointment. He foon . forfook the 
ftrue worihip of God, and gave himfelf up to 
idolatry a>ia wickednefs, in which he was 
tog.rcadily followed by his fubjcils. There- 
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fore God fent againft them the Egyptians^ 
who entered Jerfifoltnif and^ fpoiled the ■ 
temple and the pabce of their trea^es* 

- He left the (bte much dimioUhed to his 
fon Abijah^ who gained a complete vie* 
tory over Jeroboam^ and recovered many 
cities and ftrong places from tfae IJraelitcs; 

• yet he walked in the Jim of his father^ 
and his heart was not perfeH with the 
Lord. 

Before ^f^^ ^^^ ^^"v ^^^ fucceeded him» 
Chrift employed the firft years of his reign 
. ?^5« in rooting out idolatry, and reforming 
his kingdom : he deflroyed the groves and 
images, adorned the temple with vcflels of 
gold and filver, and trained up his fubjedts 
m the art of war. His piety was crowned 
witl: a fignal vidlory oyer the Ethiopians : 
but afterwtirds, being engaged in war with 
Baajlia^ he (hewed a diltruft of the divine 
power and goodnefii, by purchafing the 
ai&ftance of the king of Syria ; and mow- 
ing peeviih and impatient under a fevere 
diftemper in his feet, he caft a pro[Aet into 
priibo, who was fent to reprove him for 
his error. . 

isrfjre Jchojhaphat^ the next king, began 
Ctinil .his reign with the utter deftruAion of 
U.H. /(jolatry ; and {cnx pneib x\ao^^^ ^^^ 
kingdom to ioAiii^^e pcopleSsi^w ^ 
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to that he was beloved by his fubje^, and 
honoured by the neighbounng nations* 
But he was guilty of a great error in marry- 
ing his , fon Jehoram .to Athaliah^ tne 
dangfater of Ahab^ the idolatrous kiiig of 
Ifrael^ and in making «an alliance with 
him Igainft the king of Si/ria* He endea* 
voured however to repair his fault by a 
more fervent zeal for divine worlhip, and 
a ftrider admiuiftration of 'juftice. There* ' 
fore when* the Ammonites and Moabites 
invaded his dominions, the Lord fpread a 
terror among them ; fo that miftaking one 
another for enemies, they carried on a mu« 
tual flaughter, till the wI>ole army was 
d^oyed : after which Jekojhaphat ended 
his days in peace. 

Before Jchoranty his fon, as foon as he 
Cbtift had got the crown, in order to fecure 
i«36. j^ murdered all his brothers; and 
being influenced by his wicked queen, efta- 
blifhed the worQiip of Baal through bis 
kingdom. The difpleafure of the Almighty 
was manifeft in the revolt of ihzjldomites ^ 
and aeain in an invafion by the Philifiines 
and Ammonites, who ravaged his country • 
and plundered Ueru/alem. Afcer whicn 
calamity, he was attacked by a grievous 
difeafe m the bowels, and diea in a mifer*- 
able manner. 



1 1 i Hijt^ry of the Kings of Judah. 

Ahaziahy his fon^ entered into a drift 
friencHhip with Jehoram^ king of Jfrael^ 
and wa8 inMolved in- the fame judgment 
with him ; for Jehii flew them both at the 
fame time. Upon bis death, his mother 
Athaliah ufurped the throne; and, that 
fhfe might poflcfs it without oppofition, en- 
deavoured to deftroy all his children. But 
Jehoqjliy an infant, was fecrctly conveyed 
away by the wife oi Jthoiada the high* 
prieft ; and after fcvcn years Athaliah^ who 
had filled the kingdom with murders and 
impieties, was flain, and the young prince 
placed upon the throne. His reign was 
flourifhing and happy, while he was guided 
by Jehoiada : idolatry was banilhed, and 
true religion was rellored: but upon the- 
death of that goo<l and prudent counfellor, 
he gave way to the infinuating perfuafions 
of had ■ men, and revived the worihip of 
idolv. His guile was foon followed with 
punirtimcnt : he was conquered by the 
S^i^iayis, vexed with fore difcafes, and 
at laft treacheroufly flain by his own fcr- 
vaius. 

Fefote Amaziah^ having his father's ex* 
Clirjit ami Ic *i"^^ fate before his eyes, began 
^^' his reign with piety ; but did not long 
continue in the fear and favour of God. A 
glorious vidlory which \\^ o\)U\\\t\ •<:iNi^\ 
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the EdamiteSy fwefled his heart with pfide ; 
and fo great was his infatuation^ that be for* 
fook. God, the author of his ft^ccefs, and 
paid adoration to the idols of Edom^ which 
could not deliver their own worjkipjterk 
out 4^ his hand. He was afterwaids de^ 
feated by the king of Ifi^el; and at laft 
killed bj his own lubjedb. 

Uzzmhy who is alfo called Azariah^ 
being feated on the throne, conducted hira* 
ielf with great wifdom and goodnefs, and 
was blefTed with fuccefs againft the ne gh« 
boufine nations. He repaired and fortified 
Jerujaiemy and invented many inftruments 
and engines of war. He was a.\{o a great 
lover of hufbandry, planting vines, and 
feeding many cattle. But his fuccefs 
proved his ruin ; profperity corru[)ted his 
heart; elated with pride he ufurped th^ 

Erieft's office, and offered to burn incenfe t 
ut in the attempt was fuddenly flricken 
with leprofy ; upon which he retired to a 
private houfe, where he continued under 
the infection to the day of his death. 
Before As Uzziah was rendered incapable 
Chrift of conducting public afiairs, Jotham^ 
^^^' his fon, took the government into 
his hands ; he inherited his father's virtue^ 
without his vices: he was religious towards 
God^ and righteous tov^ax^^ ia^s\% Hft 
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died in I'cace ; and was fuccecded by his 
wicked fon Ahaz^ who rc-eftabliflied idol- 
atry ; and after the abomination of the 
heathen, facrijiced in the vallejf of the 

forts of ^Hinnom^ and made his ehildren 
pafs through the fire to Moloch, Rezin 
king of Syriay and Pekah^ king oi Ifvaely 
attacked his kingdom in different parts, and 
carried away many captives and rich fpoils. 
In his di/irefs, he trefpajed yet move 
againjl the Lord; he even fhui up the 
doors of the temple, and entirely fuppreffed 
the worfhip of the Supreme Being ; and 
went on in a courfc of fhocking profanenefs, 
till he finifhed his inglorious reign iu the 
thirty -fixth year of his age. 
Before Hezekiah^ his fon, having ob, 
Chfifi fcrved the ciftrefles of his country, 
^2^' and confidercd the fource of them, 
Endeavoured to ai)ply a proper remedy. 
He opened the temple, and reftored divine 
worihip, according to the iaw of Mofes^ 
He broke tlie images, cut down the giovee, 
and cleanfed the city and the land from the 
poIluti()n of idols. After feveral years of 
peace and profperity, he was feized with a 
fevere lllnefs, and forewarned by the pro- 
phet Ifaiah to prepare for death, as it was 
peyond iht power of hunvatv wx iti vecover 

him. The Jking, 'bnTig>TOio\» fei \i\^ 
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eountrv, which the Affyrians were riow 
invading, as well as from a natural aver« 

. iion to death, entreated lor a longer \\k\ 

and his fervent prayer^ were fuch powerful 

advocates with the Father of mercies, that 

Jfaiah was fent to aflure hiiti, that fifteen 

years (hbuld he a<lded to "his hTe, and that 

his king^lom (hould be delivered from the 

A£}/rians^ The Lord, alfo, to convince 

hini of the truih of this prophecy, caufed 

the fun (or at lead the rays of it) to go back 

ten degrees upon a fundial in the palace. 

Senna chtrib^ the king of Ajfyria^ had 

already made a rapid conqutft of the land 

'Of Jicdah ; and as he drew near to Jeru-- 

faleviy he fent an infamous blafphemous 

letter to the king. Ilezekiah prepared for 

a vigorous defence; but at the fame time 

relied wholly, upon the diviqe afSftance. 

He therefore fpread the letter before the 

Lord, and earneflly implored him io vin- 

dicate his honour, and refcue him and his 

people from the impending ruin. God 

heard his prayer ; and while thp proud and 

haughty conqueror was intending to florm 

the city^ and already thought himfelf maf* 

ter of it, ifi that very nighiXhe angel qf 

the Lordjmote in the camp of the AJfyr 

tians an kuadred /#ur/cw^ .awl jtoe iK^iW- 

/^w, ff Thu« the xu» qI iiv\\OTCvV\ 
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was the time of mercy ; and when all things 
were defperate, the Lordfaved Hezekiah; 
for he trujled in the Lord God of Ifraeif 
and clave unto him ; and indeed, wholibever 
putteth his truil in the Lord, fhall never be 
confounded. 

Before Hezekiah 'died in peace, univcr- 
Chrift faliy lamented, and was fucceeded 
^5. |jy j^jg fgjj Manaffeh^ who was as 
zealous to reftore idolatry as his^ father had 
b^een to deftroy it : he abandoned bimfeif us 
every kind of wickednefs and cruelty, an4 
filled the dty with the blood of the priefts 
and prophets of the Lord ; ' but was flopped 
in his mad career by the AJJurianSf who 
carried hiiii in chains to Bahylon. (^ In 
his affliction^ however, he humbled him^ 
f^if g^^fitli/ before the God of his fathers^ 
who therefore mercifully reuored him to 
his liberty, and to his throne/ Then Ma* 
najfeh knexethat the Lord was God. He 
afterwards enjoyed a long and profperout 
reign, and (hewed his penitence and gratis 
tude in a holy and religious life. 
Before AUon^ Upon fucceeding to the 
Chri^' thrbne, took the former part of hit 
^' father's reign for bis example, and 
did that HohicKwas evU m thejight of the 
Lord. TUe iretientance and piety of Jf2r» 
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was foon over*run with idolatry and fin. 
After two years he was killed hy his fer- , 
vants, and the crown defcended Co his fon, 
the pious Jojiah; who btoueht about a* 
total reformation. He demoliihed all the • 
idols, and particularly the altar at Bethel^ 
as it had been foretold. He repaired the, 
temple, reftored the regular worfhip of 
God, and caufed the book of the law to be ; 
read and explained by the prie{ls publickly . 
anddiAindlly to the people. He died of » 
wound which he received in a battle with 
the Egyptians ; and his youngeft fon Jt'^ 
hoahaz was made king by the people : but 
he wfts foon dethroned by the king of 
Egypt^ who gave the crown to EliaJcim 
his eldcft brother, and changed his name ta 
Jehoiakim, 

Before Jehoiakwiy who was deaf to the 
Ghnlt reproof and denuncimions of the pro- 
^^' phet Jeremiahy was loon obliged to 
become triburary to Nebuchadnezzar^ king 
of Babylon; who carried JJanitl and a 
great number of the Jezi^js into captivity* 
Afterwards, upon a refufal of payment, lie 
took Jernjaltrniy flew the king, and gave 
the crown to his ion Jehoiachin. But that 
powerful monarch, who was the mdru- 
ment of divine ver.geance againfl the ^ews^ 
i'coi; rcturued, ilripped l\v^ v^to.^^ -mA 
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the city of their treafures, and carried 
the king and many thoufand captives tp" 
jJBabylon. 

Zede'kiah^ uncle to Jehoiachin^ Tiras 
then appoiiited king by him, * and continued 
faftthfuf to him ror fome years: but at' 
length being deceived by falfe prophets, and 
difregarding the advice of Jeremiah^ who 
recommended pdtience and fubmiffive tnift 
hi G6dy he rebelled againft Neluchad* 
nezzar^ and brought d^fntidiion upon him* 
f«lf and his counti'y* • 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

THE CAPTIVITY OF THE TWO TRiBSSv 

THE hiftory of the Jews is the hiftory of. 
Divine i^rovidence, containing manf" 
wonderful proofs of Gbd's fuperintending 
all public eventSt and dire^ing them uni*' 
formly according to the rules of juftice and 
righteoufhefs. While they cheriftied piety 
and virtue, they floorifhed and dwelt fafdy ; 
they were fuccefsful in war, and rich and 
happy in peace : and when, on the contrary^ 
they departed from tho commandments of 
the Lord, and did that which was evil in* 
bis fight, the Almighty either fent a fa* 
mine» or drought, or pieftilence, or flirted 
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up die neighh6uring nations againft them, 
for the punUhm^nt of their guilty and the 
reformation of dieir lives*. But hardnefs 
ef heart was die |>revaiUng cbaradier of 

.the Jews I diey were remarkable for a 
ftrong indication to worihip idols and to 
work wtckednefs.; neither die different 
chaftifements inflicted upcm them^ nor the 
inftrti^ons and examines of the prophets* 
Bor the dreadful judgments clearly and re- 
peatedly denounced againft them, nor even 
the recent deftm^on of the kingdom of 
Ifrael^ were able to root it out: and at 
l^ifi;th they became fo wicked, fo corrupt, 
and fo. idolatrous, that the Lord faid^ I 
will remove Judah alfo out of my Jight^ 
MS I have removed JfraeU and will caji 
tff this cUy of Jerufalem. which I have 
ehofen^ 4fnd the^ hoyfe qf which I Jaidf 
my namejhall be there. Accordingly, in 

..the reign of Zedekiah, king of ludah^ 
that kingdom alfo was over-run by the 
AffyrianSf who plundered the facred tenv* 

. pie of the great Go^ fet fire to that and 
the cityj and carried away "die king and 
people to Babylon* 

{^ May we learn in all events, both 
public and private^ to'cohiider God as pre- 
ieatand dire&iqg aW l^xkjj^\ \Iiw ^^Ss«. 
^wr view upon hm^^ Vu iJX %^^ 4wc>^ "^^ 
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ail our works, in every circumflance of 
life, and every a£tion of the day ! And as 
the declining ftate of pra6iical godlinefs 
amongft lis, an^i the prevailing corruption 
and diflblucenefs of manners clearly ihew, 
that the meafure of our iniquity, as a Na- 
tion, h fiWmg up Very faft ; and that • we 
have rcafon to expedi fome grievous pu- 
nirtimenf, may .we turn unto the Lord, 
now white he holds back his hatid from 
judgn>entj and gives us fpacc to repent! 
May we apply ourfelves heartily ^^o reWm 
our own temper and condu£^ and fludy 
to promote the praftite of pi^^ty and virtue 
amongft others, -that we may draw dofvn 
from Heaven the bleffings of profpcrity 
and peace upon our neighbours .as well 
us ourfdvds; for (as we have I'ecn'in.thc 
hiftory of the Jews) Riffhtecufnejs exalt' 
tth a nation^ but Jin is the rtprt/ack and 
rmn of a people. 
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CHAP. XXX^L 

tHADRACH, MrsHACH,^-AND ABEDNEGO. 

•■*...' '■ ' 

TPHE prophet Daniel had been carried 

-•' away with ibmc friends, among whom 

were Shudratlh Mejliach^ and AotdnegOy 

iato -c^tivity to £a(M^lon> ^Viu^ after 
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• 

fomc time, having difcovered to tlie king, 
by xht affiftance ot God, h« dream and the 

• interpretation of ir, which the wife men 
of the kingdom were incapable of doing, 
he was made governor of the whole pro- 
vince, and hiS friends were advanced to 
places of chief dignity .and truft. Tlie 
great men, however, whofe hearts were 
let upon thofe high offices, oHerved them 
with a jealous eye, and induftiiouflv fought 
an occaCon of bringing about their ruin. 
I'heiefore when theie friends, out of zeal 
for the honour of God, rcfufed to pMy 
adoration to a golden image, which the 
king had comman^ied all men to worfliip, 
threatening that they, who did not comply, 
ihould be call into a burning furnace ; 

• they were accufed of the violation of the 
royal law, and condemned to undergo that 
fevere puniihment. But the angel of the 
Lord came doxouy and made the furnace 
as it had been a moift whijiling zvind^ Jo 
tJitit the Jire touched them not at all. 
Upon which the king Cried out with amaze- 
ment and joy, BleJ/ed be the Gpd of Sha» 
drachf Me/hachy and AbedhegOy who 
fiath fent his angels^ and delivered his 

JervarrtSy who tripled in hinu 

. (fir* The Lord watcheth over the righ* 
'tcous; no power caii deijx\N^ ^^kv ^\ "w^ 
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proteAion : iii the moft diflreflii 
Aances, he is able to deliver 1 
thoDgh he (uffa the malice of 
mies 10 prevail even unto desti 
they are fafe i his fayoUv reachi 
the grave ; his lovin^-kindneft 
than life itjelf. While J Im 
I will not renurve mine tnteg 
me; but will commit viy^lf 
Lord in well'doing, after the « 
ihofe pious heroes: Nebuci 
mir God whom wt fcrve, isabli 
us from the bunting fiery fun 
we truft, will drlivcr us m 
hand. But, if not, be it know}\ 
kin0, we will not fei-ve thy 
xoor/htp the golden image wHu 
fet up. 



CHAP, xxxrii. 

TBS PEKSECUTIOK AND D£L 
OP DAHIEL, 

Bclbni AFT£Rfeveralyears,t 
Chrift '^*- bi/lon wai uken, a 
*"■ veranieiit totally dcftroj 
Medeaai Per/tatis, accortlinE 
preb denunciations of Daniel 
prophetB, U^i^.vthkh Da 
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alfo C^axares) uncle of Cj/rus the great, 
and confederate with him in the war» 
united therkbgdoro of Babylon to that of 
Media ; and having divided jail his doihi- 
Btoos hxo one hundred at^ twenty pro^ 
vincc;> appointed Daniel fhe firft preijdeht' 
of the whole empire ; to which hteh office 
his experience and wifdom jufily encitiej - . 
hbn. This es^Utation of Dahiet giye great' 
offence to the princes arid nobles ; they^ 
were envious of . his fuperior merit as wett 
a^ bis fuperior dignity, and refolved to em- 
brace the Aril opportunity of impeaching' 
his. conduA, and depriving hini of hiis ho« * 
niburs. In vain, however^ did they keep' 
a ftri£t;eye upon his adminiftration of pub- 
lic affairs ; for he directed all things with 
inch . prudence and integrity, as precluded 
all accufacioh or reproach ; there ttfas no' 
epdr or fault found in him* At length, 
Iry a wfcked contrivance, they turned even 
Ins piety and devotion into an inftrument 
of their malice ; for they procured an edift 
from the king, forbidding all perfons to 
offer any prayers to God or man, except 
to the King, fBr thirty days, under the 
penalty of being caft into the den of lions. 
^Daniel was not terrified by the danger 
that threatened him, into any mean diffi-^ 
fhulation, but prefevred \x\& OM^Ti v^ ^::^«S7\ ^ 

M.2 
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coafideration in the world ; and fupportcd 
by confcious innocence and a fteady truft 
in the divine power and ^oodnefs, . ht 
kneeled upon his Jcnees three. tim^ a day^ 
und prayed^ and gave thanks b^ore Kis 
Qody as he had done a/are-time.. i^ I:ear 
not ther^ vsha kill the body^ and after 
thai have 710 hiore that they can do: bui 

fear Mm J whp^ after he hath killpd^.hath 

p({wer to eaji into halL 

. I'be enemies of Daniel immediately ao*' 
cufed him of ^laving tranfgrelled the royal 
decreet and urged th^ execution of the fen« 
tence with fo hiuch e^rnednefs, that the 
king, though with great reluc^nce, gave 
way to th^ii importunity, and commanded 
him to he cafl into the den of lions. But 
God fent an angel^ and flopped the lions 
7noutk$f that they Jhoula not hurt him, 
becauje innocejKe was found in him^ and 
becaufe ht believed in nis God. And when 
the kji:g, who returned to the den the next 
morning with the utipoft anjfiety, found, 
that the Almighty had preferved his faith- 
ful fcrvant, he caufed him to be taken cut, 
and his wicked accufers to be thrown 
among the beafts ; which though they bad 
110 power over Daniel^ immediately killed 

and devoured them. %T The Lord isi 
^tfmm ij/ the ^Hd^m^ni vHich Vt execwu 
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f/A ; the Tricked arejhared m the work of 
their own hand^; and funk down in the 
pit which they made. 

The kihg» adotiifhed at the goodnefs and 
jnftice of Divine Providence, thus wonder- 
fully manifefied, publ'iftied a decree through 
all nis dominions, commanding men ro ac« 
knowledge and reverence the God of Da-' 
melf who is the living' God^ and jiedfafl 
for ever. He deUvereth and refcuethp 
€nd he w&rketh jigns and wonders in hea^ 
vcriandin earthy Hoho hath delivered Da-> 
nielfroyji the power of the lions. 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

IHJI RETURN or THE CAPTIVES, AN» 
RESTORATION OF THE TEMPLE. 

CTBUS, the king of Perfia and Babt/^ 
lon^ (who fuccecded his uncle) had 
been pointed out by his name, in the pro- 
phecy oi Ifaiah^ two hundred years before 
Bis birth ; and was raifed by the Almighty 
fo delivet* his people, and reQore them to 
the land of th«r fathers. When therefore 
^p Jews had continued fcvcnty years in 
captivity, whicK was the time wre*. Id by 
the prophet Jereniiahy CyruA ^uhliftv^d ^ 
^cr^p altowirig them to iclwx X5:i JtT>4'' 
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lem, and rebDild the ciiy and temple* 
Many thoufand captives afiemblcd for thi» 
purpofe ; and being arrived at Judea^ iin« 
der the conduct of Zeriibbabel^ applied 
themfelves earneftly to the defired work, 
and laid the foundarion of the temple with 
great joy. But the Samaritans (the peo- 
ple who had been planted in the cities of the 
Jfraclites upon their captivity) by various 
arts obilrudted the undertaking, fo that the 
building went on very (lowly* till the de-. 
cree of Cynis was revived and confirmed 
by DarhtSy and the prophets Uaggni and 
Zc'chariah ftirred up the people with pro- 
mifes and threats from God ; upon which 
they renewed the work with "uncommon 
s^eil and vigour, and finiihed it with great 
expedition. 

Before After feveral years Ahafueriis 
Chritt (who is alfo called Artaxcrxes) gave 
^^^' ample power to Ezra^ a man of a 
pious and good temper, and deeply ikilled 
in the knowledge of fcripture, to letilc the 
JexoiJIi government, and reftore tht; wor- 
ihip ot God. He executed t!ie cotnroiffioa 
with fervent piety and diligence^ aiid in a 
great pieafure reformed and regulated the 
affairs both of church and (late. He alfo 
coUe£tcd the books o£ theOV^T^^^t^tx^t^ 
examined and corrciS^4 xYv^ta* a.^^\\^ct.^ 
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them in proper order for the inftru<£lion of 
the people. 

Notwithftanding the zeal and dih'gencc 
of E^ray the city ilill remained in a ruin- 
ous and miferable ftate ; widiout gates and 
without walls ; open to the invafion as well 
as fubjccfl to the reproaches of every enemy. 
Nehemiahy cup-bearer to AhafucruSy be- 
ing informed of this difmal condition of the 
holy city, was fo a^cAed with it, that he 
cameftljr entreated the king for permiflion 
to go tmthcr : the king readily granted his 
recjuefl, and gave him full commiflion ta 
repair and fortify the city. Upon his arri- 
val at Jerufalcyn^ he undertook the work 
with great refolution, and pei fevered in it 
unwearicdly,.till it was'finiflied and com- 
pleted. He obliged ufuiers and oppreffora 
to reftore to every, man his right, and lived 
in a gerierous nofpitable manner, giv. 
ing up the lawful falary due to him as go-» 
vernor, and entertaining a great number 
every day at his table. He dmblved all un» 
lawful marriages among the Jexvs ; and re- 
quired them, who had taken wives froni 
other nations, to put them away. He rc« 
flored divine worihip to a regular ftate, and 
caufed the law alfo to be read and expounded 
fo the people. By ihefe rcvtacw^V^\»\wi?^*. 
»bout iuch a refoimaUow Va ^€\s. ^\a^'^> 
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that, on a day appointed for a folemn faft, 
the princes, priefts, and Levitts madt a 
public acknowledgment of the goodnels of 
God and their own wickeclnefs, and entered 
into a facred c&venant with the Almighty/ 
to which they fet tfteir hands and Teals^ 
That they would walk in his law and obey^ 
him diligently for the future* 

(Jir Permit me, O Lord, to cuter into a 
folemn engagement with thee, in imitatioa 
of the Jews under Nehendah ; that I may 
confider myfelf as one of^hy covenaat chil* 
' dren, and took up onto thee as my fiidier 
and my God. I was gracxoufly adn^itted 
into covenant with thee at my Baptifm ; 
and I defire now to renew it with full'un-' 
derftandihg and coafent of mind. I make a 
willing furrender of myfelf to chy ferviQej 
and as it is hearty and imcere, O may it be 
entire and perpetual 1 Let every &n be avoided 
by me; let every wiffa which is inconfift- 
ent with thy will, be fubdued and rooted 
out, and let me h^ wholly thiqe for ever, 
/^men. 



» • • 
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/CHAP. XXXV. 

- THE BOOK OF ESTHEft. 

ABMTJEMJS had raifed Haman, his 
-^ chief fayourice, to the highcft honourt, 
and commanded the people to reverence 
and bow the knee to him. But Mordecdi^ 
a JeWy and fenvant of the king, apprehend^ 
ing, perhaps, that the reverence and Ijo- '- 
xnage reqiiked was more than ought to' be J 
peiid,tp man/ diijegarded the command/* 
and took no notice of him as he paffed. ■ 
This nieglecJ and feemjng contempt fo irri-| 
tated the. proud Ha/niariy that he determi- 
ned to deftrby not onfjr Mord^cai, but hi« • 
whole nation too. Hamdn alfo, very pro*' 
bably, bore fome refcntraent againft the" 
J^ws in general, becaufe he was defcended 
from- ihe AmalekiteSy whofe nation had 
been deftroyed by the Ifraelites. Influen- 
ced by theie motives, he reprefented them 
to the king, as a wicked and obflinate, 4 
feditlous and rebellious people j and pre-r 
vailed upon him to fign a decree for the de-» 
ftruiSion of all the Jews^ men, women, 
iind children throughout his empire. 

This bloody decree fpread terror an4 
grief among the Jews^ who uxv«v^d\3X<i^ 
whh weepifig and faft.m^^^>j^5^l^\ ^^v^^x-^ 
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ance to Him, who had fo often forgiven 
their finsy and refcued them from imminent 
clanger* Tlie God who heareth prayer 
had compailxon.on them, and-tucned the 
wicked defig^s of Uaman. to bb onrq ruin : 
For, the. king being one night re&lefs aiid^ 
idcapabie of deep, ordered his attendant' to" 
refid itohiip th^e records of his reign: and ;^ 
bfeing ^reby reminded of the greait merit" 
of Motdecat, who had faved his life from.' 
IcOnfpirsUorsy and yet had not been rewarded* 
he called J^aman,. an^ afked bim» what; 
honour fliould be done unto thie man whom' 
he grea^tly loy^ed ^ HantaUf prduming tha^i 
he alone wa^ beloved by die king^ ^^V^, 
fuch advice as fuited his own ambitioii.' 
Upon which the king commanded that Mor^ 
dfe^rat ihould be arrayed with the roy^ robe, 
and ride through ttie city .in triumpih.; and 
that Hanian fhould lead the horfe, and pro- 
claim beforehim, Tkusjhall it be donejto the, 
wan whom the king delighteih to honour. 
Afterwards Ejiher the queen, who was 
a Jewefs^ took an opponuniity to inform: 
the king of the ambition ana cruelty of 
liaman^ and intreat«d for the lives of Jieri> 
felf and her people ; and the king, bemg; 
fu) y fatisfied of the guilt of his favourite^' 
ordered that he fhould be hanged upon, a 
high gaWowSj which Hatuan V\\m&lC l\ad a 
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Bftle "Wore crefteJ, intending to hang 
Moriecai on it. Mordecai on the Q9n- 
trary was raifed to great honour and power i, 
and an edid ioimeoiately publUhed through 
die kingdom in favour of the Jews^ who 
Ippointed two days to be obferved yearly 
for cvcTp as days of rejoicine> in thankful 
remembrance of this providential efcape 
from deftru^ott. ^ Thu3 Hantan ate 
9f the fruit of his own vmf^ and was filled 
with his own device^. — God difappotnteth 
the devices. of the crafty; lie putteth 
down the mighty from their feat^ and 
fiattereth the proud in the imagination of 
their hearts. 



^: 
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CHAP. XXXVL 

THE BOOK OF JOB. 

/OB lived in the eaflem land of Uzf and 
feems to have been a perfon of exalted 
rank: his fubftance and po£R:ffions were 
very great: he had alfo feven fons and 
diree daughters; but he was more diftin* 
guifhed and honoured for his piety and be« 
nevolence ; for he feared God and efchew* 
ed evil. Satan is reprefented as fufpedling 
the fincerity of this good tcvdXi> •axi^'^A'^ 
ing disii if he was dqjsvi^ oi \5& Vsccosafc 
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and health, his temper and conduft would 
change with his circumftances. Permiffion 
therefore was granted by the Almighty for 
the trial of his integrity, and accordingly 
affliftions were heaped upon his h^d : ht 
became as remarkable for calamity, as he 
had been for profperity : his oxen and A** 
mels were taken a^^ay by robbers; hii 
fheep were confumed by lightnirtg ; * and his 
children overwhelmed by a houfc blowa 
down by a whirlwind. He was afterwards 
feizcd with a violent diftemper, which ovcr- 
fpread his body with fore biles, from the 
fole of his foot unto the crown of his 
head ; and his wife, who ought to have 
taken a (hare in his diflrefs,' and leflened 
the weight of it by all the kind ofEce^ in 
her power, ra(hly advifed him to murmur 
againft the divine juilice, and to provoke 
God to deftroy him. 

His friends concluded, from his uncom-» 
mon calamities, that he was a great finner 
and hypocrite : and argued with him, that 
Go(l is ftriftly juft, rewarding virtue and 
punifhing vice ; and that therefore he muft 
cither confcfs his own guilt, or charge God 
with unrig-hteoufnefs. Job^ in his anfwcr, 
a '.knowledges indeed, that he was not in- 
fallible, and free from common failings,; 
and that confequeTvx\y Yv^ ou^Vvx. x;^ Vi^^ Vvuva- 
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ble and fubtniflive under the hand of God : 
but infifts, that he was honell and {Incere 
in the difcharge of his duty, and appeal, 
in vindication of it» from the falfe judgment 
of men to the unerring judgment of God. 
He aflerts, that there is little or no differ- 
ence between the good and the wicked in 
the external adiuiniftr.ation of Providence i 
that both are liable to the fame misfortunes, 
and often involved in one common ruin,; 
which fully proves that there muft be a fu- 
ture Hate, in whiclvthe righteous who fuf- 
fer.here will be fignally rewarded. I hum 
that v\y Rtdeemer liveih; and though 
worms dtfirov this body^ yet Jhall mine 
eyes behold God. 

.At length, in order to determine the de- 
bate, the unerring Judge himfelf is rcpre- 
fented as interpoling, to iLew how unable 
men are to explain the. ways and defigns 
of Heaven, and to declare in favour of Job^ 
againft the opinion of his friends : Fe have 
not fpoken of me the thing that is rights 
as my fervant Job hath^ He then put an 
end to his fufferings, bleffed him with a 
numerous offspring, and gave hiyn twice 
as much weaUh as he had before; fo that 
the latter end of his life was more profper- 
ous than the beginning ot '\i. 

tT We fliould leavu itocu \!cvv^ ^•x.^^^eJs. 
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' book not to judge and condemn others, be« 

caufe they are poor, or iick, or under any 

• calamity. Afflidiotis are no proof of. a 

' man's being wicked and forbken by God. 

Whom the Lord Uweth^ he cha/ieneth^ 

and fcourgeth every f on whom he recejv-" 

^ ^M.— Chrift, though pure and fpotleis, and 

' highly beloved of Godi fuffered and died 

upon the cr'ofs. 

f;T The example of Job teacheth us .to 

' employ ourfelves and our wealth ia doing 

good to others, according to their various 

Tieceffities. He was eyes to the blind, and 

' feet to the lame, a father t6 the poor, a 

' refuge to die ftfanger, the defender of the 

oppreiTedy the comforter of the widow, and 

' the prote£tor of him that had none to help 

him.— Thejr, who are rich m this worlds 

(hould be rich in goad 'works^ ready to giue, 

glad to dijlribuie. 

It teaches us alfo to refign ourfelves pa- 
tiently to our afflii^ons, and to bend our 
wills to the divine will ; ftill to rely upon 
God with full truft and <oniidence, and 
not only to juftify^ but to glorify him in 
all that is brovght upon us, nhat^ fiiys 
Job, Jhall we receive good at the hand- of 
• Gody and Jhall we not receive evil f Tke^ 
£ord gavCy and the Lord hath taken, 
azMjf : '£lefedhc the natvu of 4h« Lat^ 
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CHAP. XXXVIL 

THE PSALMS. 

TH£ Pfalms have been valued and ef^, 
teemed by the church of God ^ in all , 
ages, as an excellent ftorehoufe of devotion : , 
they are compofed in the genuine fyvrit o£. 
piety, and fovery beautiful and afiedlingt 
that while ^wc'^read them, they enlighien. 
our minds and warm our hearts, and we 
calch'fome degree of the fpirit with which 
they are written. They conuin alfo fuch; 
an agreeable and extcnfive variety of fub*. 
jeds, that \ every devout perfon may find 
podges- Applicable to his. particular circum*. 
ftances and ftate of mindy and eafUy digeft 
themiundeif proper heads fof his private 
ufe. ' 

Infome the power, wifdom, and good- 
rush of God in the works of creation are 
degantly fct forth'; as in the 8th, 19th» 
|04th, and llith, while others celebrate 
the conilant adminiftration of Providence, 
$md record : ieveral wonderful events in the 
eftablifhment of the Jew.i/Ji church and na* 
tion: ascheSSd, 46th, 4Sth, 78tH, i06th, 
107, and 147. — Some declare, the cxqeU 
lencv of the divine laws, that the com- 
mandmeats of God are pure and righteous^ 
ipy'mg wi/dom to the &m^\e> :w^^ ^cswH^^Wsk 
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to the finner:' while others fliew the folid 
comfort and happinefs which fpring from 
thp finccre obfervance of them. 7^Ay tef- 
timonies have I t/iken a^ an heritage fof 
eter: for they are the very joy of /tny 
hfart. Such are the I ft, 15ch, IDth, 112th, 
and 1 1 9th. 

Are you oppreffed with public grievart- 
ces, or* difqtiieted with private calamitiee ? 
You are there furnifhcd with the moft 
moving addreffes to the Almightv:for rc« 
Iref under the affiidlion : -and while you 
i%ad and meditate, will expeiience that the 
JLottI w a refuge in the time of trouble.; 
^d that happy is he^ whofe hope is in the 
Lord his God. Read the 1 3tfa, 32d, 23d, 
i5th, 27th, 31ft, 31th, 86th, 88th, I42d, 
and 146th. 

Are your iniquities like a fore biirden, 
too heavy for you to bear? and arc you 
groaning after pardon and peace? Look 
mfo the penitential Pfalms, and you will fay, 
thefe confeffions and thefe cries for mercy 
are mine: there you may learn to offer Mp 
the facrifce of a broken and contrite ' 
hearty which 6od will not defpife. Such 
arethe6th^ 32d, 38th, 5ift, and 130th. 
' Have you received any public or private 
bleflings from the hand of God, and would 
jrou return thQ ftcknow\cdgva^Tvt^ due tg 
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your divine b.QD€fa<Stor ? The Pfalms are 
full of thankfglvings to the Father of mer- 
cies ; every page will teach you to praifo 
the Lord for bis goodnefs, and ftir up all thai 
is virtthin you to adore and Uefs his glorl« 
ous name. Read particularly the 18tb, 
30th, 96th, d&th, iOOth, i03d» 116tb, 
lUdi, and 145th. 

Obfefve the fervency of mind and the 
enlargement of heart* the defire and de«i 
light, with which David offered his pray- 
ers and praif^s to the author of every good 
^ gift. He rejoiced, when he went up to 
' die houfe of God ; he meditated in the di- 
vine law night and day ; it was fweeter to 
him than honey and tne honeycomb ; yefr 
he had but an imperfefk view of the gloria 
ous kingdom of the Meffiah. With whaf 
Joy and rapture then ought we to come be- 
fore the Lord, who are brought to a cleareif 
knowledge and freer accefs to the throne 
of grace ; to whom the treafurcs of divine 
gp6ineb have ,^een clearly revealed i who 
mve received the {p\nt of adoption^ and 
the foil promife of everlafttng life I 
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CHAP. XXXVIII. 

THE BOOK QF PKOVERBS. 
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n^HE Book of Proverbs, written by Solo* 
•*-• wen^ is. a collection of wife and moral 
dyings; which, though not cQnne£bed in 
the way of a regular difcourfe, but put to- 
gether without order or method, have a ge- 
neral defign, and contain eafy and inilruc- 
tive rules for the direction of our whole 
behaviour. Tlicy are fqfBcient to give 
wifdvm to the fiviple^ to the young man 
knowledge and difcretion : and being adapt- 
ed to the weakeft underftanding and capa- 
city, Hiould be put early into the handb of 
youth, and recommended to their attentive 
perufah 

Solomon remembers with gratitude the 
good inftrudlions given him by David; 
and from his own experience advifes others 
to hear the m/b^ions of their /atker^ 
and not to forjake the law qf theirs ino^ 
Mrr.—- He cautions youth againft ^theanli** 
nuating arts of evil company^ and warns 
them to keep at a diflance from the dan- 
ger : My fon^ if finners intice thee^ con'- 
Jent thou 7iot. IValk not in the way with 
/Aetn; j^e/rain thy foot from their path^ 
He recommend purity and cWftSx^ » \>^ 
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/hewing the defperate ftate of the thought- 
lefs wretch, who giving himfelf up to the 
purfult of fenfual gratification, ^otth as an 
ox to the Jlaughter^ and as a fool to the 
cgrreQion oftheJiocks.—T\\t idle and indo-. 
lent have a tlriking lefTon in the field of the 
Jlothfuly which was coveixd with thorns 
ajid nettles ; . and are fent to learn induftry 
and prudence from irrational creatures : Go 
to the ant thou Jluggardi confider her 
waysy and be wife. 

The do£lrines and precepts of religious 
virtue are defcribed as far exceeding in va- 
lue thofe things, which are highly defired 
among men : TVifdom is better than i^bies^ 
and all the things which may be dcjired 
are not to be compared with it. lliere- 
fore we are called upon to make it .our 
choice, and ufe our mmoft endeavours to 
attain it. Wifdom is, the principal thing, 
therefore 0et wifdoiii : and xvith all thy 
gettingy^§et undcrjlanding. The ftiidy 
and pradllce- of it arc alfo enforced by the 
peculiar advantages and.bleflings which at- 
tend it ; Lengtn of days is m her nght 
handf an4 in her left h^rid riches and 
honour. Her ways q,r.e ways ofpleafant^ 
nefsy and all her paths qre^peace. lVhof§ 
fimeth wifdfi'rn fifi^^ /AaKoi 

^in'jAeJflvoy^,^i^th% \(ifif 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTI9* 

THIS inftruAIve book is fappofecF M 
have been written by Solonunij m- hit 
old age, after his happy recovery from idb*- 
latry and ^nfuality ; as a penitential con* 
femon of bis guilt, and a ferious admonkiOQ 
to all thofe, who give theinfelves up to die 
extravagances of fin and folly. Tne main 
icope and defigii of it is to teach us, that 
the bappinefs of human life does not confift 
in the abundance of riches or the fplendor 
of titles, in thegratifications of the voluptu* 
ous fenfualift, or the impious jell and jollity 
of the profane. He ftridUy forbids the in* 
dulgence of youthful vanities, ftops the poor 
giddy creature, who is walking in the wajf 
ijf hi$ hearty and in the fight of his eyts^ 
with this alarming addrefs, Kwm tnau^ 
that for all thefi things God will bring 
ih^e into judgment ; and calls eameftly 
to tliofe, who arc juft entering into life, to 
devote their early bloom to the fervicc of 
God: JtenieW'her new ytmr Creator m 
the day$ of your youth; and do not defer 
this ifpportant concern, till the evil days 
i^opie^ till old age and m&rm\ti!e& overtaka 
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take hold of you. For though ajinner do 
evil an hundred tbiies^ and his days he 
prolonged^ yet Jurely God will judge the 
righteous and the wicked: I know that 
itjhall he well with theni that fear Odd^ 
but it Jliall not be well with the wicked. 
Therefore after a ferious review of all his 
labours and enjoyments, he fums up his 
o{>inion in that affedlionate conclufion, 
jLet tis hear the conclujion of the whole 
imtter; fear God, and keep his com* 
mandnunts ; for this is the whqle dusty ^ 
and the whole happinefs, of man. 

f^ To whom, gracious God, can I go 
for happincfs, bat to thee ?— Now, there- 
fore, in the^days of my youths do I fur- 
render myfelf unto thy ble]£(ed guidance and 
dire^on. I bid an eternal defiance to all 
the deceitful pleafures of fin ; and refolve, 
from this moment, to cheriih a liydy con- 
ftaht remembrance of my Creator ^ and 
to {tek for fatisfa£tion and liappinefs only 
in the fear and* love, the knowledge and 
obedience of thee, the in^xhaudible fource 
of joy, and bountiful . author of all good, 
through the mediation of thy blefled Soi^ 
Jefus Chrift. Amen, 
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CHAP. XL. 

THE PROPHETS^ 

nr^HE Pirophcts . were pcrfons inl 
^ and direded by the fuprem'e fi 
to iiiftrud: the people in the true feni! 
oUigation of the divine law, and to en 
thepmfkice o^ it upon their minds: 
atfo to' (oretel events, and make fucfa 
coVeries of the defigns of Infinite wii 
as Grod vtras pleated from time to 
to commuiricate to them. Upon fomi 
tktilar occafions too, when the bone 
Ood, and the-truth of the Prophets 
called in qudUon, . they were oidued 
al power* of working miracles ;. whici 
certain iofaltible proofs of a divine mi 
and dory immediate convi^on to the; 
tive mind. 

. Upon fearching their facred reoordi 
(bme of thenp committed their adnton 
and heavenly meflages to writing, ft 
benefit of fucceeding ages) we find, tl 
the execution of dieir office, they wei 
iitflaenced by any ooniiderations of p 
intereft, but expofed themfelves to po 
contempt, and perfecution. Holy an 
blameable in their own manners, 
boidly protefted again& the; ft^^tani 
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moralities of the people, and reprovied even 
lungs for their vices; they openly re« 

I>roached their countrymen for their ido« 
atry and wickedne(s» taudit them the 
plain neceflary truths of reugion and vir. 
ttie, and cxhorte!d them hj gentle perfiia* 
\ fions and terrible denunciations to turn 
from their evil- ways^ and ta do juRly^ 
Uroe mercy y and walk humbly with their 
God. 

. Some of thefe predidHons, recorded m 

die Old Teftament, related- to particular 

occafions.and remarkable incidents jn the 

Jewijh hiftory; they Were exptefs and 

circumftancial ; they were publiflied lop^ 

beCore their accompliflunent ; and pointed 

out events, which no human wifdom could 

have forefeen^ and which indeed were con« 

trary to the outward appearance of things. 

The.exa<^ completion, of their prophecies 

, tiMrefore proves undeniably, that fuch. 

. events wtee the conflant obje£b of divine 

actecition, and came to pais by the direction 

*. of ^an invi&ble agency,-— It not only efta- 

. U&es the authority and inif&on of the Pro- 

- phetS) fo as to give weight and efficacy to 

/ dieif do£lrines ; but alfo naturally tenos to 

.. raife our thoughts and views to the Creator, 

. to cherifh a lively fenfe of his uaiverfal 
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dependance on his power and goodnds, 
and a fincere obedience to his wjll.-;— 
^ All events are under the itifpe6lioii and 
eovemtnent of God ; he watches over us 
in every moment and every circumftamce 
of life, and workeih all things according 
. io the counfel of his awn wilL'-^Mzy 
this reflexion have its proper effe<i. upon 
the mind I God reignerh, and all is well ; 
infinite wifdom and righteoufnefs and good- 
nefs are prefcnt, and prefide every wnere. 
The Lord reigneth ; let the hcavois re- 
joiccy and let the earth be glad. 

But the grand ultimate objeft of the pro- 
phetic fpint was Jcfus Chrift, who was 
defigned in the everlafting counfeL of the 
Father to be the Saviour of the world, and 
whom therefore he gradually foretold and 
pointed out to the faith and hope of his 
people- Whoever carefully examines the 
Old Teftament concerning this matter, 
will eafilv learn, that one and the fame 
defign is regularly purfued ; and that there 
is a feries of remarkable, prophecies deli- 
vered by different perfons, and at different 
times; which yet all unite and meet to- 

f ether in Chrift as their proper center. . 
m mediately upon the fall, God was pleafed 
to giyt our unhappy parents an obfcure in- 
iJmsLtion of the^roait B.cd»&vxici> uHa "0004 
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(o be born of a 'woman a^d bruife the 
ferptyiCs head. His gracious defign was 
revealed a little farther to Abraham^ in 
the gracious pronrife, that in his feed 
JJiould all the nations of the earth be 
blej/ed. — ^Then more diftindkly to Mofes 
wider the rites and facrijices of the lau\ 
which were Jhadoxvs ana figures of him 
"ucho was to come. — Afterwards in the fuc- 
ceflive agesvof the chuich, the prophecies 
were more and more explicit ; and his fa- 
mily, and the time of his appearance, were 
ddcnhed and diftinftly marked out, that 
when he adlually came, he might be eafily 
known and diflinguifhed. 

Of the twelve Prophets^ let the memo^ 

rial be blc^ed: let their bones ftourijii 

again out of their place ; fur they com^ 

forted Jacobs a)ul delivered them by a 

certain hope. 



CHAP. XLI. 

FROM THE DEATH OF NEHEMIAH TO 
THE COMING OF CHRIST. 

AFTER the death of Nehemiah the gpl 
vernment and high priefthood were 
united in one perfon ; but \Iti\% cwoaxcv^-aKv^^ 
was produiSive of man^ ^vcJiv\\Q>3J& c^^^xs^^'i 
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and of much treachery and cruchy even 
among fhe nearefl: reUttions.-— I'he people 
quietly paid tribute to the Perjian Monarch 
for many years \ at length Alexander the 
Great ^ who commanded the Grecian 
forces, having overthrown the Perjian 
I^efor? empire, marched againft Jeru/a- 
Chrift leni} but, being affefted with the 
332, folemn penitent proceffion of the 
high-pricfl and others, he took them under 
his protedtion, and granted them feveral 
privileges. 

Upon his death Ptolcyny^ king of EgypU 
invaded Judea ; and, being intbrmed that 
the Jexvs were fo fupcrftitious, as not to 
fight, or cv^n defend themfelvcs on their 
fabbatb, he entered Jcrujaltm on that 
day, took pofleffion of it, and exa<Jied 
a yearly trib\ite from thpm. They con* 
I^^orc tinued in fubjed^ion to the BgJ/p" 
Chrift iiansy till Antiochiis king of Sj/ria 
^^^» perfuaded them to fubmit to him, 
and bellowed fome coufiderable privileges 
upon them, But his brother jlntiochus 
JSpiphaneSf who fucceeded him, perfe- 
cuted them with the utmoft rigour^ in order 
to compel them to lay afide their divine 
"worfliip, and offer facrifice unto idols ; 
upon which trying occafion, many, in de-p 

^/3ce of their reUgvoiv, cYv^^^t^vAXn \rcvda^«. 
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w^nt the moft bitter torments and cruel 
Before ^»t?aths. J udas MaccabtuSf Skfumou^ 
Ciinit general and good man, oppofed tJ^'C 
'^^^' perfecutor^, overthrew the forces of 
Samaria and Sj/ria, fubdued feveral na* 
tions round Jevufalemy a,:d rcviveJ the 
deciiniiig power and glory of the Jews* 
The affairs of the nation were condu6led 
with prol'pcrity under feveral fuccceding' 
high-priefts ; till I/j/rcajius and Avift^^ 
butusy the fons of JaitrtieuSy contending 
for the power, applied for proted^tion to 
Pompey^ who had reduced Sj/n'a^ and 
was then at Damafciis: Pompey went itn- 
Before ittediately to Jevufatem^ where he 
, Ciiriil put /Irijtobulas in chains, and ap- 
^^' pointed llyrcanus high-pricft, and 
prince of the Jews, obliging him to pay a 
yearly tribute. Afterwards, the Parthian$^ 
naving conquered Ajia the Lcfs and Si/ridy 
Before made Hyrcahus prifoner, and iettled 
Chriii Antigonus^ the fon of Ari/Iobidiku 
^' upon the throne* Upon this Htrodt 
who was then the governor of QaliUt^ 
fled to Rome^ where, by bribery, he pre- 
vailed upon the fenare.to make him king of 
Judea : and under that authority he ftormed 
JiTufaltm^ and took poireflion of the king- 
<I(im. He governed with ^vcuX. yw^n^Rvsc^ 
Slid inhuinanizyy for wh\dvx\v^ Ic-vci ^vi^ca- 

o 2 
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plained of him to Antoiiy the Roman 
general ; but his prefents and perfuafions 
rendered ^11 their accufations inefFe<5lual. 
He afterwards built feveral cities; and iff 
order to ingratiate himfelf with the Jewi, 
pulled down the temple at JerufaUm^ 
and erefted a new one at his own expence, 
higher and more magnificent than the for- 
mer, 

\(T During this period of the Jewijh 
hiftory, God fecms to hafvc almoft totally 
fbrfaken the Jews. Tlic gift of prophecy 
was withdrawn, and that free communica* 
tion of the divine will, which had been ihe 
glory of their nation ; and their ftate, which 
had made fo great a figure in former times^ 
was become mean and contemptible, the. 
prey of every tyrant and conqueror. This 
indeed was a juft punifliment for their 
abounding wickedncfs and corruption of 
manners : but thus alfo the defigns of Pro- 
vidence were carried on ; for by their va- 
rious revolutions and difperfions, they were 
mixed among other nations, and fpread 
more and more the knowledge of their re- 
ligion and their hopes , fo that there pre- 
vailed about this time a general and earneA 
expeftation of Ami, who was to be a light 
to lighten the Geyitiles^ and I he falvation 
of God unto the cjids of the earth. 
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CHAP. XLli. 

THE PARTICULAR STATE OF THE JEWg 
AT THE COMING OF OUR SAVIOUR. 

A T the time of ovtr Saviour's coming^ 
-^^ into the world, the Jews were in fub- 
jeftion to the Itoinan government. TJi-ey 
enjoyed however the free excrcife of their 
ffcligioxi, and were at liberty to follow their 
own laws ami cuftoms. Tiiey had a high- 
prieft, and a council or fenate;- could im- 
prifon oifcnders, try them, atid inflidl 
certain punifliments ; bat had not the power 
of life and death, for the governors or kings, 
appointed by the Romans^ were the iu- 
preme judges. 

Before the BabytoniJIi captivity, they 
were exceedingly addidled to idolatry ; bur, 
after their return, corruption andfuperrtiiion 
of a diiferent nature prevailed over them ; 
they became zealous adherents to their own 
religion, but their attention and zeal were 
fixed, riot on the mortil and eflential, buc 
on the ritual and circumftantial part of it ; 
and they trufted in ^ punftual obl'ervance of 
the outward ceremonies, while they were 
deficient in tryp holihefs of heart and life.— 
They perverted alfo the true fenfe of the 
predii^Ions concerning the MeAiah } and 

o 'S 
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inftead of fpiritual bleflings ani'l a fpirltnal 
falvation, looked for a Redeemer, who 
fhould free them from the Roman yoke, 
and bring all nations into fuhjeikion fo the 
JnciJIi llate. 

This was the general difpofition and tem- 
per of the people ; but as there were at 
that time fevcral fefts and parties, and per- 
fofls are mentioned in the New 'i eflameirt 
under various charafters and denominations, 
it may be proper to prefix a fliort expla- 
nation of the raoft important. 

The Pharijees were fo called from a 
llebreiv word which fignifics to feparatc ; 
bccaufe they feparated thcmfdves from 
others, by ftrifter rules of living and extra- 
ordinary pretences to piety ; by which 
means they had gained a great reputation 
and influence amon^ the people. They 
held the tradition oj the ciders in as high 
eftecm as the v^iritten woid itfelf. They 
failed, and prayed, and gave alnw in pulv 
lie ; and were excceuing confcientious in 
the payment of tithes, the wafhing' of hands. 
and cups, and the like; while they de- 
voured widow's houfeS, and neglefted the 
weightier matters of the law, juftice, fide* 
lity, mercy, and the love of God. 

'Fhe Sadducees took their ivime from 
SadoCy the founder of the fedl \ they were 

t 
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great oppofers of the Pharifees^ reje£Hng 
all traditions ; aiid teaching that nothing 
was to be impofed upon men*s belief or 
pra6tice, but what was exprefsly contained 
in the law ef Mefes. They denied the 
immortality of the foul, the being of angels, 
and future rewards and punifhments ; and 
th^ir lives were agreeable to that maxim, 
lei us eat and drinky for to-morrow x£e 
die. 

The ScribeSy who were alfo called 
ianyers or doBorsJif the laxOy were the 
principal authorized teacliers, and the moft 
learned men of the nation : it was their 
peculiar office to copy the origiiial fcrip- 
tiires, in order to preferve them free from 
error ; and to interpret and expound them 
to the people. They were held in great 
repute, were clofely united with the Pha^ 
Yifees^ and concurred with them in moft of 
thpif fuperftitions and corruptions* 

The Ilerodiarhs were a feci or party of 
men, who diftinguiflied themfelves by tneir 
acal for Herody m vindicating his condudl^ 
and fupporting his fovereignty • and in fa- 
vouring as much as poffible tlie principles 
and maxims of the ItanuinSy under whom, 
he held the government. They were ia 
diis fenlc oppofite to the PhanfeeSy who 
^^^ere zealous for tlie liberty o£ the nation \ 
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and thought it unlawful to pay taxes to a 
. foreign power. 

The Publicans were certain public offi- 
cers, either Romajts or JewSy employed by 
the governors to coUedl the tribute or tax, 
impofed Upon the people by the Roman 
emperor. This tax was confidered by the 
JeWSy not only as a heavy burden and «f- 
fli6lion in itfelf, but alfo as an infult to the 
honour and freedom of their nation ; and 
the evil was much increafed by the covet- 
oifncfs and feverity of the collectors, who 
having farmed the tribute at a certain year- 
ly fum, generally exercifed every method 
of extorpion and oppreflion ; fo that the 
Publicans were univerfally hated, and 
bore fuch an infamous charadter as to be 
rahked in common fpeech with jinners and 
harlots* 

The Samaritans were the defcendantg 
of thofe people, who had been tranfplanted 
by the king of AJfyria into the land of 
IfratL The Jews held them in contempt 
and abhorrence : becaufe they had oppofed 
the rebuilding of the temple, and the re- 
pairing of the city under Ev^ra and Nehe^ 
miah : and becaufe they had joined with 
fome banifhed Jews in building a magni* 
ficent temple upon moui^t Gerizim^ where 
thvy had pricfb and lacn^c«%» Va o^^^vvaxk 
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to the temple at Jerufalem. Such a jea- 
loufy and animofity fubfifted between the 
two nations, that though they inhabited 
almoft the fame country, yet tliey had no 
friendly intercourfe, and conilantly fpoke 
of one another in the molt reproachful 
terms. 

gdr With what pity and concern muft 
we look back upon the impiety and wick- 
cdnefs of the Jews, upon thole inveterate 
prejudices, and that partial adherence to 
their narrow k&s and parties, which were 
the caufes of their rejedling the Meffiah !-— 
Banifli from our hearts, O Lord, every kind 
of prqudice, and caft down every imagina- 
tion which exalteih itfelf againft thy will ; 
that we may rejoice in thdX day -fpring from 
en high^ which hath vijitcd us^ to give light 
(o them that /it in darhit/s,a7id to guide our 
feet into the way of peace. Let us leant 
from his life and dodlrine, to cherifli that 
divine charitv, which no national animofities 
nor religious differences can extinguiih, and 
pray earneftly for that bleflcd time, when 
all JfraelJIiall be faved^ and the fulnefs 
of the Gentiles come ; that fo we and they 
may become one fold, under one fhepherd, 
Jcfus Chrift the Righteous. 
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CHAP. XLllL 

THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 

'tXZlIEN the fiilnejs of the time rva^ 
^^ come J which had bfcen pointed out in 
the ancient prophecies, and which was tot 
feveral leafons the fittell for fuch a difpen- 
fation, God Jent forth his Son. The ovAy 
begotten Son of Gocly who Wtf^ in the bc^ 
ginning with God, and was Gody took 
upon him human nature, in a minner which 
wc cannot fully comprehend, but is ex- 
prefsly revealed in God*s holy word ; he was 
inade flejli^ and dwelt aviong tcs. 

Augujhis^ the Roman emperor, had 
iffued a decree, that all the land of Judea^ 
with ii.^ inhabitants, (hould be enrolled and 
regiftered, that a regular taxation might be 
made. Accordingly all went to be taxed^ 
everi/ one into his own city : and Jofeph^ 
and Mary^ his efpoufed wife, being both 
of tii'j' rnbe of Judah^ and the family of 
Davids were obliged to remove from Na* 
zareth to their native city Bethlehem^ 
where C'Ari^/ • was to be born. Thus the 
prophecy concerning the place of his birth 
was providentially tultilled, and every fuf- 
picion of artifice aud dcfijn eiFedtuahy pi c*- 
seated. 
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The inns and houfes of reception were fo 
full upon this public occafion, that Joftph 
and Mary were under the neccflity of lodg* 
jng in a ftable, where Jhe brought forth 
her firji'born fon^ and laid him in a man* 
ger. But an angel from Heaven pro- 
claimed the important happy news, to rfiep- 
herds, who were watching over their 
flocks; and a multitude of the heavenly 
hofiy rejoicing in the profpeft of fuch an 
univerfal bliefling to the human race, broke 
out into this triumphant hymn, Gloiy to 
God in the highejl ! on earth peace I good* 
xmll toxcards men- ^ If the Angels, who 
pre fixed in a ftate of happinefs, indepen* 
dent on our welfare, were fo affefted with 
this inllance of divine benevolence ;' furely 
WCi who are the immediate obje(Sls of it, 
for whom t!ie tidings of peace and good- 
will were intended, inuft feel the genuine 
workings of a grateful joy.-^-^Let men and 
angels join in the moft exalted flrains to' 
adore and praife the Father of all ; for pcacQ 
is made between God and man j the way, 
is opened for every grace and every rrtercy.) i^ 
for comfort and happinefs in this world, i6i ' 
joy and glory in the nejct. ;. ^ 

When the holy child was eigteJays old, 
Jdfeph zn^ . MarVy who were ftridl ob-i 
for vers of the Mojak \av^, fa2^^^ xv^\ v^ 
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circumcife him, which rite was the rni 
of admiffion into the Jtwijli church 
Aw name was called Jefiis ; for an ; 
had appeared to Jofephy during the 
nancy oi Mari/y in order to rcmov 
fuipicions of her virtue, and faid unto 
Fear not to take unto thee Mury. 
efpoujed wife ; for tlmi which is cone 
in her is of the Holt) Ghoji ; am 
Jliall bring forth a fon^ and thou 
call his nanie Jefiis (the Saviour)', J 
Jliall fave his people from their /i 
g:|r This is the great defign and end < 
coming ; he came, tofeek and to favt 
which was loft I to blefs us in turnii 
away from our ini^uities^ and fetti 
free from the cruel bondage of fin an 
tan ; to raifc us from a wretched lla 
guilt to a ftate of peace and reconcil: 
with God ; and to be the author of et 
falvation to all them xvho obey him, 

'This vvonderful event was made ki 
to fome wife men, or philofophers o^ 
eafty by the appearance of a bright an 
uiual ftar, which they underitood i 
intimation that the promifed Mejftah < 
Jews was born. They thcretbre ii 
diately left their country, and unde 
jpaiticular guidance ot xx^aftar^ went 

to JerufaUniy «iivi &^^ ^w«.'^ v^ 
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k'htni; where, notwithftanding the ob- 
fe uiity of his parentage, and the mcannefs 
of his ftate, they paid their homage to thcs 
ncrV-born king, ztidpre/eyited hivi with gold 
cttdjrankmcenfe and myrrh. ^ 'I'hefe 
u-ije meti were the tirft truits of the Gen- 
tiles, and have fmce been followed by whole 
kingdoms, who have gladly embraced the 
iame faith : we too rejoice m the happy ef- 

-ft^* produced by the y?rtr, and bow the 
knee to Chrift as our Lord : but has this 
diay-ftar arifeii in our hearts? has it dif* 
pdled the cloud of darknefs? — Do we* 
walk as the children of that light whereof wc 
are made partakers ? and do we prefent, 
what is infinitely inofe valuable than all the 
neafures of the earth, even our fouls and bo- 
dies, to the fervjcc of our great Redeemer ? 
TIic appearance and chara6ler of the 
wife men, who were fo wonderfully dire6l-» 
ed to JtrnjaloUy and who openly called 
the new born infant the king o( Judea^, 

, threw Herod into cohfternation arid horror ; 
he was led, by the general expe<^ation of 
SI temporal prince, to confider fuch an event 
**'> threatening deftru6Uon to his government|^ 
»jid iheretbre refolved, by any means in hi» 
power, to deftroy this fuppoled rival in his ' 
kingdom. When art and hyiwcrify had 
prayed uiefFeftuali he ga\»e way to rage 
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and cruelty, and made a bloody mafluc 
of all the infants in the city of Bethlehtm 
not doubting, but that in the general d 
ftrudlion he fliouid cut ofF the objeA of 1: 
jealoufy and fear. There is however i 
underjianding or xvifdom or counjt 
againji the Lord. Joftph^ having been c 
redled by God before the bloody edicSt w 
iffued, to take the young child and' his nn 
ther into Egypt^ immediately obeyed tl 
heavenly command, and fafely conveyi 
them into that country. 

The inhuman tyrant was foon fmitti 
with a terrible dinemper, and died und 
inexpreffiblc torments. His kingdom w 
divided by AugiiRus^ ilmong his fons ; A 
chelaus was made king of Judea and *$* 
maria, Herod Antipas Tetrarch of Goi 
lee and Petrea^ and Philip Tetiarch 
Trachonitisy and the neighbouring cou 
tries. Uix)n this change of governmet 
Jofephy by divine direction, removed \ 
family into the region of Galilee^ and dw( 
at Nazareth, — The diftance of their habii 
tioii, however, did not prevent them frc 
going yearly to Jerajalem^ at the feaft 
the raflbver : and when Jefus arrived at t 
age of twelve years, they thought it prop 
to take him' with them for his inftruilion 
^ A ftriking example to parents, that th 
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fcould conftantly attend the public worfliip 
of God, and lead their children by the hdnd 
into the paths of devotion and piety. 

When they had performed the ufual ce- 
remonies of the feaft, and were returning 
home« the child Jefus^ anxious for improve- 
ment in religious knowledge, went into one 
of the rooms of the temple, where the doc* 
tors of the UiXi) expounded it to the people, 
and inj[lrufted youth in free and familiar con-* 
ferenc.es. He heard their difcourfes with ea- 
ger attention ; and both in his queftions and 
anfwers difcovercd fuch marks of wifdom, 
as filled their hearers with a tranfport of ad- 
miration. Upon his return to Nazareth he 
was educated with great care by Jofeph 
and Mary^ and increafed in wifdom as well 
as in age and ftature ; he continued in filcnt 
fubjedlion to his parents, and probably la- 
boured in a fervile low employment for the 
maintenance of them, as well as himfelf, 
for near thirty years: till his obedience to 
hi« heavenly Father demanded all his atten- 
tion, and the time came for his entering on 
his public miniftry. g^lr Let me fix my eye 
upon this inllance of humility and fubmif* 
fion to parents, and ftrive to imitate the 
amiable example. Can I fee my Saviour in 
the characler of a dutiful and obedient child, 
, and yet be ftubbom and difobedient my- 

P 2 
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ielf ? What fliall I fay to lum, when he comes 
to .judge mc, if I difregard niV father and 
mother, and ncgletSi their ju ft commands? 
Guide me by thy grace, O Lord, that I 
may always behave towards them with fer* 
vent affeAion and filial reverence, and grate- 
fully ftudy, by all means in my power, tQ 
fupport and comfort them under the trou* 
bles of life and die infirmities of age. 

John^ thefon oiZachariaszxA Elizabeth^ 
appeared as the, forerunner of the Mcffiah^ 
(according to the prophets Malaehi and 
Jfaiah) to prepare the way of the Lord^ Inf 
preaching the baptifm of repentance; 
and, from this office, was furnamed tfad 
Baptift. He went from place to piace 
through all the country about Jorda7i^ and 
preached, Itepent ye, for the /ciiigdom of 
/leave?! is at hand ; the kingdom of riglv- 
teoufnefs and glory, which the God of 
heaven has credted and put into the hands 
of his Son, the* long e^^pe^ed Meiliah. 
When great numbers of the people had 
been brought by his preaching to a copvic- 
tion of their fins, and had been baptized Uy 
him; Jefus alfo, being now about thirty- 
years of age, and entering on his miniftry, 
went to John., and was baptized by him in 
the river Jordan : upon which occafion 
the heaven^, were opened, and the fpirit of 
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God defcended upon him with a hovering 
motion after the manner of a dove : and an 
awful voice ilFued from heaven, faying, 
Thoii art my beloved Soiiy in thee / am 
well pleafeiL 

As foon as he was baptized, he retired 
to a folitary wildernefs, to prepare himfelf, 
by meditation and prayef, for that important 
office, which he came into the world to ex- 
ecute. There the Devil, that great de^ 
ceivery putting on a human appearance, at- 
tacked him with the tnoft powerful tempta- 
tions ; for he ri'as in all points tempted 
like as ice are : but he ftood firm to virtue, 
and gave full proof of his truft in God, 
and fubmiilion to his will: he rejedled 
every temptation, ai^J nobly triumphed over 
the leducer and deftroycr of mankind. 

($:$• It is lo be obferved, that our Saviour 
repelled the various affaults of the tempter 
by the ^Vord of God. This is the fxvord 
of the Spirit : this is the armour of a Chrif- 
tian. Read, ftudy, treafure it up in the 
mejmory, and in the heart ; that you may 
readily apply it upon all occafions. With- 
out this yow fight naked and defencelefs: 
but thus armed, you will fight the good 
fight of faithy and be able to withjtand 
in the day of trials and having dane alh 
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to Jiaiid. Rejifl the Devil^ and he will 
flee from you. 

The rulers of the Jews had fome dbubt 
whether John wai the promifed MeJ/iah^ 
or not ; hut beuig examined by the priefls, 
he frankly acknowledged, / am not^ the 
Chrifi : and the next day, as Jefus was 
coming towards him, John pointed him 
out to his difciplcs, faying, Behold the 
Lawb of God xvhich taketh away the Jin$ 
of the rtovid ; alluding to the Lamb, the 
facrifice offered daily in the temple ; upon- 
this f^veral -^erfons followed Chr'jft, as his 
difciplcs ; and their faith in him wsts foon 
confirmed by the miracla of his changing 
water into wine at a marriage-fcaft. 

The feafl of the paffi)ver drawing ncar^ 
Jefus went up to Jerufalem to worfhip; 
where, obfcrving the outward court t>f the 
. temple turned into a kind of market piace» 
he reformed tlie abufe, by refolutcly driving 
away the buyers and fellers. From thence 
he paffod through Saviaria to Galilee i 
and travelled about the country, preachiag 
the word of tbe kingdom of God, and 
fpreading the blefHugs of health and peaca 
all around him. 

John the Baptijl continued to proclaiin 
the neceflity of repentance, and prepare thp 
people for the reception of Chrifl:. IIcrM 
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the Tetrarch, heard him often with atten- 
tion and pleafure, and paid much regard to 
his precepts. But when the prophet, with 
botieft freedom, attacked his favouritie yice^ 
and reproved him for living in aduhery with 
his brother Philip's v^ife; the king, inftead 
of profiting by the reproof, imprifoned the 
reprover. His unlawful pafiion gained ftrll 
more power over him, and led him from ' 
one crime to another : till he aSually caufed 
his innocent Teacher to be murdered. 
gir But from that moment his peace was 
gone: The terrors of guilt,, armed with 
vengeance^ came upon him ; and his mind 
waK thrown into fuch agony and confufion, 
that when lie heard of the fame of Jefus, 
he wildly imagined,, that it was John the 
liaptijf rijen Jrom the deady on purpofe 
to accufe^and condemn him. — Obferve the 
unhappy influence and dreadful effe<9» of 
one darling luft: and if you have attained 
to fuch a degree of obedience, ihat only 
one thing^ is lacking ; (), do not fuffer one 
fmgle vice to rob you ofyour prefent peace 
and furuie happinefs. Tear it front yoor 
heart, /though it be dear to you as a right 
eye; and give God tlie full pofTeflioci of 
your foul, without any rival, or compe* 
titor. 

As the light of the gofpel was t» be di£*' 
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fiifeJ ihroughojLir the world, ; and falvation 
to be offered to all mankind, [iovfrom the 
Tijing of the fuuj to the going down of the 
Jame^ my vame Jliall be great among the 
f gentiles^ faith the Lord of ho/Is) our Sa- 
viour chofe twelve perfons our of his difci- 
ples, whom he called Apoftles (fpecieil 
vicffengers or tmhafj'adors) to be his wit- 
•neifes, and the founders of his church ; to 
preach his dotlrines, and to appoint a fuc- 
Ceffion of minifters to that facred oflScc. 
When he had gradually revealed to them 
the grievous fufferiugs he was to undergo, 
and explained the nature of his kingdom, he 
thought it proper to give them a fhort 
glimpl'e of his glorified ftate in heaven ; 
and therefore took Pettr^ James, and Johu 
j(who were lufBcient witnelfcs of the fadt) 
to a high mountain ; where, as he prayed^ 
he was transfigured; that is, the fajhion^ 
or appearance of his countenance was al- 
tered ; his face didjhine as the fun^ and 
his Taimc7it nusxchite as the lights xvhite 
and glijiering, Mofcs and Elias ( Eli^ 
jah) the two moft remarkable and diftia- 
guiihcd prophets under the Old Teftament, 
appeared aUo in glory, and converfed with 
bim concerning his deep humiliation and 
ignominious death, to wK\c\\ \\c nm^.^ loovv 
for our {akes. \V\u\^ \\\«rj ^w^. 
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thns converfing, a cloud over/fiadoxeed 
them) and behold tp voice caiiie out of the 
cJeiidy which faid^ This is my beloved Soft^ 
in whmn I avi well pled fed ; wiih whofe 
undertaking and conduft, as Mediator^ fot 
the redemption df mankiiKl, 1 ani liighly 
delighted: Hear ye him. Hear the I.ord 
Jefus Chrift^ the beloved Son of Cod : hear 
Ae important meffagc which he broughf 
from heaven : hear and obey the laws, which 
he inculcated : hear and embrace the conde* 
fccnding oflFer of pardon and falvatkm^ 
trhich he hath ttiadc to a loft World. 

While our bleffed Lord remained in art 
obfcure condition at Naiarethi he avoided , 
all cenfute and reproarcli ; but asi foon as \\6 
difcovercd himfelf, and eJccitcd the attention 
and admiration of t'ne people^ by his doc- 
trine and miracles, the piejndices of the 
rulers were awakened, and a fpirit of oppo-* 
firion was (lii^rcd Op, which concinually in-» 
cr«afed in proportion as liis fame increafed* 
They were offendeil at thofe very things, 
•which were flrong arguments of nis divinp 
miffion : the poverty of his circumftances, 
his free method oi reproving vice and expo- 
fing hypocrify, the unfpotted purity of his 
manners, and his meek fclf-dcnying doc- 
trines. Beings apprehervfwe, ho'^^i^N^^^ >2s\^x. 
if he proceed as he bad ^O'Ck^.^ ^a*i ^^^"^^ 
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draw all the people after him, to the prejit* 
dic^ of their reputation and dignity, they 
united their voice and intercft againfl him, 
and lahoured by all means to deftroy his 
authority and influeiKe. 

They ehdeavoured at firft to depreciate 
his chara6ter by little malicious refledlions 
on the meannels of his parentage, and the 
place of his rcfidence, as if fucii chrumftaii- 
ces were inconfiflent with the title of the 
MefTiah. But in reality a ftate of poverty 
was agreeable to that chara^er : not only 
as it had been foretold by the prophets, but 
as it gave our Lord an opportunity of exer- 
cifing the moft difficult virtues; and was 
mofl efFeflual towards promoting the' de- 
.fign of the gofpel, and endearing his me- 
mory to the world. 

Tliey (ludied alfo to cnfnare him in his 
difcourfes, and tried, by artful queftions^ 
to draw fomething from him, upon which 
they might ground an accufation. The 
• iScribes and Pharifees alked him, bv what 
authorifj/ he afttd, ^s a public inftructor 
and reformer? the Herodians inquired of 
him, xvhether it was laivjul to pay tribute 
to Cefar or not ? and the Sadducees propo- 
fcd to him fome doubtful fpeculative points 
concerning the refurredlion and a future 
ftate. But he pctrcived th^ir craft and 
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wicktinefs^ for he knexv what was in 
man ; and though he. was really to rcfolve . 
•very doubt of the candid and fincerc, he 
would not gratify the impertinent humour 
of every inndious inquirer. When he was 
pleafed to give anfvver to their queftions, he 
joined the xcijdom of the Serpent with the 
imxocence of the Dove; and, while he 
gave them no advantage over him, fent them • 
away amazed at the quicknefs of his inven- 
tion, confounded with the power of his 
arguments, and afhamed at their difappoint- 
ment. 

When they murmured againft him, for 
eating and converfing with men of mean 
characters, and repreiented him as a glutton 
and xvine-bihbery a friend to publicans 
'and ftnners ; he vindicated his condudl by 
telling them, that he came to call jinyiers 
to repentance^ and that the whole have no 
need of a phx/jician^ but the fick. 

When they accuietl him of impiety, and 
the breach of the fourth commandment, 
becaufe he healed the fick^ and relieved the 
diftreffed, 07i the fabimth-day ; he refuted 
the charge with great propriety and force 
of reatm ; Doth not every 9ne of you 
hofe his ox from thtjiull on the fabbath^ 
and lead it to the water ? And may not 
your feliow-creatures then, who are bound' 
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UHth infimniiicSy he loofedj and (ct free 
from ihtvi on the fab bath ? — Again, Who 
among you^ if iih fiiecp Jhould fall into 
fi pit on the fubbathy would not imviedi^ 
ately lift him out ? and how much is a 
mail better than ajheep ? — But if you lud 
kno^n the meaning and intent of that de- 
claration of God, T>y the prophet, / xeill 
have mercy and jwt facrifce^ (I always 
prefer the o£Bccs of humanity and bene- 
volence to external obfervation^ and matters 
q{ pofitive inftitution) you would not have 
i'onde772ned the innocent and guiltlefs. 

(j^ What a- dreadful thing is ja. perverfe 
and obflinate temper, which is offended 
with th^ truth, hardens itfelf againft admo- 
nition, and i« determined to rcfift the ftrong- 
cft motives of piety and humanity ! — ^Yct ' 
fuch was the temper of the Jewi/h rulers : 
they were ohftinately incurable : tiiey widir 
flood the bell inflruclions, the moft power- 
ful perfuaCons, and the flrongefl evidence ; 
and difcovered, in their oppofition to our 
Saviour, an unconquerable prejudice and 
malignity of mind. — When therefore tlic 
tiineof ins miniftry was nearly accomplifhcd, 
find he was ready to finifh all that remained 
jfor him to do, by yielding himfelf up to 
4eath ; he openly and without referve, de- 
fifaimed againft vhtiT '\tvco\\\giW^ Nvlcked- 
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nefs, and ^ppTied to them the words of the 
prophet Jfqiah : This peoples^ heart ^ . 
xv^axed grofSf and their ears are 4^11 of 
hearings and their eyes they ^ave clofed; 
that they plight not fee y ana hear^ and be 
converted awl healed. He denounce^ 
judgment againft them^ and defpribed the 
calamitous deftruSion, which was foon to 
be brought upon their ftate and city. 

In this {ituation, they thought tnemfelves 
^-^uced to the necgffity either of deAroying 
him utterly, or of giving up their owtij 
authority ; therefore they rcfolved to pio- 
pee4 tQ (he ut;^oft height of malice, and 
accordingly fent officers to feize him. But 
they, while they were waiting for a favour- 
able pretence or* opportunity to execute 
their purpofe, were difarmed of their intenr 
tion by his excellent converfation and doc* 
trine ; a^d, inftead of offering any viotence 
to him, returned to their mwers with this 
honourable teftimony, Never mark /pake 
m^e thi^ manf^ 

Thus difappointed^j the Scribes and Pha^ 
rifees held a folemn debate concerning the 
moil e(Fe&ual meanv of apprehending an^ 
puJtting him tor death : In the midft orfh^ir 
confutation, JudaSy one of the Apoftlcs^ 
entered, and piit an end to th^r doubts, .by 
promififlg, that for a iu«v oSL xs^iwsl^V^* 
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would betray him into their hancls. Tho 
officers were accordingly conduced by him' 
to a private place, whither Jefus was retired 
for prayer ; and having fecured hira, brought 
him before the Sanholrim, that is, the 
grand council of the nation. He was there 
charged with blafphemy, for calline him- 
fclf the Son of God^ and ajjuming the title 
of the Mejiah. and when he made an 
open confei&on of the truth, they unani- 
moufly pronounced him guilty, and con- 
demned him to death. 

The next morning they led him away to 
Pilate^ who was at that time the Roman 
governor, and to whom the power of life 
and death belonged. Pilate knew that 
for envy they had delivered him ; and 
being convinced, upon examination, of his 
innocence, declared publickly, that hefotaid 
in him no fault at all ; and tried by feveral 
expedients to releafe him. The Jews how- 
ever ftill prefled for a fentence againft him, 
and vehemently cried out. Crucify him^ 
crucify him: they reprefcnted that they 
had a law inforce^ according to which he 
ought to die 9 becaufe he made himfelf the 
Son of Gc?rf;— that their religious conilitu- 
tion was brought into danger by him ; that 
he was a mover of fedition ; and that P/- 
Unte could not regard tlie place pt the pro- 
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-Vince, and be afinend to Cafar^ if he let 
fuch a man go, Pilatty being afraid that 
diftiirbances and tumults would arife, if he 
^did not hearken to the Jewsy yielded to 
their importunity: when he faw that he 
loiild prevail jwihinSy he took watei\ and 
having waflied his liavds before the mul- 
titude^ faidy J am innocent of the blood 
vf this jufi perfon : fee ye to, it. Then 
anfwered alt the people y His blood be on 
us and on our children. 

Nothing can poffibly be more afFe<5ting 
than the account of our Saviour's laft fufFer- 
ings. He was perfecuted and condemned 
as a malefa£tor and blafphemer, by thofe 
whom he came to befriend and fave : they 
buffeted and fcourged him : they arrayed 
him with a icarlet robe, and when they^ had 
platted a crown of thorns, put it on his 
head, and a reed in his right hand; and 
they bowed the knee .^eforc him, and 
mocked him, faying, Haily king of the 
Jews.-^Others fmote him with the palms 
of their hundsy faying, unto him^ Pro* 
fhecy unto usy thou Chrijiy who is he that 
fmote thee ? — ^They then kd him to the 
place of crucifixion ; they nailed his hands 
and his feet to a crofs, between, two thieves ; 
they made him the ohjedl of their fcorn and 
ddrifion, while he was hanging on the tree ; 
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and ihtetnipted his djin^ groaiis dnd ago* 
nies \vith their bitter iarcaihis and m^ 
cious repr6ache&* 

ftjr No mancwlid take his t\fe front 
Rim : he laid it dawn of himfelf, Jn 
tompliance with the glorious defigds of iiv* 
finite wifdom and love, he fubmitted cbeef* 
iuUy to the moft grievous ftifFeringis and fd 
death itfelf, that he might make atonement 
for oiir fins, and obtain eternal redemption 
for iis. tl^ xvas wounded for 0ur tf^anfi 
greffionSy and hndfeifor our iniquitiesi 
jffe fujferedf the ju/i for the tmju/ii that 
Jie might bring us unto God, — God 'tnade 
him^ who knew no fini to be fin (a fm of- 
fering) that we might be made the righ^ 
teoujnefs of God in himf that we might' be 
accepted through him* as if we were pef- 
fcdUjr ri^teous. Thtis the ooveaaiit of . 
grace^ offering to us the rithes of divine 
iii^cy^ tpon the condefcending terms of d 
iincere repent^ce^ a lively faith^ and a rc^ 
ttewed obedience, is eftabliihcdy and we 
Joy in God through our Lord Jefm 
Chrifty by whom we have received the 
atonennent. 
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CHAP. XLIV. 

. THE DOCTRINES OF CHRIST. 

'^I'^HE doftrines of our Saviour are far fu- 
-■- perlor to thofe of any other inftru6lor. 
It may be truly faid, He /pake as never 
maji /pake. He taught as a teacher fent 
from 'God. He laid down the moft excel- 
lent principles of religion and virtu<i ; he 
enjoined, the purcft and moft perfefl difci- 
-plinc ; he offered the moft powerful aflill- 
ance, and held up to view the moft noble 
rewards. 

He teaches us to love the Lord our God 
''with all the hearty and with all the foul ; 
and infpires the very temper, which he 
recommends, by giving juft and wortliy 
notions of the Deity. He direfts us t0 
worjliip Him in fpirit and in truths with^ 
imaffefted piety and devotion ; to refiga 
ourfelves wholly to his will, to caft all our 
care upon him, and to obey fnicerely all 
his commandments. 

With refpe6l to the focial duties, he 
teacheth us not only to abftain from doinj 
any injury to others, either in their perfons, 
their fortune, or their reputation; but to 
perform the various ofEces of juftice ani 
fidelityj u4 io Iwe our neighbour- (that-is^ 
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every man) «s ourfelves; to promote 1^ 
welfare and happiness with difmtcre£?e// 
afFeifiion ; to be kind and charitable to aH 
men of whatever nation or profefiion ; and 
to do to others, as we would expcft or 
dcGre, in reafon and confcience, that they 
fliould do to us. 

With regard to the duties which we owe 
to ourfelves he teaches us to purify the . 
heart, which is the fountain of life; to 
. mortrfy our corrupt appetites and pai&ons, 
and live in temperance and chaflity : to 
difclaim all*proud felf-conceited thoughts, 
and. to put on humility and lowlinefs of 
mind; to lay afide all anxious and diftfuft- 
ful folicitude about temporal events ; to fet 
our afFeftions on things above, and to lay 
lip for ourfelves thofc trcafures which are 
incorruptible and eternal. 

The motives^ which he hadi fet before 
us, in order to animate us to the perform- 
ance of thefe duties, are the moft powerful 
and engaging, which can be offered to the. 
heart of man. He hath opened the coun- 
fels of in6nite wifdom and goodnefs for the 
falvation of finners, and promifed mercy 
and forgivenefs to all them who repent and 
believe the gofpel : <ui aflurance no lets ef* 
y ie<ftual, than It ^2l% tvtccflan[ to cheri(h the 
'ibeginnings of ic^^XSiXit^v ^'^^wv^x^av^J^v 
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i*efolutions of a better obedience for the ftw 
tore. — He hath atfo promifed the ^ffiitamtc 
of his Holy Spirit, to ftrengthen otir feebte 
powers/ to enlighten our imderftandi^i^ 
and to fupport and comfort us in the feitK'. 
ful difcharge of our duty. And, hftlv, fc^ 
hath made \n ample dilcovery of a fytarA 
ftate, and clearly reprefented the av^firl 
procefs of the general judgment, when afl. 
who have ever lived upon earth, fhall ftand 
before his high tribunal; when rewards 
and punifliments fhall be diftributed accord-* 
ing to xvhat men have done m the bodv^ 
whether it be good or evit; when the 
wicked Jhall go into cverlajiing punijk* 
meniy but the righteous into life eter^ 
jial. 

Can we conceive any motive of equsd 
weight and dignity with theftf? Are they 
not well adapted to ftir up the aftive powers 
of our nature, and awaken thofe affeftions 
which have the greatcft influence upon out 
Hves^ — If thefe'^o not prevail with us> 
what can prevail? If we rejcdl thefe en- 
couragements, and remain impenitent and 
unreformed, what can prevent our final 
ruin ? — Let us therefore give due attemion 
to them; let us imprete them upon oui 
hearts and confcieuce&v ^^"» ^^'o^'T^^'^ 
mth the de%t» of iK^ gpl^^V-^'^^'^v'^^^^' 
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become the genuine difciples of Chrifl-, both 
in principle and praftice, leading a gocl/j/^ 
righteous, and fober life, andlGoli7igJor 
that blejjed hope, and the glorious appear^ 
ing of the great God and our Saviour J ejus 
Chrifi^ who gave himjelf for usy that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity^ and 
purify unto himf elf a peculiar people, zea^ 
lous of good works. 



CHAP. XLV. 

THE SBRMON ON THE MOUNT. 

/^F all the difcourfes, which our>Saviour 
^^ preached, the Sermon on the Mount 
(fo called from his fitting on a hill or moun- 
tain, when hefpake it) is the fuUeft and 
moft complete: .and as every chriftian 
ought to copy the precepts of it into his 
heart and life, we cannot too frequently 
apply our thoughts and nieditations to it ; 
and efpecially to the following paffages. 

Blijjed are the poor infpirityfor theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven, 

Bleffcd are they that moutm for their 
fins, for they fhall be comforted. 

Bieffed are the meek, for they fliall 
inherit the earth. 

Mhjkd are they who hunger and thirjl 
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after right eoiifnefsy for they Jhall be 
flltd. 

BUJftd dre the mercifttl^ for they fliall 
cbtaM mercy, 

Blejed are the pure iii hearty for they 
Jhall Jee God. 

Bleffei are the peace-makers, for they . 
Jhall be called the children of God. 

Blejjcd are they who are perfecuied for 
righteoufnefs fake^ for theirs is the king^ 
dom of heaven. 

Let your light — the light of your doc- 
trine and example— ;/7/mc before men, thai 
they may Jee your good works, and be 
thereby engaged to glorify your Father 
who is in heaven. 

Tkink not that I dm come to deflroy 
the law or the prophets f I am come ndt 
to dejlroy the law, but to fulfil it — to il- 
luftrate— ^ta adorn — ^to perfeft it : and ea> 
tept your righteoufnejs exceed the rigk^ 
teoUjneJs of the Scribes and Pharijees, ye 
fliall in 7U) cafe enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. ■' 

If thy right eye offend thee, by lend- 
ing thee into fin, pluck it out and cafi it 
from thee; and if thy right hand offend 
thee, cut it off, and caji it from thee ; 
that Is, fdcrjfice every paffion, however be- 
loved, vs^hich comes in oompetition wi^h 
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your duty; though it be as diflficult to par 
with it, as to part with a hand or an eye 
yet give it up, renounce it ; Jhr it is profit 
able for theey that one of thy viei)ioer 
^fliould pni/by aid iwt that thy wlwle bod-^ 
Jliould be cajl into helL 

Loie your enemies: blefs them wh 
curfe you : do good to them xt}ho hate yon 
and pray for them xvfio defpiteftilly tij 
you and persecute you, that ye may b 
the children of your Father xcho is i 
heaien : for he maketh his fun to rife o\ 
the evil and on the good : and fendet 
ruin on thejufi and on the unjufl. 

When thou doefl thine almsy let 7wt th\ 
left hand knmv what thy ri^ht hdfi 
doethy that thy alms may be in fecret 
and thy Father ^ whofeetn iiifejci^ety f/ial 
reward thee openly, — And u-hen thai 
pr aye fly enter into thy clofet ; and whc 
thou haft Jliut thy door.y pray to thy Fa 
ther u'lio is iii ftcrct ; and thy Fathej 
:eho fccih in Jecretj fliall re\card the 
cpjnly, 

Ixty not up for yourfelves treafure 
upon earthy where moth and ruft doii 
corrupty and where thieves break through 
and/ieal ; but lay up for yourfelves trea 
fures in heainiy where neither moth no, 
ruji doth corrupt^ and where thieves di 
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H break through nor Jleal: far where 
ner treafure is'^ there will your heart ba 

7^ake no thought — be not over-«nxious 
'fayingy What Jhall we eat? or what 
all xve drink ? or zvherewithal Jhall we 
' cloathed ? for j^our heavenly Father 
loweth that ye have need of thefe things, 
ut feek ye firfl the kingdom of God and 
*s righteoufnefsy and alt thefe things fliall 
' added unto you. 

Judge noty that ye may not be judged ; 
r with what judgment ye judge^ ye 
all be judged; and w/fh xehat 7nea^ 
re ye mete, it Jhall be meafured to you 
Xain. 

AJky and it fliall be given you ; feek^' 
id ye Jhall find; knock, and it fliall be 
'ened unto you. For^ if ye, being evil, 
low hmv to give good gifts unto your 
ildren, how much more fliall your Fa- 
er, who is in heaven, give good things 
ito than that ajk him ? 
Beware offalfe prophets^ who come to 
ni in JJieep*s cloathing ; but inwardly 
e ravening wolves-. Ye Jhall know 
em by their fruits; for every good 
ee bringeth forth good fruity but a 
rrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.-^ 
ot evgry one that faith unto me^ Lord, 
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Lordy Jliall enter into the kingdo7n of hea- 
vejiy but he that docth the will of viy 
leather xeho is in heaven, 

Whofotver hcareth ihef^ fayin§s of 

riiincy avd dot^th tkem^ I wilt tiken. him 

unto a wife rnan^ who built his houfe upon 

a rock; and the rain defcended^ arid the 

floods camey and the winds blew^ and beat^ 

upon that houfe and it fell riot; for it 

was founded uppn^a rock. . And every, one 

thai neareth thefe fayings of minCy and 

doeth them noty fliatl he likened iinio a 

fcolifli many who built his houfe upor^ the 

fand; and the rain defcended^ and the 

floods^ camey and the winds blextjif and beat 

upon that houfe and it felly and greqt wa^ 

the fall of it. 

Let us receive the Law from tf^t mouth 
of Chri/iy and delight in it after the fi*r 
wi^rd man. Let us not only read and ad- 
mire his precepts, but love and prac^ife 
them. Let us cherlih all thofe graces and 
virtues which he recommends, and build 
our hopes upon that Rock which will never 
rail.- ■ 
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CHAP. XLVI. 

PARABLES OF CHRIST. 

hpHERE are two ways of coiximanicatmg 
-*- knowledge and infiru(^ion : — by plaifi 
and diredl precepts, of which the greateft 
part of the Sermon on the Mount ccmfifts ; 
and by moral fimilitudes or 6ibles, '. fuch as 
the parables which our Saviour ufed in order 
to recommend his do&rines, and enforce 
their duty upon men. The advantages 
of conveying inftru£iion by parables are 
very obvious ; : it is an eafy method of infi* 
nuating truth into the mind ; it takes men 
by furprife, without alarming their preju- 
dices and paffions; it is lefs offenfive than 
a plain open rebuke; and it is fitted to 
make a deeper impreffion on the memory 
and the heart. 

The parables of our Lord far exceed 
thofe of all other writers, not only on ac* 
count of ihe peculiar beauty and excellence 
of their compofition ; but alfo on account 
of the fublime truths and important inftruc* 
tionsy which are contained in them, 
- The parable of the Sower (hews the 
diflfcreni reception which the Gofpel meets 
with in the world, accordmg to the dif- 
ferent tempers and capacities of men« 

R 
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Thjt of the Tares fliews the general flate 
of the Chriftian Church, in all ages, to th« 
end of the world : .that there will be both 
fincere arid hypocritical profeffors, and at 
laft an impartial trial and an eternal dif- 
rindHon between the righteous and the 
wicked. 

The Rich Man, whofe foul was fuddenly 
required of him, fets in a very ftriking light 
the folly of placing our chief happinefs in 
worldly riches, and flattering ourfelves 
with the. hope of n^any years to come. 

The charitable Samaritan melts the foul 
into univerfal benevolence,, and throws 
down every partition-wall, which would 
prevent, us from doing good to others. 

The parable of the ;Pro4igal paints in 
lively colours the foUy and guilt of a licen* 
tious youth, .who being impatient of his 
father's advice and difcipline, rims headlong 
into a coprfe of fciifual pleifure ; but foon 
found, inftead of liberty and happinefs, the 
moft abjedi flavcry and moft bitter diftrefi : 
--and it reprefcnta further, in an afFeciing 
manner, that God haih no pleafure in the 
death oj Jinnersy but rejoiceth in their 
recovery, and is ready with open. arms ta 
receive them, upon their returning to him 
with fincere repentance. . 

Th« V9xM^ in general arc fyU of reU« 



The ^xampUof Chriji. ni 

gious tind moral inftruSions ; but it would 
iwell tbis work too much to give a partly 
ciilar account of all.— rRead them with ar-^ 
tention and candour, and endeavour to 
difcovcr the fpiritual wifdorh- and good fetir 
timents which are concealed' in themf 
confider their particular meaning and dc- 
fign : the main objedl and leading point in 
view ; and bring the application home t6 
your crwn mind : that you may not be lium^ 
bered among thofe, it^ho; feeing^ faw not^ 
a7id hearings heard not; but^ hkvingi 
with an hdrveft and good hearty hearS the 
wordy keep i/, and hring forth fruit with 
fatienct* 

N. B. Children fhbuld be brought into 
an early acquaintance with the deligh an4 
meaning of the Parables ; and fhould »get 
by heart the moft lively and a£te6ling oT 
them. 
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CHAP. XLVn. 

THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST. 

/^UR bleffed Lord not only laid down a 
^^ perfedk rule of duty in liis excellent 
difcourfes and parables ; but alfo fet before 
us an example of the mod complete obe^ 

a 2 
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<liei;i,ce. His p.radjbicc was a juft pidhire of 
bis own precepts, and added new light and 
force tp tbcm. ^U tlie duties of piety and 
goodqefs were united in him, without 
infirmity or. defeS:; fo that in his life 
th€y appeared, as it were, vifible to human 
eyes. 

His piety and devotion towards God 
were manilefted in a conftant readineis to 
pleafe and honour him in all things. He 
ipcaks of it, as the . great bbjedt of bis at- 
temion, and the higheft joy of his foul. 
/ am come down Jrom heaven^ not to do 
piy own Willi but the will of him that 
ftnt met ^^d to fni^i his work. At twelve 
years of agCj he difcovered his zeal for 
feligious excrcifes, by ftaying in the tem- 
ple amoil^fl the dodiors, hearing them^ 
and ajking them quefiions: and telhng 
^i's parents, in juftificatiou of his condudi, 
that ht muji be about hisfather*s bujinefs. 
He conftantly attended the public affcni- 
blics for divme worfliip; and frequently 
withdrew himfclf from tiie public eye, for 
meditation and private prayer. This fpirit 
of devotion influenced all his aflions, and 
vas the foundation of that abfolutc fub- 
jcflion and reCgnation. to the divine will, 
which he {hewed at ail times, and eipc. 
cially in the amazing inllance of his death, 
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the finifhing' ftroke, and higheft proof of 
his obedience and love. 

Nor was he lefs exemplary in beoevo* 
]ence towarck man, than in piety towards 
God. Hir whole IHe was one continued 
adl of mercy. It was his meat and drinks 
his conftam employment and delight, to 
go about doing good; to heal all l^^rts of 
iickneffes among the people, and to preach 
the giad tidings of divine grace and favour 
to the penitent. He admitted all, even the 
pooreft and mcaneft, into his prefence ; and 
converied freely with publicans and iinners, 
for their iaftrju£lion and amendment. He 
dffcover^d tiic generous feelings of huma-« 
nity, and &e.tender affeiSlion of friendfhip, 
ia his fympathizing, tears at the grave of 
Lazai^us^ 'iiiins iaftiibndearing difcourfes to 
his '.difciples ; and his pathetic lamentation 
over Jchijalt?n : btit the a^ of bcnevo-. 
ience, whiph deserves our higheft regard^ 
is bis^dying forihe ungodly ; giving hi^ 
lift: a. k'anjom for matij^ ; i/ie offering of 
kifnfeif.U'jacnji^ic for phful that he 

migkt obtain eternal redemption for, 

'I'he virtties atfo of felf-gQv^rnmepC,cjj^f 
nenily flione. forth in the temper and crjai- 
dud ,o£ 'ourr&yiour. - His affoftions and 
pppetitcs moved regularly within the boundi 
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of reafon : and he preferred the pleafures Ot 
religion to every other pleafure. Ever/ 
defire of private eafc was made to give wa r 
to the public good, and the great defign he 
had in view. He purfued the middle padi 
between luxury and aufterity ; teaching us 
tQ fit loofe to the enjoyments of life, and 
to vj}'. tk£ world Ti^ithout abti/ing it. He 
was all humility and condefcenfiony yet al» 
ways preferved hi^ dignity, and waihed the 
feet of his difciples, while he told them he 
was their Lord and Mafter. Far from co- 
veting worldly riches or honours, in the 
lowefl condition of poverty and meannefs 
he was eafy and contented : and linder the 
mod injurious treatment, and the greateft 
pofTiblc provocations, we find 09 imbecoiht 
ing tranfj ort> of iitipafioice and anger: far 
from lofmg his meekndTsand benevolence 
of temper, even when he was expiring upon 
the crofs, he offered up his prayers for 
thofe, who with inveterate crusty had 
brought him to it, faying. Father^ far* 
give them, for thty know not whai they 
Ufl. 

Let us fet this example conilantly before 
our eyes ; trace the (acred hiftoiy of it, 
aitd make it the' fuhjedk of our. frequent 
thoughts and repeated contemplation, that 
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we may catch fonie feint image and Fefem- 
blance of his graces, and the fame mind 
7nay be in us which was iVi Chrijt J'ejiis. — 
May we "imitate him as his Diiciples ; obey 
him as our Mailer ; and follow him as our 
Guide; with a comfortable perfuafion and 
pleafing hope of following him to the blef- 
fed raanfions above, and gaining an abun^ 
dant entrance into the pqjj'ejjion of immor' 
tal life and glory. Avten. 



CHAP. XLVIII. 

THE PROPHECIES CONCERNING CHRIST. 

A Prophecy is a deplaration of fome fu- 
'f^ ture event, which it is irajx)ffible for 
ITian. to know: and as therefore it rnqft 
come from God, the accompUflmieiit of the 
Prophecies concerning Cbrift was a mark 
i>y which he {hould be known, and a proof 
ot his divine miiSon. A feries of prophe- 
<:ics hftd ln^eo deUvened by different prophets, 
and at difFprept times through a long fuc- 
peflipn pf ag^ which were fulfilled in him, 
^4'iw hirn ilgn^. The biftpry of his life and 
d^th ^ oflly fi. repetition QjF them J and th^ 
Qlrf/itvliBfewTeftament CD tirrfy .agreed, th^ 
former in foretelling what fliouid happen to 
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bim, and the latter in relating thofe vcfy 
circumftances as they really happened. 

It was foretold that the Meffiah fhould 
be born of a virgin, of the tribe of Judah, 
of the houfe of David, and in the town of 
Bethlehem: and all the prophecies, thus 
pointing out the family, the place, and the 
manner of his birth, exad^ly cara& to 
pafs. — It was foretold by Haggai, that He 
would come, while the feqond temple was 
ftanding ; and by Daniel, that he would be 
cut offy and the city and fanSluary be de- 
ftroyed at the end of fevcnty xveefcs from 
the going forth of the command (which 
was given to Ezra) to refiore and rebuild 
Jeriijalem; — that is, at the end of four 
hundred and ninety years from that period : 
for the weeks arc weckb of years ; each 
week containing feven^ years, like the fab^ 
baths o/'^ea?"^ mentioned in the twenty-firft 
chapter of Leviticus, And accordingly at 
that time Chnft wds cut off to make recon- 
ciliatioyi for iniqidtyy and to bring in 
everlajiing righteoufnefs i and upon his 
death the Mofaic Economy was abolKhed', 
the facrifice and oblation ceafed, Xht Jews 
were no longel* a peculiar people, and**/e^ 
rufaleyyi was no longer a holy city unto 
God. • • '-'• - • ' 

Several minute circumAances alfO| which 
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had been fpecified by die prophets, were 
pundtually accomplifhed : and it you conn- 
pare them wiih the '£vangelift$» you will 
fee, that not a tittle fell to the grQund; 
You read in Zechariah^ Thty xceighcd 

'forwy price thirty piecif^ of jilver; and 
you read in St. Matthew ^ that Judas fold 
Jefijs for that very fum.— You read in th^ 
PJalmSy that //lefy pierced both his hands 
and his Jett; and you read in the Gofpel, 
tliat hticas cy^cijtdi amd that he after- 
wanis fliewed his difciples the print of the 
vails, with which he h^d i>eeii faftcned to 
the crofs.— Ifaiah foretold, that Atf Jliouli 

, be numbered with tranfgrejfors ; nnd the 
Evangehft tells ypu, that he was cmcified 
between fxvo thieves. 

As Chrifl therefore appeared exactly at 
the lime appointed by the prophets for his 
coming ; and as the various marks and cha- 
rafters, which they had given of him, are 
found to agree and unite in him, and in no 
other, we have good reafon to believe that 
he was the McfSah, who was to come into 
the world ; and lo be thankful for this 
great evidence of the divine authority of his 
miflioii, and the truth of his Religion. 

By the prophecies jroncerning Chrift, the 
expectation of hun was contniually pre- 
fcrved among the Jews: they, who had 
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but a diftantand imperfeft vie\^ of his com- 
ing, rejoiced at it : and under all their trou- 
bles and calamitieef they drew comfort from 
the promife of a Saviour y of 'Kvhofe king- 
dom there Jlwuld be no end. tlixto this 
promijty the twelve tribes^ inflantly ferv- 
ing God day and nighty hoped to come. — 
•^ We fhould Icath to aft over again the 
fame virtue with the faints of old ; and as 
they faw the- promifes of God afar offy 
and yet embraced them^ fo we fliould look 
up to God, as true slnd firm to his engage- 
ments, and -worthy of our entire truft and 
confidence. We fliould rely upon his pro- 
mifes,' which relate to a future (late, w( 
iliould prepare ourfelves for the feconc 
coming of Chrift, and fix our eye or 
that bleffed inheritance, which is re 
fcrvcd in heaven for his faithful fcrvants 
Lee us bring down the diftant good int< 
our hearts ; let us (hew the influence of i 
in our lives ; and by a patient continuanc 
in well'doingy Jeek Jor glory ^ honour 
and immortality y that after we have ddn 
the will of God we may inherit the pro 
Viifes. 
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CHAP. XLIX. 

THE MIRACLES OF CHRIST. 

I 

« \ 

A S a Prophecy is the declaration of fome 
•^^ future event, which it is iiflpdffible for 
man to know ; fo a Miracle is an adion; 
which it is above the natural power of man 
to perform. It cannot be accounted foi 
by the common courfe of Providence, and 
the known laws of Nature, and muftthere^ 
fore be done by the immediate ai&(lance of 
Him, to whom Nature herfelf owes her bc- 
ine. We kncmo^ faid Nicodemua, a ruler 
of the Jews^ to Jcfus, Thou art a teacher 
come from God; for no man can do thefe 
miracles^ which thou doejl^ except God be 
with him. 

All marks and charafter? which may be 
naturally expeded in true and genuine mi« 
racles, are to be found io-tbofe done by 
Chrift. — ^They were very N^jmerops;— 
They were various in .tncir kind;-^and 
were very . Frequently repeated,— They 
were, wrought Openly, in the face of the 
Sun, before a' whol^ nation of witnefTes, 
who were his enemies. — ^They were all like- 
wife of the compai&onate and friendly 
kind; — as of Supernatural power, lb of 
Godlike Beneficence ; paiedly " agreeing 
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with die defign of his coming into the 
world, and with the do<!lrme which they 
were intended to fupport. 

Look into the Gotpel, and you will find 
him Ipcaking as the.iLord of nature, and 
having all the powers of nature at his com- 
mand. He fpakc the word only, and in- 
ftantly the Sick were reftored to health, tlie 
Blind received figlit, the Lame were made 
to walk, the Deaf to hear, and the Dqmb 
to fpeak.— / willy be ihou cltariy faid he 
to the leper,, and immediately his leprofy 
was cleanlcd. — Peacty be^ Jiitly faid he to 
tlie .iioruiy . Wind and the raging fca, and 
immediately the wind ceafed, ami there was 
a great calm-— ?He fpakc t^ the dead daugh- 
ter of Jairus, Damjtly J fmf unici thee^ 
arijc ; and flie arofe. — He called to Laza- 
rus, Come forth ; and he who had lain 
four days in the grave, came forth. 

But the miracles which arc recorded in 
tlie New'Tcftament, are but a. fmall part 
of the whole number, which our Saviour 
performed. There were many others, 
equally credible. and authentic^ too many, 
indeed, .to be diftindUy relatctl : and there- 
fore we. frequently meet with only general 
accouYiis of great numbers performed in this 
6i that pjacc, without. ^kXi"^ mt^uoa of the 
pavticulaj circttiiTSteLUcc^ ox o\>^^^v '\>k^ 
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we read in Saint Matthew, Jcfits went 
about all Galileey teaching in thtirfyna- 
gogues^ and preaching the go/pel of the 
kiiigdofn^ and healing all manner ofjidi'- 
nejs^ and all manner of difeafe among 
the people : and his fame went through 
all Syria' And they brought unto him 
all Jick people y that were taken with di- 
verje difeafes and torments^ and thofc 
which xoere poJ)eJ)'ed with devils, ajid thoje 
which were lunatic, and thoje which Had 
the palfy : and he healed them* And 
again, When the men of that place (namely 
Gennefaret) had knowledge of hiniy they 
fentout into all that iountry round abmit, 
and brought unto him all that xvere^dif* 
eafedy and befought him, thai they might 
only touch the hem of his garment. And 
as many as touched^ xcere made perfecily 
whole. 

How pleafing to furvey fuch multitudes 
of our iellow-cieaturcs receiving immediate 
cbmfort from" the miraculous, power of our 
Saviour! How do we. partake ot the joy 
/which he diffufed through many a mourn- 
ful family, by reftoring a fick pareiii to 
health, or raifing a dead child to life ! And 
how do thefip retlections chcjrifli and im- 
prove our own benevolence, and iiifpii^ 
and animate the love of doing good \ 

s 
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How pleafmg alfo to confider the miia- 
cles of Chrifl, as immediate atteftatioos 
from the Father to the truth of his ixiiffi6n» 
an#l the Divinity of his doctrine ! He him- 
felf appeals to them upon this very ground : 
If 1 do not the works of my Father^ fuch 
works as no man can do, except God be 
with him, believe me not : but if I do^ 
though you believe not me^ merely, on 
my own word and teftimony, yet beUtoc 
the wothSy'-^vAiich. are the teltimony of 
Gpd, and which I do by his power and in 
his name ; — that ye may know and believe 
that the Father is in me^ — ^by the divine 
power of working miracles — and I in him^ 
— as having his commiflion, knowing his 
willy and aaing by his authority. 

Would God have recommended the doc- 
trines of tlie gofpely by his immediate inter«» 
pofltion, if they had not been true, and 
promotive of the happinefe of man? 
Would He thus have fet his own peculiar 
feal to them ? Would He, by fuch a ipc- 
cial voice, have borne witnefs to Chhft; 
and called upon all men to believe in and 
obey him, if he had not been indeed the 
Meifiah, the Saviour of the world ? 

Let thefe confiderations ellablifh ou: 
minds iq the Cnridiau fisich} an J lead VA t# 
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•Ac grand defigns of die gofpcl ; in confir- 
mation of which the miracles of Chrift were 
wrought. The great aim and intention of 
Chriftianity, is to bring us to repentance ; 
to purify and warm the heart ; to reftorc 
that image of God which was defaced by 
the fall*; and to create us unto aU good 
works. Submit then to the authority of 
Chrift, embrace his doilrine, follow his ex- 
ample, and obey his precepts : for how 
fiiallv^e efcape^ if we negleSl fo great faU 
vationy xvhich at firji began to be fpoken 
hy the Lord ; who was a man approvlul 
cf Godf by miracles atid wonders and 
JignSy which God did by him in the midft 
of the' people. 



CHAP. L. 

THE SACRAMENTS. 

npHE Chriftian Religion is an inftitution, 
-*• of great plainncfs and fimplicity ; 'Vel 
as men, forming a religious foci«^ty, muft 
have fpme outward rites of worihip; and 
as proper emblems and reprefentations na- 
turally tend to promote meditaiion, and ex- 
cite devotion, . our Saviour has required the 
obiervanceof two pofitive rites, commonlv 
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known by the name of the Sacraments^ 
and called Baptifm and the Lord's Supper. 

Baptifm f onfifts in waftiing or fprinkling 
the body with water, in the name of, the 
Fathe7\ the Son^ and tJie Holy GAoJL^ 
and the outward form is the fign of an in- 
ward and fpiritual grace. It is, a memorial 
of that purity of mind>,and manners, 
which, as Chriftians, we are bound to pre- 
ferve. And as Water, the emblem of pu- 
rity, is in daily conftant ufe, it may bring 
10 our mind, everjr hour we live, ;he obli- 
gations of our Baptifm, and teach us to 
i^eep our fouls and bodies untainted with 
any moral impurity. 

We are folemnly admitted by it into the 
profeiEon of the Chriftian faith, and are 
bound to live fuitably to that profeflion. 
We therein dedicate ourfelves — to the fer- 
vice and worfhip of God the Father, who 
created us ;-r-to the obedience and imitation 
of Chrifl, the Son of God, who redeemed 
jjs;— and to the do<ftrine and guidance of 
the H6ly Spirit, who fanftificd us. \Vc- 
becoi>je, according to the Chriftian cove- 
nant, entitled to the benefits and privileges, 
which God has promifed on his partj we 
are made members of Chrift, children of 
God, and heirs of the kingdom of heaven ; 
and we aie bound to fulfil the conditions or 
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obligations on our part ; which arc— Tirft, 
To renounce all fin and wickednefs ;— Se-» 
condly» To believe what God has taught 
in his holy word ; and, Thirdly, To keep 
his commandments all the days of our lives. 
It is true, indeed, that infants cannot of 
themfelves exprefsly promife to fulfil thefc 
conditions : but their fureties, their God-fa- 
thers and God-mothers, promife for them ; 
and, if the parents negleft it, are bound to 
inflru(5i them in the articles of the Chriftian 
fiuthy and the nature of the Chrifiian du- 
ties, that they may believe and obey the 
will of God. And as foon as they come 
to years of difcretion, and underfland the 
nature and obligation of that promife, 
^hich was made in their names at their 
Baptifm, they muft choofe for themfelves : 
they muft either renounce and difclaim it, or 
approve and confirm it, making it their 
own a6l and deed, and refolving to abide 
by it. For this purpofe, the ceremony of 
Conjirmdtwn was inftituted; an ancient 
ufage, handed down to us from the begin-i- 
ning of Chriftianity, and capable, if duly 
obferved, of producing the moft nohli 
fruits. For what can be more likely to pre^ 
fcrve young perfons from the fiiares and 
Angers of the world, than to renew, the 
|)aptifinal covenant ; to take it freely upoo 
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themfelves, and form a ferious rcfolution 
of keeping it to the etid of their lives ?— 
Whai a warm mid lading iropreffion muft 
it make upon their minds, thus to furren- 
der themfelves entirely to God, in the face 
of the church, and before a large congre- 
gation ; while the Bifliop lays -his hand 
upon the head of each, and folemnly prays, 
that God may De/aid them with his hea^ 
venly grace ; that they may continue his 
children Jvr ever, and daily increafe in 
his Holy Spirit, till they come to his ever- 
lajiing kmgdom? — And will not the fenfe 
of the vows which are upon them, ftrength- 
en them afterwards in an hour of ternpta^ 
tion ; fpur them on to every good work, 
and excite a becoming zeal in prejiaring 
themfelves for the complete communion of 
the church, and the participation of the 
Lord's Supper? 

The Lord's Supper was inftituted for the 
continual remembrance of the death of 
Ghrift: we cat bread in remembrance of 
his body broken, and we drink wine in 
^ken of the fhedding of his blood, that 
^us his death may be reprefented and (hewn 
ioxt\k till he come again for the £nal falva- 
tion of his people. 

' It is the exprefs direftion of our Saviour, 
Do, this in remembrance of m>e. —The 
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words carry a plain obligation with them, 
which no Chriftian can evade : they contain 
as clear a command as any other precept in 
the whole New Teftament. And did Chrift 
give this command without intending that 
It (hould be obeyed ? Did he leave us at li, 
berty to attend or not attend it ? And Van 
we have the courage to lell him, t)iat 
though he thought it neceffary to com* 
mand it, we did not think neceffary to com- 
ply with it? 

What Icfe can we do, as a mark of our 
Love and Gratitude ? Did he divert himfelf 
of all his glory in heaven ; — did he take 
upon liimfelf our nature, with all its pains 
and infirmities ;— did he fubmit to the ago- 
nies of a bitter death, that we might be 
pardoned, reconciled, and live for ever ? 
And what lefs return can we make, than 
to eat and drink at his table in remembrance 
of him ? — Though we can never fufficiently 
. praife that compaflion, which hath thus 
ranlomed us from fin and death, yet let us 
gratefully remember it : let us admire and 
adore it : let us keep a warm fenfe of it al- 
ways in the heart, and do what we can to 
convey the remembrance of it to all future 
ages. 

But it is an inftitution calculated for our 
good i and our intereil calls us to a freijQent 
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attendance upon it. It hath a powerfblb^ 
fluence to confirm our faith, to flrengdien 
our good refolutions, to arm us againft the 
temptations of life, and to improve us in 
every thing that is worthy of men and of 
Chriftians. While we. contemplate the 
freddom and riches of divine mercy, and 
cheriih thofe difpofitions of mind which ate 
fuited to the folemnity, the world lofes its 
power over us : every inordinate paffion is 
fubdued : the love of virtue glows .in the 
breall: : and we feel that fervor of devotion, 
that purity of foul, and that energy of joy, 
which are the emblem and the foretafli ot 
heaven. 

There is no limitation of age for perfons 
coming to the Lord's Supper : — It is indeqd 
impoHible, on account of the different ca-r 
pacitics and opportunities of improvement, 
to fix a certain prccife time of life for that 
purpofe : but you ought to come as foon 
as you are capable of underAanding the na- 
ture of the inllitution : — You ought to come 
as foon as you are fit for it, at whatever. 
9ge it be : — the fooner the better. — Early 
attendance is peculiarly pleafing to God; 
He will bUfs the youthful purfuits of vir- 
tue : He will fmile upon the young votar 
lies, who prefent themfelves at his table, 
^nd treat them with difliuguifhing favour. 
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They Jhall he His in th-e day when he 
Tnaketh up his jewels ; their names arc 
ts)ri(ten in heaven. 

^ Bleffed^ Saviour, I own thy love: 
I {ubmit to thy command : I am determined 
to remember thee in thy holy fupper. I 
refolve to go foon to thine altar ; and there, 
in the moft unreferved manner, to prefent 
viyfdf a holy^ living facrifice unto thee^ 
and renew my covenant never to be broken. 
I refolve to follow thee as my Pattern ; to 
obey thee as my Mafter ; ^nd to confide in 
thee as my all powerful Mediator, May I 
receive, with becoming difpofitions of mind, 
the pledges of thy love, and the memoriftls 
of thy death ; and under their facred influ- 
ence, may I go on, as far as I can, to 
perJeSi holinejs in the fear of God^ and 
-be at length received into the habitations of 
eternal righteoufnefs and peace. 




CHAP. LI. 

THE RESURRECTION AND ASCENSION OF 

CHRIST. 

/^UR Saviour, having died upon the crofs, 
^^ was buried by Jofeph of Arimathea, 
in a new tomb, which had been hewn out 
of a rock, and in which never vian was 
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laid: And as he had foretold, that 4 
three days he would rife again^ thc.i 
priells and rulers of the JewSy in ordc 
p! event anv deception and impofition^ u 
thejepukhre fure^ J^aling theJUme^ 
Jetting a watch. But, notwithftandio 
their precaution, on the third day the 
was broken, the ftgne rolled away, am 
body of Jefus was gone. He rofc in 
prefence and to the great amazement a 
li(fman guard, who Jhook and becam 
dead men: fomeofwhom, after they 
recollefted themfelves, went into the < 
and ihewed unto the chief priefts aU 
partkular circumftances of this awful d 
adtion. 

Our Lord appeared to his difciplesj 1 
he was rifen, not o^cc only, but oi 
not in a haAy tranfient way, but for a < 
fiderable time together ; he travelled '■ 
them ; difcourfed with them ; ate and d 
with them ; fliewed them his hands 
his feet,, and the marks of thofe woi 
which he had received on the crofe: 
when one of them refufed to believe 
the teftimony of the reft, and requin 
particular kind of convidiion, He co 
fcended to fatisfy his over fcrupulous 
clple, laying unio him, Ueach hither 
jinger^ and behold and examine my /ka 
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m,nd reach hither thy handy and thruft it 
into my Jidcy and be not faithUpy but 
believing. 

When he had fully convinced the Apof- 
dcs, by viany infallible proof»y of the 
reality of his rcfurreftion, and given them 
all neceflary direftions for the difcharge of 
their office, he led them out to Bethany ; 
where, while he was in the midft of them, 
inftrudiing and hlefSng them, he was parted 
from them; and while they heheld him, 
and their eyes we're fixed on him, he was 
carried up by a flow gradual afcent, till a 
bright cloud received him out of their fight. 
Thus he afcended into heaven, where he fat 
down at the right hand of God ; that is, 
^as crozvried with glory and honour ^ 
angels and authorities and powers bting 
wade fubjeSl unto him, 'rhere he ftill 
carries on, as our great Hlgh-Prieft, the 
gracious defign for which he came into the 
world, and ever livtth to make interceffion 
for 2is. There he reigns the animating 
though invifible head of the church, whicli 
he founded upon earth, and which he wilt 
i^herifli and fupport even to the end of the 
worlds And from thence he will return 
with power and glory to judge the whole 
human ra( ^^ and to difpenfe the bleifinga 
gfeteroity. 
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The refurreftion and afcenCon of our 
bleffed [^ord, fully vindicate the integrity 
of his charafter: juftify his claim as the 
Son of God and Saviour of the world ; and 
prove the trut!i and efficacy of his whole 
mediation. With what pUafure therefore 
ihould we remember a riftn and exalted 
Redeemer ! With what fatisfaftion may 
we put ourfclvcs under his prote(^on 1 
"With what entire confidence may -vve reft 
in liis promifes ! / am goings fays he, io 
prepare a place for you ; that where I 
a77iy there ye may be alfo^ Betauje I live^ 
yefliall live aljo. 

Meditate upon thefc truths with grateful 
deration and praife : Let them have their 
genuine influence in purifying the heart 
from every low earth-born defire, and form- 
ing you to a divine and heavenly 'temper. 
Remember, that Jelus, though crucified 
and flain, lives at the right hand of God 
to plead your caufe. * Go, and remember 
the almighty power, which raifed him 
from the dead, and exalted him to be a 
Prince and a Saueiir, Go rife with him, 
and xvali in ncxvnefs of life: fet your 
ajfeclions on t/iifigs above : have your 
vo7ivcr/cttio7i in heaven ; and refl allured, 
that i/e, Xi^ho died for our jinSy and rojis 
again for our jufifcation, ivill Jhewyoii 
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the path of life ; and that, when ChrijU 
who is our life^ Jhall appear^ then Jhall 
ye alfo appear with him in glory. 



CHAP. LII. 

THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY GHOST, 

AS our Saviour knew, that his death 
would overwhelm his Apoftles with 
dread and defpair ; and that they sould not^ 
without fome fpecial aid, be qualitied for 
preaching the gofpel with fuccei's, and 
carrying on his gracious purpofes for the 
ialvation of men ;' He previouily animated 
them with an encouraging prom lie of aflj{\- 
ance, rcquilite for all their future engage- 
ments ; and moft afPedionately told tiicm, 
/ will not leave you co7?i/ortlefs ; for 
after I am rifen from the dtady and 
ajcended to the place fro^n whence I came^ 
I will pray to my Father ^ a^id He Jliall 
give y&u another Comforter. And whe-n 
he is comCf he willgieide yon into all 
truth : he will fliew you things to come : 
he til>ill bring to your remembrance what^ 
foever I have f aid unto you : he will teach 
you all things^ and abide with you for 
rv^n— ^And juft before hisafcenfion, being 
€[ffembkd together mtk his Apojiles, ht 
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commanded them, thai they fliouid 
depart from Jerufalem, butjhould rer. 
there for the promi/e of the Fathei 
for the accomplifliincnt of that pror 
which he had made them in his FatI 
name. Ye JItall receive power, {: 
Chrift) after that the Holy Ghojl is c 
uponyou; and ye Jliall be witiieffcs to 
in Jerufalem, and in all Judea,- ant 
Samaria, and unto the uttenno/t par. 
the eartht 

Accordingly, about tea days after 
afcenfion, when the day of Pentecoft 
' fidly come, and they were all ifiith 
accord in one place, there came fuddi 
a found front heaven, as of a ruf^, 
tnighty wind, and it filled all the i< 
where they were jUting. jind there 
pcared unto them cloven tonguci, lik 
of fire, (tongueswhich fcemed to badiv 
in the midft, and were bright and fpark 
like fire;] and this emblem of the Di 
Sphit fat Jtpon each cftfieni; andtheyn 
all 0ed with the Holy Ghafl. 

iTie Holy Ghoft, or Spirit, is a Bi 
dillindl from the Father and the Son; f 
of the Father and of the Son, proceci 
(rom iliem as the Spirit of both. ' 
facTcd fcriptures fpeak of him, as uko 
{icrfon^ and afoibc to liim all forta of 
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* 

fonal charafters and properties: they alfo 
join him with the Father and the Son, on 
equal terms, and reprefent him as partaking 
or the fame authority and perfc£lions, and 
therefore of the fame nature with them. 
This is the language of our Saviour to his 
Apoftles, Go ye and teach all nations^ 
baptizing them in the navieo/the Father^ 
and of the Son^ and of the Holy Gho/l.-^r- 
To the fame purpofe is that Apoftolical bc- 
nedi£Hon, The grace of our Lord Jefi(;$ 
Chriji^ and the love of God^ and the 
felloTtJIiip of the Holy Ghoji ; be with you 
all. 

, In confequence of this divine efFufion, 
the Holy Spirit, immediately upon his dcf- 
cent from heaven, undertook the important 
office of Guide and Comforter to the Apof- 
tles. He infpircd them with the knowletlgc 
of all languages, fo that men of every nation 
under heaven^ heard them fpeak in their 
own tongue the wonderful works of God. 
He g^ve them power to inculcate the doc* 
trines of the gofpel with fuch force of rea- 
foning, as all their adverfaries could not 
gainlay or refift ; and alfo to confirm their 
authority by many ftgns and wonders^ by 
diverfe miracles andfpirituul gifts. And 
he fortified their minds with fo much cou- 
r^gp and patience, that they refolved to 
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fubmit. to fhamc, perfecution, and every 
kind of diflrefs which could poffibly hefal 
them, rather than dcfert the caufe of Chrift, 
and renounce his religion. 

The miraculous gifts of Ac Holy Spirit 
were only for a time; they were befiowed 
upon the . Apodles and firft preachers of 
Chriftianity, for the confirmation and efta* 
blifliment of the Truth ; and when this end 
was anfwered, when Chriftianity was grown 
from a {late of infancy to full vigour and 
maturity, and Ptinces became the patrons 
of it, then thefe temporary aids of tongues^ 
prophecies^ and miracles were taken away^ 
But, befides thofe miraculous powers, 
which were communicated only to fome 
few, there is an influence of the moral 
kind, which is communicated to all; the 
faving and fandiifying gifts and graces of 
the Spirit (lill remain, and he abides, with 
the difciples of Chrifl for ever; to en- 
lighten their underftandings, to purify their 
hearts, to guard them from temptation, to 
comfort and fupport them in affliflion, and 
to be as a pledge or earneft of the future 
glorious inheritance, which is fet before 
them in the gofpel. 

This aid o? the Holy Ghoft is totally con- 
fiftent with the ufe of Reafon, and the cx- 
crcile of our natural powers. Whatevci 
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may be the efficacy of his influences upon 
the mind, we arc ftill free, and at f\0 
liberty to rejeft or comply with them. Wc 
muft not he entirely paffive, like mere ma- 
chines ; but muft attend his motions, follow 
his guidance, and obey his fuggeftions, 
The divine grace, far from being an argu* 
ment for floth, is an encouragement to 
labour. While God works in us and for 
us, we muft alfo work for ourfelves. 
God worketh in yoiCy faith the Apoftle, 
both to will and to do of his oxvn good 
pleafure; — ^he giveth you power to a6k, 
and therefore, becaufe he giveth you power 
^—xvork out your oxvti falbation. Our 
endeavours cannot fave us without his 
aid; nor will his aid fave us without our 
endeavours ; both muft concur : we muft 
tc workers together with him; wc muft 
be diitgentj in order to viake our calling 
and eleSionfure. 

In the Communication, of Divine Grace 
there is no outward fenfible operation ; the 
fruits of the Spirit art; the only furc evi- 
*dence of ont being under his guidance. 
There is no foundation in the Word of God 
for thofe bodily impreftions, thofe inward 
feelings, thofe viftons and illuminations, 
which fome have laid down as the only 
proof of his aiEftance. Thefe indeed are the 
^ T 3 
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fruits of an over-heated imagination anJ 

^ll^thufjaftic phrenzy ; but the fruits oftht 

Spirit are Lorve^ Joy^ Peace^ Goodnefs 

Jiighttoitfnefsy Truths and all the amiable 

virtues of the Chriftian life. — Whofoevei 

is horn of Gorf— whofoevcr is renewed ii 

his nature, and led by the Spirit of God— 

doth not commit fin ; — doth not allov/ him 

felf in any known vice--^oth not commi 

fin wilfully and habitually. — JVkofoever i 

horn of God overcoryitth the world. — IV 

knoWy that God hy his Spirit dwelleth ii 

us^ ifxve keep his commandments. 

^ Happy in the promife, that- Goi 
iDillgive the Holy Spirit to them that aji 
him^ let us frequently and fervently pva' 
for the invaluable gift. Let us come wit 
boldntfs to the throne of grace^ that w 
way find grace to help in every tinu: c 
need* Be pleafed, O Lord, to Ihcd abroa 
his fanftifying influences on our mind 
that he may become our Comforter and oi 
Guide j'-'-that our bodies may be prefervc 
as his pure temples, dedicated to his fei 
vice, and animated by his* prefence: tb 
he may conftantly dwell in our heart 
and that we may be one with Thee, oi 
Creator, Redeemer, and San^i&cr, fc 
ever, • 
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CHAP. LIII. 

THE APOSTLES, 

THE Apoftles were pcrfonst chofen by 
our Saviour upon his firft entrance 
on his public mii'iittry, to be witnejjes of 
the" purity of his life, of the doftrines he 
fhould teach, and of the miracles he fliould 
perform. Ye have not chofen mcy fays ' 
he to them, ^but I have chofen you to be 
my Apodles and . embafladors ; and have 
ordained yoUy that you fliould go into the 
moft diftant countries, and bring forihmiich 
fruity in converting the world to the Chrif- 
tian Faith. 

The belief 'of the gofpel muft depend 
upon teftimony of fome fort or other ; and 
while we fee the /oily and abfurdity of de- 
manding fuch evidence, as the nature of 
the thing will not admit, let us confider, 
whether the evidence we have, the evidence 
of the 'Apoftles, be clear and fatisfatSkory — 
whether it be fuch as may reafonably be 
relied on. 

As the Apoftles were men of plain fenfe 
and found underftanding, they were capable 
of judging concerning the truth of the 
faSs which were attcfted. They appear 
to have been ever prefent with^Chrift ; thcr 
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heard all his woris, theyfaw all his works, 
and therefore they could not have been 
deceived, Djd they not knpw, that they 
attended him through his whole miniftry ? 
Did they not know, that they had fami- 
liarly converfed with him, and had adhially 
feen him to make the blind to fee, the deaf 
to hear, the lame to walk, and the dead to 
live? Did they not know that he was per- 
fecuted, condemned, and crucified ? 

They had the fame evidence too of his 
Refurredlion from the grave : they knew 
him to be the very perfon with whom they 
^lad formerly converfed. Their ears and 
eyes and hatids convinced them, that it was 
their Mafter who had died upon the crofs. 
They faw and felt him ; they ate and drank 
with him ; and during an intcrcourfc of 
forty days, they had the fame iti/allible 
proofs of his being then alive, a$ that he 
ever was alive at all, 

1 here is another and ft ill ftronger evi- 
dence jn which the Apoftles could not poffi- 
bly be deceived. The Promife, which our 
Lord had given them, that after his de- 
parture, he wo^ild fend thevi avotker covi^ 
^orttr, even the Spirit of truth, whoJIiaLl 
guide them into all truths was efFe6tualIy 
accomplifhed in them. I^ey found them- 
ic\\cs Jillcd "jcith the IJvly Ghoji; and 
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were convinced by what they felt, of tht 
divine power of Chrift, and tlic truth of 
the gofpcl. l^hcy found their fentiments 
quite changed, and tlieir minds illuminated 
with a clear and diflindl view of the Nfeffiah 
and his kinedohi. They found themfclves 
enabled to (peak all languages, and to woHt 
all miracleis, Thefe gifts of the Spirit thcr©- 
fofe, were not imaginary and delufive ; but 
real communications from heaven, of which 
they were edually certain, as they were of 
their own exiftence. 

And as there is the ftrongcft proof, that 

ihe Apoftles could not h& deceived thern^ 

f elves; fo there is no juft ground for fuf- 

picion, that th^y had any intention to rfe- 

ccive others. 

Look into the charafters of the Apoftles, 
and you will find nothing of craft and de- 
ceit, no appearance of fraud and wickednefs,, 
in any part of their behaviour. Their 
principles were worthy, and their religion 
rational : their tempers open and free, their 
manners humble and benevolent, and their 
fandity pure and unblemifhed. Thefe 
genuine marks of probity and piety leave 
no room for any candid judge to fufpeft 
their veracity, and look upon them as im- 
poflors. 

With what view indeed could they forge 
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aftoiy of this. -kind, and publifti it to the 
world ? — Werj? th^y influenced by tJie love 
iqf fame, and tin ambitious hope of being 
jdiftiqguifhed a8 the heads and founders of a 
aew fc€t ? There is no patt of their condu6k 
-wjiich can furnifti the leaft fliadow for fuch 
a charge. Indead of fetting up for them- 
felves, and adding as principals, in their 
own nanie, they exprefiJy declared, We 
;preach7L0t oiirjdvesy but Chrift Je/us the 
JLord: they afcribed to him the whole 
merit of what they faid or did, and gloried 
in* being the fervants of a crucified mailer. 

•Was there any appearance of gain and 
profperity ? Had they any profpeft of en- 
j-iching themfelves by the undertaking ?— 
There is no difcovery of any inftance of 
this kind in their writings : on the contrary, 
they appear to have a contempt for riches, 
;to tenoupce all felf intered, and every 
worldly confideration. Inftead of foothing 
the pafllons and prejudices of men, they 
preached pJain naked truth ungrateful to 
Jeih and blood :. and inftead of courting the 
mighty and the noble^ who might raife 
.them to power and aflluence, they preached 
to the iDcak and the hafe^ who could do 
jiothing for their advantage. The great 
end they had in view was, to recover man- 
kind from idolatry and fm to the faith and 
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obe lience of the Gofpel': and tliis end they 
purluec!, at the hizard of every thing that 
was near a;nd dear to tliem. They fat^ 
nothing before them, at theii* firft fettitig 
out, but hatred and conten^t, poverty irtKt 
perfecution ; they left their friends and re* 
lations ; thei/ left all thci/ had^ and Waiv 
dered into all the <jnarters of the oarthf 
expoiing themfelves to ' ii^aite fufFerihgSi 
both from Jei&s and Gentiles, They \V^el- 
corned every difSculty and danger which 
lay in the way of thfeif'great purpofe,- iind 
at laft fealed with their blood t!\c dofltindfe 
which they preached. " • .' 

Are thefe the marks of dieats and im- 
poftors ? Can we fuppofd, that fuch andm- 
ber of perfons, of obfcurc- birth and mean 
education, without learning- and v^ithout 
authority, (liould undertake to deceive the 
world> and propagate a falftiood? — •That 
^ they ihould renounce all their native pre- 
judices and connexions,- facrificc their cafe 
and intercil, and expoic themfelves to a 
variety of wretchedneis, only to exalt the 
name and honour of one by whom (in this 
vievv) they h.id been miferably difapj 
pointed ?— that they fhbuld lay a plot, as it 
were, agaJAft their own lives, and contrive 
a fcheme foy their owti mifery-^while y^t 
they appealed to the future judgment for 
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their fincerity) and profefTed the 
hopes of a glorious reward from i 
of truth ?— Can wc lappofe that 
number of men Hioukl form fuch 
and go throu^ fuch a. Icene, im 
publiih do^ines which they themli 
not believe ; and to die in the fu| 
ta^, which they knew to be falli 
credible? Is it indeed poSible? 

I fee then that the Apoftleswcre_ 
•witneffes; that they were certain 
fai^s which they preached, and aiSi 
their influence, fteadily and conl 
from a confcioufnefs of their ow; 
cencc, and a fincere love of truth 
2 Pivine Power going every whe 
with them, enabline them to fpc 
gnages which they nad never lea 
foreiel future events, and to work, 
of the inoH extraordinary kind. I j 
tarryitjg (he Gofpel into the rem( 
gions of the earth, diffuGne; its 
rays with a rapid and .amazing f 
and converting the world to the til 
is in Jejus. I feel the groimd tl 
upon which I {land as a ChriAi 
tellimony of the Apoftles is irut 
dodrine is divine ; Chrifl is the Sa 
the world ; and my faith and h 
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built upon a rock, as firm and as durable as 
the power and the goodnefs of God. 

CHAP. LIV. 

THE EPISTLES AND THE REVELATIOK 

OF ST. JOHN. 

TT7HEN the Ap«ftles, by their preaching 
^^ the Gofpel at any place, had con- 
verted a fufficlent number of perfons, they 
formed them into a dilHnft congregation 
for divine fervice, and appointed proper 
ttiinifters to attend the offices of religion, 
while they travelled on to other countries. 
But in virtue of their commifEon from 
Chrifl:, they ftill retained an authority over 
the churches which they had founded ; and 
frequently interpofed to fettle controverfies 
and difputes, to give laws and conftiturions 
ifor their government, and to build them up 
in that holy faidi in which they had beea 
inftru£ted. 

Although moft of the Epiftlcs were 
written upon particular queftions pf difpute^ 
which arofe from the firft planting of Carif- 
tianity, and to correal the irregularities and 
errors of thofe diurches to which they were 
direfted ; yet the Apoftles took every ( :p-» * 
portunity of introducing thole poin s pf 
doiSrine and prai^ice which were of uii- 
ve(fal concern^ and profitable for the iu« 
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ftruflion of all fucceeding ages. We find 
them almoft every where explaining the 
Myfteries of the Gofpel, fetting forth the 
excellency of it, and preffing men to con- 
form to its pure and exaked precepts. 

They prpv^ the univerlal necef&ty of fuch 
a difpenfation as the Gofpel^ to raife men 
from the- ruins of nature, and reftore them 
from a (late of guilt and condeinnation to 
the favour of God. They fet forth the 
original goodnefs and mercy of the Al- 
mighty Father towards us, who, upon a 
forefight of the wretched ftate into which 
we fiiould fall by our fins, formed, in the 
counfels of his eternal grace, the glorious 
deCgn of our recovery. They extol the 
wonderful cbndefcenfion and love of the 
only begotten Son of God, who being the 
Irightnefs of the Faiher^s gloty^ and the 
txprefs image of- his perjon^ became a ' 
partaker ofo\irfleJIi afid bloodr^^i having 
been daliveredfor our offences^ and raifed 
a^ain for ourjujlijicdtianj is able to jave 
Viem io the uiternwfl who come rmto God 
ij/ him^ feeing he ever Ivvcth' to make in- 
tcrcefjiv7i for us. ^Hicy defcribe the ma- 
nifold '^blcffihgs and privileges, which flow 
la us from the divine mercy through the 
nicdiation of ChrHl ; and lav before us the 
exceeding great and precious promifes of 
kfuCurc glory and felicity ib'thc "lungdilu 
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of Heaven. They reprefent Faith or Be- 
lieving, as the Sumoiary of what is required 
of us in, order to the enjoyment of thofc 
bleffings and promifes: but declare ex- 
prefsly, that this Faith iignifies, not a mere 
fpeculative afleut to the truth of the Gofpel» 

> but a hearfy and pradlical compliance with 
the whole method of Salvationiield forth 
to us through Jefus Chrift. There is no 
contradidlion between the Eplftles of St. 
Paul and St. James upon this point : they^ 
are found, on a fair flate of their ,do£trine^, 
to agree in one meaning, and to fpeak the 
fame opinion. The works of the Jewijb 
religion will iiot fave you^ {sLy$ St. Paul: 
nor will the bare empty faith of a Chrift 
tianfaveyoUy faith St. Janus^'-^A. Faidi» 
which is fruitful of good works, will faye you, 
faith St. Paul ; and good works, which are 

- the proper fruits of Faith, will fave you, faith 
St. James. — ^It is plain, indeed, from a mul- 

, titudeofpaflagesin the Epi{lles,thattl>e Faith, 
by which Cluiilians are jufllfied and fave^, 
is a lively and efficacious principle of reli- 
gion ; it is fuch a receiving of Chrid, as 
determineth the heart to walk in him i it is a 
faith, which purifieth the foul, and is made 
perfed by good worksy which they^ wl^o 
have believed in God, Jbould be careful to 

> viaintainy for thefe things are good ani 
profitable unto men. - 

\j 2 
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The laft book of the New Teftafncnt U 
called, The Revelation of St. John, from 
his own declaration in the firft verfe of it; 
The Revelation of Jefus Chri/ij which 
God gave unto him^ and which hefignijied 
hy his angel unto his fervant John. — St. 
John was diftinguiflied by the honourable 
appellation of the Beloved Difciple ; he 
lay In the bofom of his Loi-d, and from 
thence the facrtd love of God and man was 
transfufed into his breaft : he was eiminently 
endued with his Mailer's fpirit, and the 
fublinier myfteries of his univerfal kingdom 
were made known to him. 

Ihere are federal Epiftles in this book of 
Revelation to the churches of AJia^ which 
John had planted, or at leaft cultivated and 
improved. The ful»je<£k of them is * very 
nearly tl.e fame, being either a commenda* 
tion of their taiih and virtue, or a reproof 
for their failings, and an exhortation to 
repentance and perfeverance. But feveral 
parts of this book aie myAerious and pro- 
t>heticai, anid appear to be beyond the reach 
and comprehenfion of any human capacity. 
Many pious and learned men in all ages of 
the chuich, have diJigcntiy examined and 
endeavoured to explain tliele writings ; but 
we have reafon to believe, that they have 
"never yet been fully underftood by any man. 
They fcem, however, in general> to dcf- 
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cribe tl>e Aate of the church at that time in 
which they were written ; and the future 
ftate of it to the end of the world j the 
things that zcere^ and the things that 
Jliould he hereafter. 

In the conclufion of this wonderful book, 
with which the canon of fcripture clofes, 
our Biefied Lord, in the moft awful man- 
ner, charges the Apoftles to denounce a 
dreadful fentence of condemnation againfl 
anjr deligned alteration of the word of God. 
// any man Jhall add unto thefe things^ 
iiodjhall add unto him the plagues that 
are written in this book : and if any man 
Jliall take away from the woi*dsofifie book 
of this Prophtcyy God Jliall take away 
his part out of the book of life, — You 
have now the whole revelation of Chrift, 
abundantly fufficient to make you wife unto 
falvation. Receive it as a facred trqft, tp 
be preferved inviolate : and never be tempted, 
by a defire of foothing your own paiSons, 
or the pa/lions of others, to add to it, or to 
take from it. You are now to expedl no 
more interpofitions ; no further prophecies-; 
no new revelations ; for they are needlefs. 
— ^There will be no more facrijice for Ji^i ; 
no other fcheme of faWation ; no other of- 
fer of mercy. But when our Lord fliajl 
come again. He will come in his glorious 
luajelly to judge both the quick and dead, 

\34 
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and to give to every v\ an according to his 
pL'ork. And Bcy xeho tejlifitth theje 
things^ fOfWu furely I come quickly.-^ 
To' which gracious affurance the devout 
heart of the pvangclift immediately replies 
*— and may the heart of ey«ry one reply— ^ 
jimen. Evtn fo. coine Lord Jefus. 



=5: 



CHAP. LV. 

THE CONCLUSION. 

jlLL Scripture is given by Inspiration 
•^ 0/ God, Infpiration is a divine influ- 
ence conveying to the mind fuch a degree 
of knowledge, as it could not, at that time, 
liave attaineii by the ufual exercife of its 
^acultiesV The Apoflles and Evangelifts 
wrot^ under this farred influence: and 
phrillians in all ages havp reverenced their 
writings, and conltiintly appealed to thein, 
'as the mfallihle oracles of God. 

If God font his Son from Heaven with a 
divirie revelation foi; the benefit of all men, 
would he not take care, that the doftrines 
He taught, and the fafts wliich confirmed 
■Jiis mijfion, (hould be preferved in aurhen- 
iic records? If he intended, that the Strip- 
Jiircs fhpuld be a ftanda d q^ faith, and ^ 
rule of hfe, for the ihfl u^i ^n of all na- 
tions and all ages, would Ijc not guide the. 
haniis b/AiV penmen, and fecurc them froii^ 
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error? — It is certain, that the Apoftles re- 
ceived a fiipematural affiftancc in preach^' 
ivg the Gofpel ; for God hipifelf bore wiU 
nefs to theniy enabled them in a moment, 
hy the efRifion of the Holy Spirit, to fpcak 
an amazing variety of languages, and to 
work all kinds of miracles : and is it res* 
• fonable to fuppofe, th^t Icfs care would be 
taken of their writing than of their /peak" 
ing ? — ^We have ftrong reafon therefore to 
conclude, that the Apoftles wrote us they 
were morved by the Holy Ghofl ; and that 
the Scripture is not the word of man, but 
the word of God. And as God is a Being 
of infinite knowledge, who cannot be de- 
ceived Hijnfelf, and of infinite goodnefs, who 
will not deceive his creatures, it follows, 
that his Word, like himfelf, is Light and 
Truth, and in it is no falfehood or error at all. 
Several difputcs have been raifed concern- 
ing the Nature and Degree of the Infpira- 
tion of Scripture : but the plain account of 
the matter fcems to be, that in cafes which 
were entirely new to the Apoftles, and be- 
yond their underftanding, they wrote froni 
the immediate fuggeftfon of the Holy Spi- 
rit: and, in cafes where they themfelveg 
had perfeft knowledge, That iaqr^d perfpn 
only fo far prefided over their minds, 
as to fqcure them from miftake and errqr, 
them to the free ufe of their owa 
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reafon, and ta exprefe their thoughts m 
their own words. 

And as all Scripture is^iven hy the In* 
fpiration of God, fo is it profitable for 
do6lrinej for reproof for correStion, for 
inJlruSlion in righteoufnefs. It is a fuflS- 
cient rule both of faith and pra<flice; a 
complete meafure of what is neceiTary to be 
believed or done by us ; that the man of 
God may be perfect^ thoroughly furnijh* 
ed unto all good works , and become wife 
unto falvation. 

What a fatisfaAion muft it be to have in 
our hands a book, containing the expreis 
will of God concerning us 1 What a com* 
fort to be iafely euided through the mazes 
of ignorance and darknef^, and to have 
.the Word of Truth for a lamp to our feet, 
and a light to our paths 1 How thankful 
iliould we be for it ! How careful to dire£l: 
our thoughts and a6tions by it ! How at- 
tentive in pcrufmg thofe holy Oracles, 
, which offer peace and pardon to the peni- 
.tent, and bring life and immortality to light ! 

The Church of Rome debars the com- 
mon people from reading the Bible: fhc 
locks up the Scriptures from them, and 
takes tlie ke^ of hiowledge out of their 
handSy infiftmg, that they have no right 
to judge for themfelves in matters of faith, 
^aod ought \o iubmit impUciily to her in« 
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terpretations and decifions. The mcmbcts 
of that church endeavour to fuppoit this 
opinion by two or three texts in the New 
Teftament: fo that they would convince 
you from Scripture, that you have no right 
to judge of Scripture ; which is a manifeft 
abiurdity. — But only confider. — ^Whcn St. 
Paul tells you, Pr$ve all things^ does it 
mean, ihut your eyes, and follow the di« 
redlions of tne church blindfold ? — ^When 
our Saviour tells us. Search the Scrip'^ 
tureSy does He mean never look into them 
at all ? And when He fays, Why even of 
your/elves judge ye not what is rights 
does he command us to believe without en- 
quiry, and to receive the doctrines of 
others, without ufing our own reafon and 
judgment ? 

The Church of England, on the con- 
trary, invites men to read the Bible, to 
prove the doilrines, whether they be of 
God, and to believe, upon a rational con- 
vi<aion of the truth. She appeals to the 
Scriptures in all queftions, which are pro- 
per to be tried by then); and chearfully 
lubmits all her Articles and Ordinances to 
the teft of the written word of God ; being 
well affured, that the more flic is tried and 
underftood, the more (he will be approved ; 
and that every ingenuous inquirer will be- 
come a firm and zealous defender. 
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We fliouM take care, however, to pe- 
rtife the facred volumes with great humi- 
lity and caution^ without any prepoflefEon 
and prejudice ; not flraining and torturing any 
paflages, in order to bend them to our own fa- 
vourite opinions, but follow Scripture whi- 
tbcrfocver it naturally leads us. Whoever 
reads the Bible with a view to collcdl from 
thence a fyftcm of faith, and determine 
truly what is ncceffary to be believed, -let 
Jiim not pick out fingle texts, or fome lit- 
tle fcraps and feparate portions; nor let 
-him expound any difficult places in ^ppoli- 
lion to thofe which are clear and eafy to 
be underftood: but let him conGder the na- 
ture and defign, of the whole revelation, 
.and attend to me coherence and connedUon 
'of the particular difcourfe which he is read- 
ing, the occafion of its having been writ- 
..ten, and the true fcope and defign of each 
paflage. . Let him alfo read at once a 
whole book, or a whole cpiftle, or at leaft 
to the end of proper periods, fo as to dif- 
cover the thread of reafonmg, and have an 
entire view of the fiibjeft: and let him 
make it ^n inviolable rule to explain doubt- 
ful and obfcore parts by thofe which arc 
cxpreffed in the cleareft and moft fimplc 
manner: for this nmft be allowed to be 
the moft natural and reafonahle method o£ 
interpreting and underftanding them. 
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It IS not neccSary for men to enter into 
perplexing controveriies about Ipeculativt: 
points, and things hard to be underftood. 
They may come to the knowledge of their 
faith, without ihe deep refinements of cri- 
ticifm. The way to falvation is plain and 
obvious. Common fenfc and common ho- 
nefty are the main ret^iiifites for finding it : 
and if they meet with any difficulties in 
tijeir progrcis, let them, with a modeft 
teachable temper, confult their proper Mi. 
nifters, who have dedicated themfelves to 
Hudies of this kind, and are appointed, un- 
der God, to inftrufl and comfort thofc who 
arc in doubt. 

We fliould read the Scriptures alfo with 
attention. Inflead of running over the 
words with a negligent indifferenct, as Sf 
we had no concern or intereft in them, we 
fhould collcifl our wandering thoughts, and 
confider who it b that fpeaks to us thcre» 
and what it is that he faya. — If there be 
not a clofe attention, there can be no im- 
provement! all our reading will make no. 
impreffion, and give no fatisfa£tion. 

Efpecially let us attend 16 the pruHical, 
dejign of the facretl writihgi i for the cod 
of all inftiuition, of all revelation itfelf, is- 
the love and praftice of Virtue. This ii 

r}i» lif. -nA (n„\ r.r M tm^ n-liirmni the 
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tion of the Gofpet, which is th: 
God which bringelh lalvatim 
us to live fobcrl^, righteoujh/, 
VI this pvefent world. And 
Ihall we liave ftudied the Script! 
bly and effef^uallv, when wc \. 
to praflife the wi/dmn which isj 
aod purified our fouls in o 
truth through the Spirit, unto 
love oj the brethren. 

To our own weak endeavoi 
important purpofe, we Oiould a 
and fervent prayers to God for 
ful afliftance of that good Spirit, 
ted tTiL'fe holy writings, and n 
that admirable coUedl, which 
recommends to thofe who defire 
the knowledge of them. 

" BleffcdLord. who haft cau 
" Scriptures to be written for 
" ing. grant that we may in 
*' hear them, read, mark, lea 
" war41y digeft them ; that t 
" and comfort of thy'holy wo 
" embrace and ever hold faft 
'* hope of cvcrlaftlng hfe, w 
" liaftgivcD usin our Saviour J( 
Amen. . 



A^tcd Sj Bje ud Uv, St. l(i^'i%\w 
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